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Her Royal Highneſs 


Princeſs Dowager of WALEsõ. 


Abo, Great PRINCESS, that 

P unknown, I dare 

Attempt to reach you, with this private 
Prayer: 

A 2 Prayer 


iv DEDICATION. 


Prayer is our Comfort, when to Heaven 


we ſue; 

And only that can be my Plea to You ! 

You, molt lov'd PRINCESS, who from 
Heaven poſſeſs, 

Alike, the Godlike Power and Will, to 
bleſs, 

Can mark, with kind Regard, the Mour- 
ner's Cry, 

And ſmile the heart-fed Tear from Sor- 
row's eye. 

Prompted by Hope, and yet repulsd by 


Fear, 
The Wide, and the Or pban court your 


Ear; 
Who, 


: v4 
Warts | 
* . 


DEDICATION. » 


Who, while a living Father bleſt her 
Days, | 


Was taught by him, to feel ſuch /7rtue's 
Praiſe. | 1 

Oft was he honour'd, and his Lays ap- 

prov'd, 

By Him, your gentle Heart ſo Nobly 
lov'd 

And O!] forgive me, that, in lowly 
State, 


A Tear of mine preſumes to /peak your 
Fate—— 


Then, let regardful Silence tell the 
reſt : 

Tis bold, to rouſe a Sigh, in /uch a 
Breaſt ! 
One 


vi DEDICATION. 


One wiſh indulge : and grant a Parent's 
Fame 
Th' undying Glory of your RO YA 


NAME. 


— 
With the profoundeft Reſpe# and Duty, 
MA DAM, 
Tour Royal 5 | 
Devoted and moſt obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


URANIA JoꝝNs ON, 
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TO 1TH E 


R E A D E R. 


H E Generous Encouragement, 
that has been given to this Sub- 
ſcription, can only be repay'd by 
the beſt Acknowledgments of Grati- 
tude from thoſe, whoſe Service it was 
intended to promote; and they ſee, 
with the utmoſt Satisfaction, fo many 
ILLusTRIOUs NAuESs do Honour to a 
Writer who is no more.—Had he been 
living, his Works muſt have been till 


more deſerving of that Patronage, they 


arc 


To the RRE APD E R. 


are here diitinguiſh'd by; as, in that Caſe, 
they would have received the Advan- 
tage of his cooleſt Correction, before 
he would have ventured them abroad 
into the World. ——For the Want of 
this Advantage, every candid, every 
feeling Reader will make due Allow- 
ances ; fince what has (in this parti- 
cular Reſpect) prejudiced the Satis fac- 
tion of the Public, has been a private 4 
Family's great and irretrievable Miſ- 7 
fortune. . = 
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James George Douglas, Eſq; 
James Douglas, Eſlqj 
John Daye, Eſq; 
William Davis, Eſq; 
Libert Dorrien, Eſq; 
John Dorrien, Efq; 
John Dunford, Eſq 
Francis Douce, MD 
George Dance, Eſq; 
William Dowdeſwell, Eſq; 
George Dudley, Eſq; 
Philip Delahaiſe, Eſq; 
John Delafont, Eſq; 
Thomas Delamaine, Eſq; 
Benjamin Mendes Da Coſta, 
. Eſq; 
Solomon Da Coſta, Eſq; 
Moſes Mendes Da Coſta, 
Eſq; 
The Reverend Mr Jeremiah 
Dunbar 
The Rev Dr Delany 


Mr Emanuel Mendes. Da 


Coſta, F. R.S. 
Mr Thomas Deming 
Mrs Elizabeth Dolman 
Mrs Daſhwood 
Mrs Sophia Day 
Mrs Dolliffe 
Mrs Sarah Da Coſta 
The 


The Rt Hon Lord Delvin 


The Rev Mr Doughty, AM 
The Rev Mr Hugh Jeans 
Mr Dawſon 


Mr William Duncan 
Mr Thomas Dubois 
Mr John Dupuy 

Mr Thomas Delamotte 
Mr John Dunbar 

Mr Benjamin Day 

Mr John Dexter 

Mr Michael Dyer 

Mrs Ann Donnellan 
Mrs Davers 


E 


HE Earl of Effingham 

The Earl of Fetington 

| The Counteſs of Egre- 
mont 

The Rt Hon Lady Elibank 

The Right Rev Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Ely 

Sir Joha- Evelyn, bart 

Sir Henry Erſkine, bart 

The Hon Colonel William 

Elliot 

The Hon Welbore n. 
Eſqʒ 

The Rev T Dr Egerton 

* Peter Errecarte, Eſq; 

William Rawlinſon Earle, 
Eſq; 

e. Elliſon, Eſq; 

John Eaton, Eſq; 

Abſalom Evans, Eſq; 

Richard Emmot, Eſq; 

Jonathan Ewer, Eſq; 

Charles Eyres, Eſq; 


The SUBSCRIBERS Names. 


Edward Eyres, Efq; 
John Edwards, Ele; 
John Eyles, Eſq; 
John Ellis, Eſq; 
Mr Henry Evans 


Mr Jolhun Eamonſon, At- 


torney 

r John Elgar 

r Samuel] Enderby 
Mr John Ellill 
Mrs Elmy 
Mrs Edwards 
Mrs Earle 
Mrs Elliot 
* Mrs Harbin Eftwick 
*Miſs Elliſton 


Miſs Edwards 


F 


HE Earl Fitzwalter 
The Counteſs Fitz- 
willams _ 
The Rt Hon Lord Forteſcue 
The Right Hon Lord Fau- 
conber 
The Rt Hon Lord Folke- 
ſtone 
*The Right Hon Lady Viſ- 
counteſs Fane 
The Right Hon Lady Vit. 
counteſs Fitzmaurice 
The Right Hon William 
| Finch | 
The Right Hon Lady Ca- 
milla Fleming 
Sir Matther Featherſtone, 
bart 
The Hon Colonel Fitz- 
williams 
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The Hon Colonel Foreſter 

The Hon Mrs Charlotte 
Fane 

The Hon James Forbes, 
Eſq; 

The Hon Robert Fairfax, 
Eſq; | 

The Honourable Governor 
Fleming 


Tohn Cope Freeman, Eſq; 

William Fraſier, Eſq; 

The Lady Frafier, Eſq; 

Charles Frederick, Eſq; 

John Frederick, Eſq; 

* Thomas Frederick, Eſq; 

* Major Frederick Frank- 
land 

Martin Folkes, Eſq; F R.S. 

Nicholas Fazakerly, Eſq; 

Andrew Fletcher, Eſq; 

Samuel Fludyer, Eſq; Alder- 
man 

Thomas Farr, Eſq; 

Thomas Floyd, Eſq; 

John Ford, Eſg 

Moſes Franks, Eſq; 

*Shabrick O'Flaherty, Efq; 

Edward Fitzgerald, Eſq; 

Thomas Forſter, Eſq; 
Turkey-Merchant 

Thomas Foſter, Eſq; 

Edmund Field, Eſq; 

Peter Floyer, Eſq; 

John Frederick Fryes, Eſq; 

Thomas Fowel, Eſq; 

Rear Admiral Fcx 

George Fotheringham, Eq; 

John Fuller, Eſq; 

Samuel Foote, Eſq; 


Robert Raikes Falthorp, 

E. | 

Mr Thomas Farrer 

Mr John Fiſher, junior 

Mr John Fullagar 

Mr John Freke, Surgeon 

Mr Joſeph Freame, Banker 

Mr Edmund Floyd 

Mr John Fiſher 

Mt William Fletcher, Mer- 
chant 

Mr Feary 

Mr Robert Foſter, -junior 

Mr John Baptiſt Fromoat 

Mr John Flaming 

Dr Thomas Franks 

The Hon Mrs Forteſcue 

* The Hon Mrs Finch 

Mrs Elizabeth Fortnam 

Mrs Fitzgerald 

* Elizabeth Fitzgerald 


G 


H E Duke of Gordon 
The Dutcheſs of 
| Gordon 
* The Marquis of Granby 
The Marchioneſs of Granby 
The Earl of Godolphin 
The Earl of Guildford 
The Right Hon Lord Viſ- 
count Gage 98 
* The Right Hon Lady 
Viſcounteſs Gage : 
* The Right Rev Lord bi- 
ſhop of Gloceſter 
* 'The Right Hon Lady 
Betty Germain 


The SUBSCR1BERS NAuzs. 


His Excellency baronCharles 
SQuſtave Gillenſpetz 
His Excellency, Signior 
Gaſtaldi, Genoa Reſi- 
dent | 
Sir Ludovick Grant, bart 
Sir John Gordon, bart 

Sir James Gray, bart 

Sir Ralph Gore, bart 

Sir Richard Glynn, Knight 
and Alderman 

The Hon Lieut. Gen. Guiſe 

The Hon Admiral Thomas 
Griſſin 

The Hon Baptiſt Leveſon 
Gower, Eſq; 

The Hon Colonel Griflin 

John Garth, Eſq; 

John Gore, Eſq; 

* William Gore, Eſq; 

William Grant, Eſq; 

The Hon Francis Godol- 

-.- pl El; 

* The Hon Henry Green- 
ville, Governor of Bar- 
bados 

The Rev Dr 
Groſveſnor 

The Rev Dr Guiſe 

James Gordon, Eſq; 

Thomas Gerrard, Eſq; 

David Garick, Eſq; 

Mrs Garrick | 

Thomas Gore, Eſq; 

Henry Green, Eſq; 

Edward Gibbon, Eſq; 

Edward Godfrey, Eſq; 

* John Gray, Eſq; 

John Goldſborough, Eſq; 

John Graham, Eſq; 


Benjamin 


William Dixwell Grimes, 
Eſq; 

Lewis Granom, Eſq; 

Joſeph Grove, of Rich- 

mond, Eſq; 

Thomas Gilbert, Eſq; 

Robert Godere, Eſq; 

Dr Maurice Greene 

Capt Samuel Graves 

Capt Caleb Grantham 

Capt Gregory 

Mr Henry Giffard 

Mr William Giffard 

Mr William Greenhough 

Mr James Green 

Mr Francis Goſling, banker 

Mr Thomas Griffin 3 

Mr George Green, Attor- 
m—_ 

Mrs Jane Green 

Mr Thomas Green, Mer- 

| chant | 

Mr Michael Greenhow 

Mr Grignion, junior 

Mr William Grey, Attor- 
ne | 

Mr William Gomme 

Mr Henry Godde 

Mr Greenfield 

Mr Thomas Gt imſtede, 
Jeweller 

Mr John Garſed 

Mr Robert Haſelfoot Ger- 


rard 


Mr John Gibſon 


Mr Guilford Gibſon 
Mr Thomas Graham 
Mr Matthias Gale 
Mr Thomas Geeve 
Mr William Gill 


b2 Mr 
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# LIST of 


Mr Bernard Gates 

Mr Richard Guy, Surgeon 

Mr Ambroſe Godfrey, Chy- 
miſt 

Signora Nicolina Giordani 

Mr Richard Grayſon 

The Hon Mrs Gunning 

Mrs Sarah Gale 

Mrs Gaſhry, of Bloomſ- 
bury - ſquare 

* Mrs Gordon 

Mrs Heſter Gape 

Mrs Gardiner, of Queen- 
ſquare 

Mrs Elizabeth Gould 

Mrs Gregory 

Miſs Frances Granger 


H 
H E Duke of Ha- 


milton 
* 'The Dutcheſs of Ha- 
| milton 
* The Marquiſs of Har- 
tington 
The Marchioneſs of Har- 
tington 
* The Earl of Holderneſs 
The Counteſs of Holderneſs 
The Earl of Harcourt 
The Counteſs of Harcourt 
'The Earl Home 
* The Earl of Hillſborough 
'The Counteſs of Hillſbo- 
rough 
The E ar] of Hertford 
"The Counteſs of Hertford 
The Counteſs of Hallifax 
The Rt Hon Lord Harley 


The mo Hon Lady Har- 
cy 

The Right Hon Lord Ho- 
bart 

The Right Hon Lady Do- 
rothy Hobart | 

The Right Hon Lady Ar- 
chibald Hamilton 

The Right Hon Lady Ann 


Hamilton 
The Hon Lady 


Right 
Hervey 
The Lady Harvey 
The Lady Hewett 
The Lady Humble 
*The Lady Caroline Har- 
ur 
The La Hopkins 
The Hon Miſs Howe 
'The Hon Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Hawley 
Sir Francis Head, Bart 
Sir Thomas Harriſon, Knt. 
Sir Joſeph Hankey, Knight 
and Alderman 
Sir Robert Hildyard, Bart 
The Honourable Thomas 


Hervey 
The Hon Mrs Hervey 
The Hon Col. Howard 


The Hon Willam Ha- 
milton, Eſq; 

The Hon Colonel John 
Hunter 

The Hon Colonel William 
Herbert 

Caleb Harding, M. D. 

* George Hay, LL.D. 

William Harvey, Eſq; 

Thomas 
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The SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Thomas Hill, Eſq; Mem- 
ber for Shrewſbury 
Thomas Hill, Eſq; Secre- 


Robert Henley, Eſq; 
Jacob Hackman, Eſq; 
Diederic Jacob Hane, Eſq; 


tary to the Lords of William Hippeſly, Eſq; 


Trade 
Capt Thomas Hill 
Capt Charles Hardy 
Capt John Hallet 
Capt John Hutchinſon 
Capt Thomas Holland 
John Holmes, Eſq; of New 
Broad-ſtreet Buildings 
Richard Haddock, Eſq; 
Hyde, Eſq; 
The Rev Dr John Hume 
Joſiah Hort, Eſq; 
George Hunt, Eſq; 
* William Herbert, Eſq; 
* George Frederick Handel, 
Thomas Orby Hunter, Eſq; 
Paggen Hale, Eſq; 
Pheaſant Hartley, Eſq; 
William Hutchinſon, Efq; 


William Hungerford, Eſq; 


William Hammond, Eſq; 
Thomas Hawkins, Eſq; 
* Henry Herring, Etq; 


William Clay Harvey, Eſq; 


Sampſon Harvey, E'q; 
Langley Hill, Eſq; 

James Hubbard, Eiq; 
William Hambleton, Eſq; 
Humphrey Hanmore, Eſq; 
Jonn Hickman, Eſq; 
Willam Hulls, Eſq; 


Dominic Harabetia, Eſq; 


David Heckſteter, Eſq; 
Edward Harman; Eſq; 
James Hewett, Eſq; 


Joſiah Hardy, Eſq; 


Richard Horne, Efq; 
Humberſton, Eſq; 

Mr Malthus Howard, Mer- 
chant 

Mr John Horne 

Mr John Holmes 

Mr James Hill 

Mr Thomas Hill, Wine- 
Merchant 

Mrs Elizabeth Hill 

Mr William Hill, Attorney 


' Mr Edward Hill, junior 


Mr Matthias Hodgſon, of 
Gray's-Inn 

* The Rev Mr George 
Harveſt 

Mr Coen Havercomb 

Mr Veley Haſelfoot 

Mr William Hogarth 

Mr John Hogarth, Surgeon 

Mr Joſeph Heaton 

Mr William Havard 

Mr Hutchinſon _ 

Mr Thomas Harriſon 

Mr John Hay ward 

Mr Thomas Hooton 

Mr James Hartwell 

Mr William Hartley 

Mr James Hammond 

Mr Thomas Hall 

Mr Edward Hewitt 

Mr Baſt] Herne, Attorney 

Mr John Haley 

Mr Nathaniel Harris 

Mr Maurice Hammond 

Mr George Hutton | 

Mr William Howe Mr 
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Mr Samuel Horne 

Mr Phillip Howell 

Mr William Huſſey, At- 
torney | 

Mr John Houlton 

Mr Chriſtopher Hedges 

Mr Ifaac Hamys 

Mr Thomas Handley 

Mr Richard Hoare 

Mr Hitch 

Mr William Howard 

Mr Henry Howard 

Mr James Hope 

Mr Greſham Hackwell 

Mrs Sarah Hodges 

Mrs Jane Hart, of Hill- 
ſtreet 

Mrs Harthrope, of New- 
ington 


Miſs Elizabeth Hawkins 


1 


HE Right Honour- 
able Lord Ilcheſter 
The Right Honourable Lady 
Viſcounteſs Irwin 
Sir Harry Inglefield, Bart 
Sir Hildybrand Jacob, Bart 
Sir John Jenour, Bart 
Sir Edmund Iſham, LL.D. 
Sir John Ingleby, Bart 
Stephen Theodore Janflen, 
Eſq; and Alderman 
John Jolliffe, Eſq; 
Samuel Jebb, M. D. 
Ralph Jenniſon, Eſq; 
Major Johnſton 
Samuel Johnſton, Eſq; 
- Auguſtus Jagar, Eſq; 


A LIST 


of 
Edward Ironſide, Eſq; Al- 
| derman 
Nathaniel Jones Eſq; 
Samuel Johnſon, Eſq; 
John Jeſſe, Eſq; 

Robert James, Eſq; 
Bryan J Anſon, Efq; 
Theodore Jacobſon, Eſq; 
Charles Ingram, Eſq; 
Samuel Ingram, Eſq; 
Henry Iſaac, Eſq; 

Samuel Joynes, Eſq; 
Daniel Jell, Eſq; 

Samuel Ibbotſon, Eſq; 
Charles Jennens, Eſq; 

Mr Samuel Jervis 

Mr Edward Ives 

Mr Job Johnſon 

Mr Richard Jones, Attor- 


ne 
Mr George Jones, Attor- 


ney 

The Reverend Mr Thomas 
Jones 

Mr Richard Ans, Mer- 
chant 

Dr Jones, of Hatton-Gar- 
den | 

Mr Theophilus Jones 

Mr Iſaac Iſmay 

Mr William Jerrit 

Mr Rowland Jones, At- 
torney 

Mrs Mary Jones 

Mr Henry Jolly 


Mr John Jackſon 


Mr Henry Jones 
Mrs Mary Jones 
Mrs Jobſon 


Mrs 


The SUBSCRIBERS NEMES. 


Mrs Ingliſs 
Miſs Iriſh 


K 


HE Duke of King- 
ſton 
* The Right Hon Lord 
King 
* Sir John Lyſter Keye, Bart 
The Hon Lady Kerr 
The Hon William Keppel 
The Rev Dr Scawen Ken- 
rick | 
The Rev Mr William King 
Matthew Kenrick, Eſq; 
Gilbert Kennedy, M.D. 
Francis Knollys, Eſq; 
Cotton King, Eſq; 
Henry Knight, Eſq; 
Thomas Knight, Eq; 
ames Kerr, Eſq; 
[he Reverend Mr Keith 
Mr Keith 
Mr Thomas Kitchen 
Mr Richard Kent 
Mr Leonard Kilham 
Mr Thomas Keene 


L 


H E Duke of Leeds 
The Dutcheſs Dow- 
5 ager of Leeds 

The Earl of Lauderdale 
The Earl of Londonderry 
The Counteſs of Lincoln 
The Counteſs of Litchfield 
* The Right Hon Lord 
chief Juſtice Lee 


Stephen Law, Eſqʒ 


The Right Hon Lady Lux- 
borouzh 

The Right Hon Lord Lang- 
dale 

The Right Hon Lady Bar- 
bara Leigh 

* The Rt Hon Sir George 
Lee, LL.D 

The Right Hon Sir John 
Ligonier, Knight af 
the Bath, and General 
of Horſe 

The Right Hon Henry 
Legge 

The Honourable Mr Lum- 
ley | 

* The Lady Lombe 

Sir Robert Long, Bart 

The Lady Long 

The Lady Parker Long 

Sir Charles Le Blon 

Sir Edward Lyttleton, Bart 

Sir Robert Ladbroke, Knt 
and Alderman 

* Geerge Fox Lane, Eſq; 

John Lockman, Eſq; 

* James Lacy, .Eſq; 

Joſeph Love, Eſq; (two 
Sets, S. P.) 

* Charles Lane, Eſq; 

William Langton, Eſq; 

Bartholomew Lucas, Eſq; 
Lake, Efq; MEN 

* Henry Lyell, Eſq; 

William Lawſon, Eſq; 


Edward Lloyd, Eq; 


John Leland, Eſq; | 
Gabriel Lopez, Eq; 
Thomas Lambe, Eſq; - 


Peter 
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Peter Ludlow, Eſq; 
Bibye Lake, Eſq; 
Peter Le Keux, Eſq; 
Ranjat Lehook, Eſq; 
en Lloyd, Eſq; 

* John Larpent, Eſq; 
John Lee, Eſq; | 
Joſhua Le Queſne, Eſq; 
John Lloyd, junior, Eſq; 
Richard Law, Eſq; 

James Lambe, Eſq; 

John Lorance, Eſq; 

Thomas Lane, Eſq; 

William Lynch, Eſq; 

— Longland, Eſq; 

Michael Lally, Eſq; 

Edwin e Eſq; 

Peter Leigh, Eſq; 

George Leigh, Eſq; 

Erafmus Lewis, Eſq; 

The Rev Mr Robert Law- 
fon 

Mr David Langton 

Mr Samuel Lloyd 

Mr Stephen Lloyd 

Mr Thomas Long 

Mr Thomas Lough, At- 
torney 

* The Rev Mr William 

Lowther 

Mrs Lowther, of Scot ne- 
Yard 

Mr Joſeph Letch 

Cornet Edward Ligonier 

Mr James Horton Lang- 

ſton, Merchant 
Mr Joſeph Littlefier 
Mr John Leathwaite 


* Mr Charles Lalauze 


Mr James Long 


Mr John Longden 
The Rev Mr | iddle 
Mr Frederick Lovibond 
Mr Edward Lambert 
Mr Thomas Lees 


Mr Richard Lodge 


Mr Langſtaffe, of Garlick- 
Hill 

Mr Iſaac Lindo, junior 

Mr Charles Lowth 

Mr James Lynde 

Mr James Leake, ſenior 

Mr James Leake, junior 

Mr Charles Lacy 

Mr Richard Leveridge 

Mr Thomas Lowe 

* Mr John Lee 


M 
HE Dutcheſs Dow - 


ager of Mancheſter 
The Earl of Moreton 
* The Earl of Middleſex 
The Counteſs of Middleſex 
The Counteſs Dowager of 
Montrath 
* The Right Hon. Lord 
Montfort 


* The Right Hon Lord 


James "Manners 


The Rt. Hon Lord Robert 


| Manners 
The Right Hon Lord Wil- 
liam Manners 
The Rt. Hon Lord George 
Manners 


The Right Hon Lord John 
Murray 
The 
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The SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


'The Right Hon Lord May- 
nard 

The Right Hon Lord Mon- 
fon 

The Right Hon Lady Mon. 
ſon 

The Right Hon Baron 
Munchauſen 


* The Right Hon Lady 
Barbara Montague 

The Right Hon Lady Eli- 
z abeth Murray 

The Lady Lucy Merick 

The Lady Maurice 

Sir Andrew Mitchell, Bart 

Sir Richard Maningham, 
M. D. 

Sir Henry Marſhal, Knight 
and Alderman 

Sir William Meredith, Bart 

Sir William Milner, Bart 

Sir Henry Monro, Bart 

Sir Thomas Morgan, Bart 

Sir John Morgan, Bart 

The Hon Colonel Thomas 


Murray 

The Hon James Stewart 
Mackenzie 

The Hon Colonel James 
Mill | 


John Murray, ſenior, Eſq; 
* William Morgan, Eſq; 
Thomas Morgan, Etg; 
Matthew Morley, M. D. 
Nicholas Man, Eſq; F. R. 8. 
Miles Mann, Eſq; 
Henry Montague, Eſq; 
Moſes Mendes, Eſq; 
Lewis Mendes, Eſq; 

Jacob Mendes, Eſq; 


Solomon Mendes, Eſq 

Edmund Morris, Eſq; (two 
Sets, S. P.) 

The Hon Colonel Moſtyn 

Lomax Martin, Efq; 

George Metcalf, Eſq; 


William Morehead, Eſq; 


David Mallet, Eſq; 
* Edward Matthew, Eſq; 
Counſellor Maſon 
* James Moore, Eſq; 
Spark Martin, Eſq; 
John Anthony Merle, Eſq; 
Mr Weid Marchtos, Secre- 
tary to the Elector of 
Saxony 
* - Madox, Eſq; 
John Mills, Eſq; 
* Hugo Meynill, Eſq; 
Mrs Meynill 
Benjamin Martin, Eſq; 
Benjamin Martin, M. D. 
Robert Mitchell, Eſq; 
John Maſon, Eſq; 
Hugh Morgan, Eſq; 
Mrs Morgan 
Major Matthews 
William MePhedreſs, Eſq; 
Tohn Moorey, Eſq; 
David M:ddleton, Eſq; Sur- 
geon General | 
Edward Medley, Eſq; 
John Alexander Menuret, 
: Eſq; | 
Alexander Macraby, Eſq; 
Hutchinſon Mure, Eſq; 
William Mitchel, Eſq; 
Edmund Maſon, Eſq; 
Francis Mannock, Eſq; 
Capt 
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A LIST of 


Captain Alexander Mac- 

pherſon 
ohn Main, Eſq; 
homas More, Efq; 

* Mr Charles Macklin 

Mr Henry Moflop 

Mr Robert Morgan 

Mr William Merrifield 

Mr Michael Martindale 

Mr Mavillain 

Henry Major, Gentleman 

Mr Arthur Miller 

Mr Thomas Martin 

Mr William Minet, Mer- 
chant 

Mr Gilbert Gibſon Mac- 
murdo 

Mr Archibald Maclane 

Mr Richard Morhall 

Mr Thomas Maltby, junior 

Mr Robert Mandeville 

Mr John Amberſon Martin 

Mr John Marſh 

Mr John Marſhall 

Mr William Moffield 

Mr William Marks 

Mr Merryman 

Mrs Elizabeth Mills 

Mrs Michel), of Bloomſ- 

bury- Square 

Miſs Middleton 

Miſs Ann Middleton 

Miſs Malyn 


N 


* HE Dutcheſs of 
| Norfolk 
The Dutcheſs of Newcaſtle 


The Earl of Northumber- 
land | 

The Counteſs of Northum- 
berland | | 

The Earl of Northampton 

The Earl of Nitheſdale 

The Right Rev Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Norwich 

The Hon Lady Jane Noel 

The Hon Lady Elizabeth 
Noel 

The Hon Lady Juliana 
Noel ae 

The Hon William Noel, 

E ſqʒ 

*The Hon Richard Savage 
Naſſau, Eſq; 

The Hon Miſs Neville 

Michael Newton, Eſq; 

The Rev Dr Nichol 

Capt Henry Newton 

Capt John Nicleſon 

John Newe, Eſq; of Plai- 
ſtow 

Robert New, Eſq; 

Edward Northey, Eſq; 

Edward Nightingale, Eſq; 

John Newman, Eſq; 

Thomas North, Eſq; 

Charles Nealer, Eſq; 

Richard Naſh, Eſq; of the 
Bath 


Mr John Noyes, of Gray's- 
Inn | 

Mr John Nelſon, Apo- 
thecary 


Mr John Norman 
Mr William Nightingall 
Mr Peter Newman | 
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The SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Mr Ralph Noden, Mer- 
chant 

Mr Richard Nutt, Printer. 

Mr William Newman 

Meſſieurs Naſh and Smith 

Mrs Sarah Nicholſon 

Mrs Nugent 

Miſs Margaret Nicoll 

Miſs Gunter Nicholl 

* Miſs Noſſiter 

* Miſs Millicent Neate 

Miſs Norris | 


O 


* H E Earl of Or- 
1 
The Earl of Upper Of- 


{or | 
The Counteſs of Offory 
The Right Hon Arthur 


Onllow, Speaker of 


the Houſe of Com- 
mons 
Brigadier General Richard 
Offarell 
Garton Orme, Eſq; 
Robert Ongley, Eſq; 
Capt Robert Ogle 
Capt Orme 
William Ottley, Eſq; 
Deery Ottley, Eſq; 
Richard Oliver, Eſq; 
William Oakden, Eſq; 
Capt Obrien 
Mr Iſaac Ogden 


Mrs Phillis Owen, of Hack- 


ney 


P 


HE Duke of Port- 
—_— 

* Earl of Pomfret 

The Counteſs Dowager of 
Pomfret | 

The Counteſs of Plymouth 


The Counteſs of Peterbo- 
rough 
The Earl of Panmure 


The Right Hon Lord Viſ- 
count Powerſcourt 

The Right Hon Lord Viſ- 
count Palmerſton 

The Right Hon Lord Viſ- 
count Preſton | 

The Right Hon Lord Pul- 

teney Tb UH, 

The Right Hon Lord Peter- 
ſham 

* His Excellency, Count 
Perron, the Sardinian 
Ambaſlador 

The Right Hon Lady Paw- 
lett 

The Right Hon Lady Ca- 
therine Pelham 

The Right Hon Lady Mary 

Powis | 

* The Right Hon William 
Pitt 

The Hon John Pitt, Eſq; 

The Hon Lieutenant Ge- 


neral Pulteney 


The Hon Mrs Phipps 


The Honourable 


Colonel 
Perry | 


The 


41 LIST ef 


The Right Rev Lord Bi- 
ſhop of Peterborough 

The Hon Miſs Pelham 

The Hon Miſs Grace Pel- 
ham 

Sir Samuel Prime, Serjeant 
at Law 

Sir Will. Beauchamp Proc- 
tor, Bart 

* Sir John Packington, Bart 


James Parſons,M.D. F.R.S. 


Thomas Pelham, Eſq; 
William Veller Pepys, Eſq; 


John Pennington, Eſq; 


James Peachy, Eſq; 
John Allen Pueſey, Eſq; 
Peregrine Palmer, Eſq; 
Prince, Eſq; of Bloomſ- 
bury- Square 
James Plunket, Eſq; 
* William Popple, Eſq; 
William Perkins, Eſq; 
Edward Clarke Pariſh, Eſq; 
Joſeph Pickering, Eq; 
Richard Parſons, Eſq; 
e Paul, Eſq; 

illiam Perry, Eſq; 
The Hon Mrs Perry 

Palmer, Eſq; 
Benjamin Price, Eh 
John Price, Eſq; 
Charles Price, Eſq; 
Richard Price, Eſq; 
John Porter, Eſq; Alder- 
man 

George Pitt, Efq; 


Thomas Pitt, Eiq; 


* Mrs Ann Pitt 


Mrs Lucy Pitt 


The Hon Miſs Pitt 


Thomas Phipps, Efq; 
Thomas Potter, Eſq; 
Mrs Ann Potter 

Henry Pierſe, Eſq; 
Chriſtopher Puller, Eſq; 
Mr John Pearſe 

Mr Henry Porter 

Mr James Pieſley 

Mr Perry 

Mr John Puget, Merchant 
Mr Samuel Plumb 

Mr Reſta Patching 


Mr Robert Pell, Surgeon 


Mr James Pratt, Merchant 

Mr John Parker 

Mr ſeremiah Parker 

Mr Gregory Pember 

Mr David Abenatn Pi- 
mentel 

Mr Charles Pitman 

John Pool, Gent. 

Mr George Purvis 

The Rey Mr Pilkington 

Mr John Preſtage 

Mr Abraham Pitches, Mex- 
chant 

Mr Parſons, Staymaker 

Miſs Suſanna Parſons 

Signor Paſlerini 

Mr John Pinchbeck 


The Hon Mrs Pulteney 


Mits Pulteney | 
Mrs Margaret Pocock 
Mrs Frances Penvold 
Mrs Pritchard 

Mrs Judith Paul 
Miſs Sarah Parker 


Miſs Peyne 
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The SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Q 
R Robert Quarme 


Mr Walter Quin, 
| Merchant 


R 


HE Duke of Rut- 
land 
The Marquiſs of Rock- 
ingham 
The Earl of Radnor 
* His Excellency, Baron 
Roſencrats, Ambaſſa - 
dor from the King of 
Denmark 
* Count Reus 
The Rt Honourable Lord 
| Romney 
The Rt Honourable Lady 
Romne 
The Rt Hon Lord Ravenſ- 
worth a 
The Hon Lady Charlotte 
Ratcliff 
The Rt Hon Sir John Ruſh- 
out, Bart 
* The Right Hon Lady 
Ann Ruſhout 
The Right Hon Lady Char- 
lotte Rich 
Sir Dudley Ryder, Attor- 


ney General 


Sir John Robinſon, Bart 


Sir William Richardſon, 

Bart | 

Sir William Rowley, Ad- 
miral of the White 


Sir Benjamin Rawling, Knt 

The Hon Colonel Robin- 
ſon 

The Hon Miſs Robethon 

The Reverend Mr Richard 
Rawlin 

Dr Robinſon, of Hatton- 
Garden 

John Robins, Eſq; _ 

Jonathan Raſleigh, Eſq; 

Thomas Rawlinſon, Eſq; 
Alderman 


Alexander Reid, Eſq; 


John Rich, Eſq; 

Samuel Ruſh, Eſq; 

Chriſtopher Rigby, Eſq; 

Joſhua Radſhaw, Eſq; 

Thomas Ryder, Eſq; 

Capt Roche 

Samuel Reynardſon, Eſq; 

Charles Rogers, Eſq; 

* George Bridges Rodney, 
Eſq | 

John Anthony Rucker, Efq; 

Henry Rocker, Eſq; 

George Ruck, Eſq; 

Alexander Ready, Eſq; 

Matthew Ridley, Eſq; 

John Ribinſon, Eſq; 


Fitzherbert Richards, Eſq; 
Henry Reade, Eſq; 


Francis Reynolds, Eſq; © 

John Roberts, Eſq; | 

Capt Raymond, of Upton 

Mr Thomas R aſhdale 

Mr Morgan Rice, Mer- 
chant | 


Mr Michael Ryſbrack 


Mr Henry Riddel, Surgeon 


F 


Mr Samuel Roffey 

Mr Edward Robinſon 

Mr Ravens 

Mr Samuel Richardſon (ſix 
Sets, S. P.) 

Mr Charles Ritchie, Mer- 

| chant 

Mr Giles Rook 

Mr Thomas Reid 

Mr Lomax Ryder 

Mr William Rogers 

Mr John Rigby, junior 

Mr Henry Raper, Mer- 
chant 

Mr Riſtat : 

Mr Morton Rockliff 

Mr Ridoubt 

Mr James Roſco 

Mr David Roſs 

Mr John Royce 

Mrs Ann Rand 

Mrs Ann Richards 

* Miſs Roache 


8 
* RANCES, Dutcheſs 


Dowager of So- 
merſet | 
Charlotte, Dutcheſs Dow- 
| ager of Somerſet 
The Earl of Shaftſbury 
* The Counteſs of Shaftſ- 
| bur 
The Counteſs Dowager of 

Suffolk | 
* The Counteſs Dowager 
: of Strafford 
The Counteſs Dowager of 
Stafford 


A LIST AT 


The Counteſs of Sandwich 

The Counteſs of Stamford 

The Earl of Scarborough 

The Earl of Shrewſbury 

The Earl of Selkirk 

The Rt Honourable Lady 

| Dowager Strange 

The Rt Honourable Lady 

Strange 3 

The Right Hon Lady Ca- 
roline Stanhope 

The Honourable Lady Sid- 
ney Sherard 

* The Hon Sir William 
Stanhope, Bart 

The Lady Shadwell 

Sir George Saville, Bart 

The Hon Lieutenant Ge- 
neral St George 

The Hon James Stuart, 
Chief Admiral of the 
Fleet 


The Hon John Spencer, Eſq; | 


Andrew Stone, Eſq; 

* William Sloper, Eſq; 
David Scott, Eſq; 

Richard Sclater, Eſq; Al- 
| derman 

* George Lewis Scot, Eſq; 
William Strode, Eſq; 
George Stead, Eſq; 

Peter Shaw, M. D. 

Meyer Schamberg, M. D. 
Iſaac Schamberg, M. D. 


Edmund Sawyer, Eſq, 


Joſeph Salvador, Eſq; 
Paggen Shaw, Eſq; 
Thomas Spearman, Eſq; 
Byſhe Shelley, Eſq; 
Henry Sturt, Eſq; 
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The Rev Dr Squire 

John Smith, Eſq; 

William Springet, Eſq; 

Alexander Strahan, Eſq; 

John Shackleton, Eſq; 

George Shelvock, Eſq; 

Richard Stratton, Eſqz 

Capt Smith 

William Sturrock, Eſq; 

(Two Sets) 

Thomas. Spencer, Eſq; 

The Hon Colonel Seabright 

William Smith, Eſq; 

Capt Scot _ 

Capt Jeniſon Shafto 

Samuel Strode, Eſq; 

William Smith, Eſq; Se- 
cretary of the South- 
Sea Company 

Thomas Salter, Eſq; 

Anthony Seal, Eſq; 

Peter Simond, Eſq; 

Thomas Stanyford, Eſq; 

Harry Spencer, Eſq; 

Iſaac Scot, Eſq; | 

* Hungerford Spooner, Eſq; 


John Adolph Scroder, Eſq; 


Edward Simpſon, LL.D. 
Thomas Shadwell, Eſq; 
John Stabler, Eſq; 
Abraham Spalding, Eſq; 
Thomas Shippey, Eſq; 
Capt Thomas Stevens 
Capt Richard Shubrick 
William Sharpe, Eſq; 
William Swingburne, Eſq; 
William Savage, Eſq; 
John Scott, Eq; 
George Scraſe, Eſq; 
Charles Scraſe, Eſq; 


The SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Richard Salway, Efg 

* Robert Sutton, junior, 
Eſqz 

John Swale, Eſq; 

Charles Stuart, *Eſqz 

Edward Smith, Eſq; 

Samuel Stevens, Ef 

Joſeph Simſon, Eſq; 

John Stace, Eſq; 

The Rev Mr Sims 

Mr Peter Sainthill, Surgeon 

The Rev Dr Joſeph Sten- 
nitt 

The Reverend Mr William 
vcigter” ©: 

Mr William Sharpe, Sur- 
geon 

Mr Robert Stephens 

Mr John Sowden 

Mr Robert Simſon 

Mr Euſebius Sweet 

Mr Thomas Swayn 

Mr Luke Spatkes 


Mr Francis Salt, Attorney 


Mr Thomas Stickland 
Mr John Serocoid 

Mr Joſepn ic 

Mr Thomas Scott 

Mr John Stor 

Mr William Stevenſon 
Mr William Swan 

Mr Griffith Smith 

Mr John Sherrat 

Mr Thomas Strangeways 


Mr Stretheld 


Mr Richard Sheldon 
Mr John Smith 


Mr William Smith 


Mr Edward Say 


A LIST 


Mr Samuel Still 

Mr William Sheldon 
Mr Simon Stanton 
Mr Adolphus Stamper 
Mrs Science 

Mrs Ann Strode 
Mrs Scot 

Mrs Stample 

Mrs Sloper 

Mrs Mary Sparrow 
Mrs Ann Smith 
Miſs St Auſtin 
* Miſs Maria Stead 


© 


H E Marquis 
Tweedale 
The Marchioneſs of T wee- 
dale | 
The Earl of Thanet 
The Earl of Tankerville 
The Earl Temple 
The Counteſs Temple 
The Right Hon Lord Tal- 
bot 
The Right Hon Lady Tal- 
ee 
* The Right Hon Lord 
| Viſcount Tyrconnel 
The Right Hon Lord Tren- 
tham 
* Sir nn. 
Bart 
Sir Edmund Thins, Bart 
The Hon Mrs Margaret 


Trevor 


of 


The Hon Mrs Elizabeth 


Trevor 


Sir John Thorold, Bart z 


Jonathan Tyers, Eſq; 


Thomas Tierney, Eſq; 


The Hon Mrs Mary Tuf- 
ton 

The Hon Admiral Townſ- 
hend 

*The Hon Colonel I 
Townſhend 

John Tuckfield, Eſq; 

* Robert Taylor, M. D. 

Thompſon, M. D. 

* George Thompſon, Eſq; 

The Hon Colonel John 
Thomas 

Philip Ryley Taylor, Eſq; 

Robert Tracy, Eſq; 

James Talbot, Eſq; 

Joſeph Taylor, Eſq; 


Henry Thrale, Eſq; 
William Taſh, Eſq; 
Thomas Taſh, Eſqz 
William Thortton, Eſq 
John "Thornhaugh, Eſq; 
Mrs Arabella Thornhaugh 
Timothy Tullie, Eſq; 
Harry Thompſon, Eſq; 


John Thornton, Eſq; - 
John Thornbrough, Eſq; 
Richard Thelwall, Eſq; 
The Rev Dr Terrick 
The Rev Dr Tough 
The Rev Mr Tidcombe 
Samuel Tuffnell, Eſq; 
Walter Taylor, 'Efq; 
3 Thiſtlethwayte, 
Mr Neal Tweiſdale 
Mr Henry Thompſon 
Mr Robert Turlington * 
* 1 


The SuBSCRIBERS NAMES, 


The Rev Dr Taylor 
The Rev Mr Tidcombe 
Mr Nathaniel Thomas 
Mr John Troughton 
Mr Thomas Tapſon 
Mr Jacob Treve 
Mr John Taylor, junior, 
Occuliſt 
Mr Turner | 
Mr Richard Thurſton, At- 


torney. 


3 
[HE Right Hon Lady 


| Vere | 

* His Excellency, Signior 
Vignola, Refidentfrom 
the Republic of Venice 

Sir George Vandeput, Bart 


Sir Joſhua Van- neck, Bart 


The Hon Admiral Vernon 


The Hon Colonel Vander- 


:  _— 

The Hon Thomas Villiers, 
—_— 

* Samuel Vandewall, Eſq; 

Richard Vernon, Eſq; 

Edw. Vernon, Eſq; Turkey- 
Merchant 

Thomas Vernon, Eſq; 

Henry Vernon, Eſq; 

Mrs Vernon 

* Thomas Unham, Eſq; 

Henry Voght, Eſq; 

Samuel Underhill, Efq; 

Edward Unifteville, Eſq; 

Capt Vancourt 

Mr Michael Ventades 

Mr Joſeph Vere 


Mr James Unwin, Attorney 
Mr George Vaughan 

Mrs Sarah Vaughan 

Mr Thomas Vincent 

Mr James Udney 

Mr Uſher 

Mrs Rebecca Vick 


W 


HE Right Hon the 
Karl of Waldegrave 
* The Counteſs of War- 
wick 
The Counteſs of Winchel- 
ſea 
The Right Hon Lord Wen- 
man | 
The Rt Hon Lord Went 
worth | 
The Right Hon Lord Chief 
Tuftice Willes 
The Right Rev Lord Biſhop 
of Wincheſter 


The Right Rev Lord Bi- 


ſhop of Worceſter 

* His Excellency, General 

| Wall, Ambaſſador from 
the King of Spain 

The Honourable Sir Martin 
Wright | 

The Hon Colonel Walde- 
grave ; 

The Hon Lady Walde- 


Tave 


*The Hon Horatio Wal- 


pole, Eſq; 
* The H6h Sir Edward 
Walpole, Knight of 
the Bath 
"ea The 


— 
— —— — 
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The Honourable Lad y Mary 
Wrotteſley 


The Lady Frances Williams 


The Hon Colonel Wade 
The Hon Colonel Wilſon 
The Hon Mr Serjeant Wil- 
ſon 
Horatio Walpole, jun. Eſq; 
Thomas Walpole, Eſq; 
Sir Will, Wentworth, Bart 
Sir Whiſtler Webſter, Bart 
The Lady Wheate 
The Lady Warren 
William Wood, Eſq; Se- 
cretary to the Com- 
miſſioner of the Cu- 
ſtoms 
* Pleaſance Watſon, Eſq; 
* Capt Thomas Willyams 
Henry North, Eſq; 
Iſaac Ware, Eſq; _ 
George Wilſon, Eſq; 
Edmund Wilſon, Eſq; 
William Wilkins, Eſq; 
Thomas Whitheld, Eſq; 
John Wilks, Eſq; 
Charles Wymondeſel, Eſq; 
Toſeph Wight, Eſq; 
Robert Wood, Eſq; 
Andrew Wilkinſon, Eſq; 
Pinkney Wilxinſon, Eſq; 
John White, Eſq; 
Ralph Willet, Eſq; 
John Wenham, Eſq; 
Simon Weld, Weld, Eſq; 
Richard Wallen, Eſq; 
Thomas Williams, Eſq; 
Thomas Worſley, Eſq; 
Jermyn Wright, Eſq; 


Willi ono: 


Abel Walter, Eſq; 

John Winter, Eſq; 

John Wainewright, Eſq; 

Thomas Warner, Efq; 

Vere Warner, Eſq; 

Robert Willis, Eſq; 

Thomas Weſtern, Eſq; 

William Windham, Eſq; 

Alexander Wright, Eſq; 

William Watts, Eſq; 

Thomas Walters, Eſq; 

Paul Whitehead, Eſq ; 

Robert Wright, Eſq; 

Timothy Waldo, Eſq; 

Thomas Wood, Eſq; 

Mr Samuel Waldo 

Mr Philip Worlige, At- 
corney 

Mr Joſeph Winwood 

Mr Walker, of Weſtham 

The Rev Mr Warburton 

Mr Richard Willis 

Mr Henry Woodward 

Mr Francis Wilſon 

Mr Roger Watts 

Mr William Watts 

Mr John Wilcox 

Mr Edmund Wilcox 

Mr John Walſh 

Mr John Williams 


Mr Thomas Webb 


Mr John Wright 


Mr Andrew Wilſon 


Mr Edmund Warkman 
Mr John,Woodbrid ge 
Mr Matthew Wilkins 
Mr James Wedell 

Mr Richard Wilſon 
Mr Anthony Weber 
Mr George Ward 

| Mr 
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The SUBSCRIBERS NAuzs. 


Mr William Waller 

Mr Richard Worlage 

MrWhite, Treaſurer, of Co- Y 
vent-Garden Theatre 

Mr John Wilſon IS Grace, the Arch- 

Mrs Margaret Woffington biſhop of York 

Mrs Ward The Counteſs of Yar- 

Mrs Elizabeth Ward mouth 

Mrs Sylvia Wanſtanley The Hon Philip Yorke, 

Mrs Wittewrong Eſq; 

Mrs Wood „The — Dr Edward 

* Mrs Priſcilla Wildman Younge 

Mrs Catherine Wynne Hitch Younge, Eſq; 

Miſs Witham Mr Robert Younge, Sur- 

Miſs Weſtcombe geon 

Miſs Mary Wilſon Mr Yates 


* 


SUBSCRIBERS Names omitted in the LIST. 


* The Right Honourable Lord Aber gavenny 

The Counteſs of Coningſby 

The Honourable Mrs Elizabeth Cavendiſh 

The Lady Rachael Auſtin 

Bernard N, Efq; 

Thomas Pelham, Eſq; 

Nathaniel Sacheverel, Eſq; 

Jonathan Wharton, Eſq 

Captain Northy 

The Reverend Mr Bernard Baker 

Mr Thomas Hawkins, late Surgeon to his Majeſty's 
Forces in South Carolina and Georgia 

Mrs Ann Aſhby 

Mrs Ann Donnella 

Mrs Lucy Pitt 
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ORIGINAL LETT E R 8. 


To Lord PETERBOROUGH. 


Nov. 10, 1710. 
My Lokp, 
H Es E two or three days 


endeavours at inclining 
my wife to the honour 
propos d me in attending 
your Lordſhip abroad, 
| | have been ſpent in vain; 
for he not + only continues poſitive againſt 
it, but has made her father fo ſtrongly on 
her ſide, that he reſents my inclination as 
warmly as his daughter. 


1 - 
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Over and above this, I find myſelf un- 
timely engaged i in ſo many bargains, on ac- 


count of the opera, as the Dutcheſs of 
Vor. I. 1 Sreuſ 


2 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


Shrewſbury can inform your Lordſhip, that 
I want power to withdraw myſelf from 
that affair this winter. 


I am ſo very ſorry for my prevention 
from ſuch an honour and ſatisfaction, that 
my concern can only be enceaſed by the 
loſs of your Lordſhip's favour, which a ſe- 

_ cret veneration for your perſon and unpre- 
cedented glories, made me proud of; and 
I beg your Lordſhip would impute it to 
that pride I take in ſerving you, that I pre- 
ſume to hope, among the offices of truſt 
you ſhall beſtow at home, I may be yet al- 
lowed the honour to retain the title of 


=== 
RE 


—— — 
— — — 
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My Lord, 


_ 


Yeur Lordſhip's moſt entirely faithful 


— 


and obedient Servant, 


| 
q 
N 
| 
a 


A. HIL. 


E 
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To the EARL of OXFORD. 
April 14, 1714. 


My Lox, | 
JF it might be forgiven me, in the con- 
I templation of your virtues, to forget 
your quality, I would venture to declare 
myſelf a lover of your Lordſhip; but, by 
the diſtance between us, fincerity itſelf will 
look leſs than it is. I have too much defe- 
rence to profeſs my affection, and too little 
{kill to deſcribe my admiration; for tho' I 
ſpeak no words ſo gladly as thoſe which en- 
deavour at your praiſes, yet, J am never ſo 
much confounded, as at that time when I 
labour in vain for language to expreſs what 
i: is not in language to utter. | 


A LovtR of his country, profeſſing that, 
does beſt declare himſelf your Lordfhip's 
admirer. In the very moment you were 
reſcuing a nation from ſhame, you have. 
raiſed her to glory. I look up with plea- 
ſure at your growing honours, and remem- 
bring how many mighty things were lately 
to be done, am ſtruck dumb with wonder, 

| | that 
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that, in ſo ſhort a time, there ſhould be no- 
thing to do. 


How proud ſhould I be made by a poſſi- 
bility to be ſerviceable to your Lordſhip ! 


yet, how joyfully do I fee you above being 


benefited by my ſervice; but it is the duty 
of the weakeſt Eng///hman to contribute the 
little he can towards leſſening his burthen 
who has unloaded the nation. I bring my 
mite to the treaſury with as ardent a devo- 
tion as can accompany the richeſt offerer ; 
and if I draw too blunt a weapon in your 
Lordſhip's cauſe, I put it into a hand which 
is eaſily able to give it an edge, if the metal 
Will bear it. 


Ir my impatience for the full meridian of 
your glory has not blinded me, it will be 
eaſy for your Lordſhip to give birth to a 
fund, which may (without oppreſſion, or 
complaint) be capable, in the approaching 
ſeſſion, at once to ſupply as many millions 
as ſhall be neceſſary, and enable the govern- 
ment to remit the land- tax, at leaſt, and be 
gainers by doing it. As an introduction to 
which, your Lordihip will allow me to 
preſume that 


No 


ö 
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No tax can be ut, that is not equal. 

No tax equal which affects not every 
member of the body politic, in a 
due proportion to the difference of 
circumſtances, 


No tax, how juſt and equal ſoever, 
can be ſafe, whoſe influence lies hea- 
vy upon trade and manufacture. 


WII theſe three negative poſitions in 
my eye, I have been thinking on a new 
kind of contribution, general, juſt, and equal; 
no way prejudicial to trade, but on the con- 
trary, a great encouragement to it. A fund, 
which every body joins to raiſe, and which 
will, notwithſtanding that, be paid inſen- 
ſibly. 5 


Ir cannot but he welcome to the people, 
becauſe it will be a much greater advantage 
to every man, in his private capacity, than 
his ſhare in the payment can counterbalance. 


Ir will be capable of almoſt infinite im- 
provement, immediately bring in a revenue 
of four millions yearly, and add to the na- 
tional ſtock of money, at leaſt, four and 


twenty. 


B 3 ST 
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IT differs from all others in this particu- 
lar, that tho' the charge of collecting will 
be very great, it is provided for by a means 
ariſing within itſelf, and will occaſion no 
deduction from the revenue it produces. 


IT will naturally, and without compul- 
fion, reduce the intereſt of money to four 


per cent. and raiſe the purchaſe of lands 
Pro Rey, 


I LATELY ſent a ſervant with a ſeal'd 
packet, wherein I had ſubmitted an imper- 
fect ſcheme of the deſign to your Lord- 
' ſhip's judgment; but, the porter pleading 
orders to receive no parcel from an un- 
known hand, I am forced to addreſs a ſin- 
gle letter, with the incloſed, from whence, 
when your Lordſhip ſhall have leiſure to 
command my attendance, I thall be proud 
to deliver it with my own hand; an ho- 
nour I had not propoſed to myſelf, but that 
it could not reach you as I defigned, for I 
am honeſtly, and with an unbiaſſed inte- 


grity, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordfhip's moſt devoted, 
And moſt obedient Servant, 


AARON HILL, 
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To the Earl of OxrorD. 
May 12, 1714. 
My Lokp, 


17 cannot be the ſmalleſt of your trou- 


bles to be frequently fatigued by im- 
pertinent addreſſes. Such as mine have 
long lain under the imputation of ſelf- inte- 


reſtedneſs and wildneſs of imagination; but 
whatever guilt I may incur from the /a/? of 


theſe two crimes, in the irt, I am ſure, I 
have nothing to anſwer for. 


Tux date of the incloſed will inform your 
Lordſhip how long it is, ſince it was deliver- 
ed at your door. —I am perſuaded it never 
reached your hands, becauſe I never was in- 
formed it did : A condeſcention your Lord- 
ſhip would, unqueſtionably, have ſubmitted 


to, in an affair, which carried ſuch a face of 


additional benefit to a people, who have al- 
ready ſo many bleſſings to thank you for. 


Mr genius bids me ſhun a court; I am 
fincerely humble enough to know myſelf 


' unqualified for buſineſs, and ſo naturally 


"> devoted 
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devoted to retirement, that preferment 
would rather rob me of my quiet, than 
give the lceſt addition to my preſent happi- 
neſs. I am ſo far from aiming at an inte- 
re{t in your favour, that T ſhall ſtudiouſly 
endeavour to avoid every opportunity of 
giving you reaſon to ſuppoſe it. If there- 
fore your Lordſhip did not receive the 
letter, of which the incloſed is a copy, and 
ſhall pleaſe to give ſuch notice as deſired, I 
will ſend the ſcheme, as you direct me, 
without other hope, than that it may de- 
ſerve your Lordſhip's regard and correc- 
tion; and free from any wiſh more ardent 
than that of ſeeing you as much beyond the 
power, as you are within the aim, of malice 


and ingratitude, I am, with the higheſt 


veneration, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt Obedient, and 


| Devoted humble Servant, 


A. HII. 


Myr 


”—_ 
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1718. 
My LoRp, 
TH O' I have not the honour of know- 
ing your Lordſhip, but as every body 
elſe does, by the lire of your actions; yet, 
I take the liberty to addreſs you with free- 
dom; as a perſon, who, enriching noble 
blood with learning, courage, and wiſdom, 
will not look for an excuſe from one, who 
troubles you with what, he thinks, may 
be of ſervice to his country. 


Bur I will treſpaſs a little on your Lord- 
ſhip's patience, to introduce a declaration, 
of the particular cauſe, which has urg'd me 
to become a ſollicitor of your goodneſs. 


Travs ſpent nine years of thirty-three in 
travel; and endeavouring earneſtly for ſome 
degree of knowledge, and experience, I 
have learnt, to gueſs ſo well at what has 
moſt weight, in court ſollicitations, that not 
having previouſly been preſented by a pa- 
tron, I ſhould hope for but little -. gard, 
did not a kind of irreſiſtible impulſe in- 
cline me to look towards your Lordſhip, 
as to one of thoſe great ſpirits, which riſe, 

now 
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now and then, like new ftars, to adorn, and 
dignify the age, they ſhine in. 


IMST wholly depend on fortune, in 
the effect of this addreſs to your Lordſhip : 
For ſince I learnt to ſtay at home; I have 
ſo ſtrangely affected a private, I might ra- 
ther ſay, a retir'd life, that neither in the 
late queen's time, nor fince the happy reign 


of his preſent glorious majeſty, have I cul- 


tivated any court intereſt, or ſo much as 
aim'd at an office, either civil or military; 
though I have been a voluntary ſearcher 
into the duties of both, as well in cities as 
armies ; and that in great part, without the 
bounds of Europe. But having lately ap- 
plied my endeavours, to improve one of our 
natural advantages, for creating a ew pro- 
duct, beneficial in general, but particularly 


ſo, to the woollen Manufacture (the little 


hiſtory and fate of which deſign, the en- 
clos'd account will acquaint your Lordſhip 
with, if it merits the honour of your read- 
ing) I err'd in the choice of my means, and 
met with diſappointments, which have 
made it neceſſary, (for the ſake of my fa- 


mily) that I endeavour, to repair a large 


breach in my fortune ; and I would do it, 


if 
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if poſſible, the nobleſt way, by owing any 


future proſperity of mine, to ſome bene- 
fit I procure to my country: And thus, 
your Lordſhip has the undiſguis'd motive 
of my preſent application. 


IT is ſometime, ſince I became concern'd 
with Sir Robert Montgomery, and ſome o- 
ther gentlemen, in a deſign to ſettle a new 
plantation of his majeſty's ſubjects, to the 
South of Carolina; the whole intent of 
which, will be juſtly apprehended by your 
Lordſhip, on peruſal of the enclos'd little 
treatiſe, which Sir Robert made public, with 
leſs ſucceſs, than he expected; upon which, 
and ſome other views, which fell in his way, 
he declin'd any further endeavours, for ad- 
vancement of the colony propos'd ; and I 
bought his grant of him with a firm reſolu- 

tion, to purſue the deſign by myſelf. 


A SETTLEMENT of the Exgliſb, in this 
part of America, will be of conſequence to 
our national intereſt, for the following rea- 

ſons, beſides thoſe, hinted in Sir Robert's 
propoſal. 1 


Tux 
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Taz French, by the unlucky correſpon- 
dence of their /akes with St. Laurence's ri- 
ver, and the Mi/i/ippi, their new-nam'd 
Sr. Louts, have built forts all along at the 
backs of our plantations, throughout the 
whole northern continent of America, and 
are eagerly advancing a new intereſt, by eſta- 

bliſhing a powerful colony, on the Mexican 
Guifh ; with a view to their future advan- 
tage, by trading with the richeſt part of 
New Spain, in time of peace, and attack- 
ing them, when at «war. If this goes on, 
unobſerv d, they are excluded, in vain, from 
a traffick in the Sczth- Seas, &c. for by this 
midland channel, they can privately, with- 
out ſending their ſhips any farther than to 
Canada, ſupply and overſtock the Spaniſh 
market from Lovifana, with European goods, 
brought thither down the Miſiſippi in 
large flat-bottom'd veſſels, which they have 
built at Quebec and Monreal, and all along 
their rivers for this very purpoſe : while 
we, having no ſettlements on the Gu/ph of 
Mexico, can know nothing of the matter. 


IT ſhould ſeem, therefore, that the ſu- 
reſt way to prevent this ill conſequence, is 
to 
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to plant a colony of our own, juſt upon 
them, which may watchtheir deſigns, and 
be a check to their ambition, 


Mr grant, from the Lords Proprietors of 
Carolina, gives liberty to extend the ſet- 
tlement, to their utmoſt Southern bounds, 
which being as far, as 29 degrees, and 
running back, indefinitely, to the We/tward ; 
your Lordſhip, caſting your eye on the lit- 
tle map enclos'd, will fee, that the North 
coaſt of the Mexican Gulph, is all within 
that limit : ſo that, under covert of this 
grant, a ſettlement may, unexpectedly, and 
without noiſe, be made ſomewhere on the 
river of Apalachia; or in any commodious 
place thereabouts : not, with ſhips ſent thi- 
ther round the Cope of Florida: but croſ- 
ſing by land, from the upper parts of Al- 
LATAMAHA 7:ver, where the ſhips may 


firſt land the colony. 


NE1THER could the Engliſb claim, to 
ſuch a ſettlement, be fairly diſputed, when 
'tis made. Not by the French, who 
having taken upon 'em, to aſſume to them- 
ſelves, and new-chrilien, at once, whole 
South-weſt Florida, will ſcarce preſume to 


queſtion 
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queſtion his majeſty's right to Apalachia 
which is part of a tract long ſince granted 
by King Charles the Firſt, to the then Earl 
of Arundel, who caus'd actual poſſeſſion 
to be taken : but the troubles of that reign 
coming on, put a ſtop to the deſign, and 
the grant was either ſurrender'd or ne- 
glected. The Spaniards had once a ſmall 
ſettlement about Apalachia, and the Indian 
nations in the neighbourhood, depended 
on them; but theſe Indians are conquer'd 
by the Engliſh of Carolina, in the laſt war, 
and tranſplanted to a ſettlement, on the 
river Allatamaha, a great deal more Nor- 
therly ; and ever fince, the whole country of 
Apalachia, and for ſome hundred miles 
round it, has been ur. 


Your Lordſhip will fo readily conceive 
the encreaſe of Engli/h power, and inte- 
reſt, in America, when, by this means, a 
fafe port ſhall be open'd to their ſhipping 
on the Mexican Gulph, that I need not 
be particular. But becauſe ſuch a ſettle- 
ment ought not to be begun with fewer 
than five hundred Men, and to raiſe, cloath, 
and furniſh ſuch a Number, will require a 
confiderable expence, I ſtand in need of 


your Lordſhip's encouragement, in pro- 
curing 
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curing a favour from his majeſty, which 
will make this part eaſy. | 


IT appears on record, that inthe year 1612, 
King James the Firſt, to encourage the then 
new plantation of Virginia, granted licence 
for a lottery, which was drawn in St. Paul's 
Church, at London, and the profits applied 


by the grantees, for ſtrengthening that ſet- 
tlement. 


Now, notwithftanding the A# againſt lot- 
teries in England, yet, the union having been 
made ſince the date of that AF, a licenſe 
under the Scots Seal, may be given me, if 
your Lordſhip will be pleas'd to promote it 
by a word in ſupport of ſuch a petition to 
his majeſty, for drawing ſuch a lottery at 
Edenborougb, or, in ſome other of the Roy- 
al Boroughs, within fix months from the 
date of the licenſe: under inſpection of 
the magiſtracy, for well ordering the fair, 
and public drawing of ſuch lottery. 


'This licenſe might empower me to pre- 
pare, and cavſe to be deliver'd out, if your 
Lordſhip thinks fit, by ſome bank or ſociety 
of general credit, one hundred thouſand. tic- 

NED gets, 
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at forty ſhillings a-piece, the money to be 
kept by them, in truſt ; and paid on demand, 
to the fortunate, in proportion to their 
prizes; which ſhould amount to the whole 
money paid in, for the tickets : only a de- 
duction of twelve or thirteen per cent. ſhould 
be made on all prizes, and apply'd in diſ- 
charge of expences, and tranſporting the 
men on the deſign, above-mentioned. 


I rRay God, this propoſal may have 
the fortune, to meet with your Lordſhip's 
approbation ; I will not then doubt its re- 
ceiving your encouragement : and as for the 
diſpoſal of the tickets, I ſhall eaſily find 
means to cauſe em to be bought up imme- 
diately ; that ſo no delay may be given, 
but the. men be carried over, this next 
ſummer. OY 


I VIII not preſume to preſs, too fre- 
quently, among the crowd of your perſecu- 
tors. But when your Lordſhip ſhall be 
free enough from public cares, to allow 
me the honour of knowing your pleaſure, 
I will hope for a ſhare of that favour, which 
the generous and noble, are moſt willing to 
give, 
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give, where they ſee it, — nodeſtly wiſh'd 


for. 


No gain polluted aim inſpires my view, 
I ſeek not Mice, nor r-ward purſue. 
More nodly fir'd my thoughts high ſchemes 
deſign, 
To ſtretch dominion, and make empire 
ſhine : 
Oh! were my w hes bleſt, and thy kind 
"ear, 
Would once, impartial, my Conceprions 
e Hear 1 
Th' important moment might re/o/ves 
produce, | 
Ard cloath ideas with ſubſtantial uſe ! 


I witL conclude with telling your 


Lordſhip, that though I talk of aſſiſtance, 
I defire no other aid, than your encourage- 
ment and good countenance to forward the 
deſign, which I have abovemention'd, and 
which you will perfectly conceive, by per- 
uſing the papers inclos'd — Our citizens, 
merchants, and fuch as commonly eſteem 
themſelves the fitteſt perſons to promote 
theſe undertakings, are too often, men of 
narrow fouls, confin'd views, and ſtinted 
education, RF look only to the prefeut 


Vor. l. C proſit 
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profit, and deſtroy their own aims, by their 
ill-manag'd caution, or inſatiate avarice — 
Under ſuch men's evil influence, we muſt 
not wonder at the numerous miſcarriages, 4 
which caſt an odium on new undertakings. 

Hut if gentlemen of birth, power, and know- 
ledge, (who think at large, and take in rea- 
ſon, in her full dimenſions, and not as ſhe 
is crippled, and bound up, by her cloſe quar- ; 
ters in a narrow brain,) would once aſſume 3 
the encouragement of ſuch attempts, they Z 
would not only deliver them from this 3 
worſe than Egyptian bondage, but, at the ſame I 
time, ſecure to themſelves the moſt illu- 
ſtrious of all rewards ; by helping on deſigns, 
ſo well calculated, to remain a living me- 
morandum of their names and virtues. But 
that your Lordſhip may the more willing- 
ly. pardon me the freedom of this addreſs, I 
will haſten to conclude it with a declaration 
how much I am, 
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Your Lok DSHIP's 


 Moff cbedient bumble Servant, 


A. HILI. 
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May 3, 1720. 


MAD AM, 


1 WAs ſo ſtupified, by ſenſe of your great 


weight of ſorrow, that a week is paft, 
and I have yet no power to reaſon on the 
terrible calamity. It would indeed, be an 
officious inſult in good nature to allow itſelf 
the privilege of offering inſignificant ad- 
vice, to ſuch an underſtanding, as yonr own, 
ſo exercis'd in deep affliction : And yet, this 
laſt great ſtroke, ſo following upon the neck 
of others, almoſt equally inſupportable, com- 
pels and calls upon the duties; both of pity 


and of friendſhip, to ſay ſomething (how un- 


fit ſoever) to aſſert the part we bear, in ſuch 
a frial of your excellence. | 


REMEMBER, Madam, that you ſuffer, in 
a ſuffering world. Tis true, a thouſand, 
who have none of your accompliſhments, 
have alſo none of your great griefs to ſtrug- 
ole with. God meant uncommon minds, 
to bear nncommon diſpenſations: Tis the 
juſtice of his hand, as well as its ſeverity. 
— He ſuits the labour to the ſtrength ; and 
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lends us an example, in ſuch reſignation, 
and ſuch piety as yours, for the inſtruction 
and advantage of the weaker. 


Ir may, perhaps, be ſome relief to think, 
if you bave loſt a boſom friend, he too, 
has loſt his pain, his diſappeintments, and his 
injuries: He is deliver'd from ingratitude 
and malice, and has exchang'd anxtety, for 
endleſs happineſs. If tis decreed, that you 
and all your dear loſt comforts, are to meet, 
in a ſerener world, and know each other 
there, conſider, Madam, you are moſt to be la- 
mented, who are % to taſte a joy, that thoſe 
you mourn for, are now ſharing—And, if we 
mult not pleaſe ourſelves with that delight- 
ful, and immortal hope, what motive can 
deſerve our anguiſh, that concerns a world, 
ſo frail, and where our bleſſings are ſo ſhort 
and periſhing ? 


I am afraid, I ſay too much, yet feel, I 


ſay too little. I ſhould ſcarce know, when 
to end, were my concern the meaſure of 
ry letter. I would have waited on you, 


but ] dare not truſt my courage; yet, I ſhall 


not long be able to ſtay from you, tho' I 


know the weakneſs of all comfort, in ſuch 
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cales as your preſent one, which is truly 
and affectionately mourn'd by, 


Madam, 
Your mojt humble 


And obedient Servant, 


A. HILL; 


To Dr. GEeoRGE SEWEL, M. D. 


wept. 3, 1720. 
SIX, 


1 AM perfectly pleas'd with the frankneſs 
of your ſpirit, but have half a mind to 


be angry at the archneſs of your apology: 
You exalt me to the dignity of a South- 


Sea Director, that you may, thence, take 
occalion to make a bubble of my poetry; 


yet yourſelf have much the faireſt pretence 


to the direclor ſhip, who are ſo overburden'd 


with Hoch, that you mix gold with lead, and 


ſtake wit againſt folly, in a needleſs apo- 


logy. | 
C3 Tur 
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THe Inſtances, which you have dotie me 
the favour to collect, as a pre, that my foem 
contradicts the rules of my prejace; and is 
guilty of thoſe very faults, it condemns, 
are either juſt, or miſtaken : If the %%, I 
am oblig'd by your correction of my judg- 
ment; if the ſecond, by the opportunity 
you have given me, to do myſelf juſtice. 


YouR remark on my preface is, I fear, of 
the ſecond kind; and your miſtake muſt 
have ariſen, from too ſtrict an underſtand- 
ing of the word conſtellation. The com- 
pound, you know, means indefinitely the 
conjunction, or ſhining out of many 
ſtars together ; you ſhould not, therefore, 
have confin'd your idea to any known, or 
particular conſtellation, becauſe I expreſlly 
ſay, a new conſtellation. — Now, a new 
conſtellation may be as large, as one will 
fancy it. The milky way itſelf, in the moſt 
literal ſenſe, is but a continued conttellation. 
The obvious meaning of the metaphor is 
this - I conſider Mr. Pope, as a poet, of 
ſo general, and extenſive a genius, that I 
look up to him, as to a zew conſtellation, 
wide enough to croſ-ſpangle the whole NHea- 
yen of poetry, with a milky way of fancy, 

and 
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and breaking out upon our nation, with 
equal heat, and brightneſs :—TIf you pleaſe 
to review the alluſion in this light, I pre- 
ſume, you will diſcern, that it had been ſo 
far from ending better where you would 
have it end, that it could not have ended 
at all there, without remaining lame, and 
imperfect, and depriv'd of the whole vigour 
and ſpirit of its meaning. 


The third line of the poem muſt have 
had the misfortune to be read unattentively, 
or you would certainly have comprehended 


Begot ex:/tence, and bid Being be. 


Gop might have begotten exiſtence more 
ways than one. The firſt part of the verſe 
therefore, is gencra!, and affirms what he 
did — He begot being: The ſecond part is 
particular and deſcribes how he did it— He 
bid it be; that is, he created at a word. You 
cannot but remember that Lenginus has re- 
mark'd on this very paſſage in Mef-s's ac- 
count of the Cycation, as an example of the 
ſublime — God ſaid, let there be, and there 


WS. 


C 4 E1THER 
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EITHER my judgment deceives me ex- 


treamly, or your cenſure of the following 
line is very ill grounded : 


« For Darkneſs brooding o'er the deep, had 


motion cver/aid. 


Tur image of overlay:ng, you ſay, is 
mean, and lo, in the great work of the cre- 
ation: Pray note, that I uſe it not at all in 
the Creation, but in the Chaos, previous to 
it; where it is both metaphorically, and 
literally true ; for in the huddled commix- 
ture of atoms, the /zghter were oppreſs'd, 
and kept down by the werghty. — I had 
hopes that my meaning in this place would 
be cl-ar, becauſe in the line immediately 
foregoing that which you have cenſur'd, 1 
had mark'd as emphatic, the words, thick, 
lil, and heavy. 


ON one Side, and on the nt fide, you ſay, 
are both in the ſame flanza. — 1 wiſh, you 
had explained how that makes a fault : — 

If by identity of the rhyme, you may ob- 
| ſerve 'em far aſunder, and not meant to 
| rhyme together. And as to the different 
| meanings — The ſpirit collects the firſt faint 

beamings 
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beamings of light, and ranges them on the 
right ſide, and then drives, to his lef?, the 
curling mounts of darkneſs : After which 
God paſſing betwixt both, gives High the 
name of Day, and that of Night to the 
darkneſs : So that you ſee, there was an 
evident neceſſity for diſtinguiſhing the ² 


/ides; and you would ſooner have ſeen it, 


if, after your hand had firſt put them toge- 
ther, you had not ſtopt there, but ſent out 
your ſpirit to paſs alſo between them. 


WurxN the Creator, in dividing the wa- 
ters above the firmament, from the waters 
below it, chuſes for himſelf in the verſe, 


« All above this, be mine. 


I am forced to diſſent from your opinion, 
that the ſpeech is unbecoming his dignity, 


and reſembles a mortal's taking poſſeſſion of 


a little ſpot of earth; the word above is ſig- 
nificant, and of importance; above the fir- 
-mament are the very words of Moſes : 
Words, tho' they are God's, muſt be adapt- 
ed to our common ideas, of high and low, 
of meaſure and diſtance : It is impoſſible 
to write poetry, and avoid images of this 

kind 
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kind in ſuch a ſubject, and your cenſure 
would fall heavier on Milton's celebrated 
deſcription of God's golden compaſſes, which, 
with one foot center'd in Chaos, and the 
other ſweeping thro' it, deſcrib'd the circle 
of the earth, with the moſt mathematical 
exactneſs. I ſay nothing to this paſſage, 
but that your friend Mr, Addiſon is very 
large in his praiſe of it. 


THe roſe and the lily, in the third ſtanza, 
I very freely give up to your diſpoſal: You 
may order them to be tranſplanted to the 
cheeks of the firſt country. Phillis, who can 
kiſs you without bluſhing ; but the words, 
| for ornament, in the ſame ſtanza, I can't part 
| with ſo eaſily : They do not only (unleſs 
1 my ear miſleads me) add a majety to the 
ſound, but are even neceſſary to the ſenſe 


| 
| alſo ; if I had only ſaid, 


| &« And here and there an unchath'd rock re- 
| main'd, 


The word wncloath'd might have rais'd 
an idea of deficiency, as if the dreſs of the 
earth had been left unfiniſhed and 1mper feet ; 


but the interpoſition of the words for orna- 
e 
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ment, gives a reaſon, /y theſe rocks were 
left naked, that the wildneſs of one part of 
the proſpect, againſt the lovelineſs of the 
other, might ſet them both off by effect 


of variety. 


YouR objection concerning the word ow 
in the fourth ſtanza, has much more of 
the plauſible, than the juſt; I was very far 
from aiming, in this place, at any ſuch 
quaintneſs, or turn of thought, as you men- 
tion. If yon Earth, ſays God, diſplays ſuch. 
beauties to the Heavens, it is fit that the 
Heavens (in their nature more vo ſhould 
be alſo, more ſhowy, more illuſtrious in ap- 
pearance; ſince therefore, abearauce has 
the chief place, in the meaning of this paſ- 
ſage, I think you are too ſevere upon 
poor ſhow, to call it wretched!y trivial: Tis 
a word of much emphaſis, and takes it ill 
at your hands, that you treat it ſo fami- 


liarly. 


IAGRERE with you perfectly, in your ob- 
ſervation againſt the uſe of profan'd phraſes 
(as one may call em) in ſerious poetry: But 

there is infinite difference between, ſo ſaid 


fo 
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Jo done, (where the air of burleſque is ma- 
nifeſtly owing to the whimſical repetition 
of ſo,) and 'twas ſaid and done; which car- 
ries with it a majority, from the force of its 
meaning, and is introduc'd with a ſerious and 
ſolemn air by what immediately foregoes it, 


The word was God's —'twas ſaid and done. 


Tux Sun and the Moon are both at your 
ſervice. Pray, take it as a proof of the 
reſpec? I have for you! they are things 
which a poet can very ill part with. 


I am entirely in your ſentiment that Zhou 
ſea would have been better than O ſea! 
though the O is as well imperative, as 
precatory ; I am alſo of your mind, that no 
harſh technical terms ſhould be introduc'd 
to roughen poetry with the dryneſs of Phi- 
loſophy ; but I am not convinc'd that I have 
us'd any ſuch in the two ſtanza's you men- 
tion, unleſs you reckon ſenſation and germ:- 
nation of that number, which you cannot 
well do, becauſe they. are mvy/ical in their 
ſeund, very eaſy in their ſenſe, and ſtill 
more explain'd by the epithets which I have 
given them. 


1 I THANK 
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I THANK you very heartily for your ob- 
ſervation, about the contradictory ideas of 
beckoning and inſtinct: It is ſo ingenious and 
diſtinguiſhing, that I take pleaſure in waving 
whatever might be ſaid in defence of the 
expreſſion, and abandon it to your mercy. 


Ir the Bear and the Goat had not counte- 
nances too ridiculous, to allow one to be ſe- 
rious in their company, I would obſerve to 
you, that poſitron and attitude have in poetry, 
the ſame effe as in painting.—In the pic- 
ture of a parhament-houſe, it would look 
a little odd, to place an 4/5 among the Se- 
nators, yet the beaſt might have his ſtation 
in ſome part of the proſpect, ſo that the /u- 
dicrous may in ſome caſes be conſiſtent with 
the admirable, | 


Tux three lines of the ſeventh ſtanza, 
which you conceive to be imperfect and 
labouring with a /ownrſs of thought, and 
weakneſs of expeſſion, I cannot give up, 
becauſe I am of opinion, that they deſerve 
to be defended. The chain of reaſoning, 
in find, cannot juſtly be thought inconſiſtent 
with the div/ne attributes, fince this manner 
of expreſſion is made familiar to the mouth 


of 
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of God, by thoſe very {criptures which con- 

vey to us our /:gh!/7 notions of his maje/'y ; 

nothing is more common than to find him 

reaſoning, reſohving, ſuſpending his reſoluti- 

on, repenting, &c. Theſe are figures of 

8 rather ſuited to the /owneſs of our 

human conception, than adapted to the ope- 

rations of the divine ſpirit, As for the 

word labour, which you accuſe of diminiſh- 

ing our idea of the creator — He reſted from 

0 bis labcur, is the very expreſſion of the text: 

1 Nay, the taking up /ix days in the work, 

ll implies a natural neceſſity of conſidering it, 

i as a /abour, It was however, but the la- 

| bour of his word, not his hand, as Mr. Milton 
pl has made it. 


I am very much oblig'd to you for your 
compliment, on the thought of collecting 
the ſeveral duſts, which men were made of, 
from all parts of the earth; but 1 aſſure you 
I am not beholden for it, to any of the fa- 
thers: J have learnt indeed ſo much ride, 
out of ſome of their writings, that I might 
have been apt to grow vai upon your praiſe, 
in the -g77:177g of the paragraph, if your 
provident regard to the duties of Humility, 
had not cool'd me again, in the ce of it. 


I AM 
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I AM afraid, I muſt enter my proteſt a- 
gainſt your obſervation, concerning a tranſ- 


poſition of the four laſt lines, to make the 
poem end thus: 


«« Be mindful -e, who made thee, can 


deſtroy ! 


Ir would, 'tis true, have left an impreſ- 
ſion of more maje/ty, or rather terror, on 
the mind of the reader: But every poem, 


you know, ought to point out ſome moral ; 
and the line, 


And curb the haughty ſellings of thy heart, 


being an inference from the former, im- 
prints a very uſeful and folemn 1n//ru&1n, 
that we ſhould correct, as much as poſſible, 
the impulſes of our pride, by reflecting 
continualiy on the weakneſs of our nature, 
and dependance of our condition, 


AND now, Sir, I have gone over every one 
of your remarks, with a udgment, which, I 


am ſure, is impartial, however it may be mi 


taken, I have only defended, what I could 
not give up, becauſe injuſtice, tho' done by us 
to ourſelves, is nevertheleſs injuſtice. It is 


your 
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your am, I dare ſwear, and that of every 
bonejt man, to feel truth, as it is; without 
regarding whether its edge may cut for, or 
againſt you. I am ſincerely oblig'd to you, 
even for endeavouring a detection of my 
errors, and ſhould never place a value on 
the praiſe of that man, whoſe capacity could 
not ind, or whoſe freedom not diſcover the 


Faults, I may alſo be guilty of. 


Ir it ever lies in my power to be of ſervice 
to your intereſt, I will give you demonſtra- 
tion, how much your frankneſs has oblig'd, 


Str, 
Your moſt humble 
And moſt obedient Servant. 
A. HILL. 
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June 11, 1721. 
Mapanm, 
CONSIDER the honour of your 
friendſhip, and that inexpreſſible plea- 
ſure, which I receive from your correſpon- 
dence, as two of the oreateſt happineſles, 
I have met with in life. I wear with pride, 
the noble title, you adorn me with, of your 
friend; and you will not wonder at the 
tranſport which it gives me, when you re- 
flect, as you once did, thus divinely, 


* How few in all the tour of life, we find, 

Who either can 7mprove—or charm the 
Mind ! 

** Scarce can my thought, in all the boaſted 
crowd, 

„ Recal one friend, to make my mem'ry 


Proud. 
Bur you add immediately after, 


* That much of fattery your youth has 
prov'd, 


For you have been, what others call be- 
lov'd.“ 


Vor. I. wo 2 Foo 


34 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


Yov will forgive me, Madam, if I obſerve, 
that the J of theſe two charming lines, 
is not a more ſelf-evident and infallible truth, 
than the / is a natural impoſſibility. We 
could not flatter C were we never ſo incli- 
nable: One might ſay perhaps a thouſand 
things, which C— wou'd think fHattery— 
but C— would, in that, as in moſt other 
points, find nobody, who thought like her. 


How rapturous is that glow of fancy, 
which diſtinguiſhes your writings ! But you 


temper your muſe's fire, like that of your 


eyes, with a gentle air of ſweetneſs, which 
divinely ſoftens the radiance ; I ſay, d:vinelhy, 
becauſe it puts one naturally in mind, of 
what is ſaid of the divinity, in the original 
of our 104th Pſalm. 


The god-grac'd preſence hov'ring angels fill, 


Angels] fit heralds of the Almighty's will. 


Ten thouſand fiery lightnings ſweep his way, 
Nimble couriers of his ſway ; 
And round his temples, hiſſing ſwift, in blue 


meanders pl ay. 


Vet, gracious, man's unequal eye to 8 


Wiſely, he ſhades the too reſplendent ſcene, 


And, like a curtain widely drawn, ſpreads 


out whele beaven between, 
I $HoULD 
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I sHoULD never have done, if I allow'd 
myſelf to ſpeak of you, till I had nothing new 
to ſay in your praiſe. I muſt therefore, 
check the zeal of my inclination, as coach- 
men chain a wheel, when they deſcend a 
ſteep hill, that, by preventing it from turn- 
ing at all, they may be ſure of its not turning 
too violently. It is impoſſible to tell you, 
with how much reſpect and admiration, I 
am, 


Madam, 
Your moſt obedient 


Humble Servant, 


Hm. 
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To Mr. Rich. 


weft. 9, 1721. 


SIR, 


1 W AS ſurpriz d, when I ſaw you laſt, to 

hear you affert ſo miſtaken a belief, as 
that I wanted authority for the company, 
I am eſtabliſhing : I ſhould have convinc'd 
you, in that point, if ever you had deſir'd 
it; for I deal openly with all the world, 
and deſpiſe no body, but my enemies. 


BuT, while in the preſent condition of 
your houſe, you affect thus to talk of your 
pretence to an exclu/zve power, you put me 
in mind of a poor merry fellow, who us'd 
to /leep, when he was Lungry, in hopes to 
dream of a ſurfeit, If ſuch a clauſe could 
give your Theatre the ſucceſs, it appears to 
want, I with heartily, it were available, tho 
it kept me from opening: But you will 
ſee your error, on that head, by judge 
Peinberton's opinion, on ſome queries, of 
your father's own ſtating : That judge was 
reckon'd as good a lawyer, as any in En- 
gland); I, therefore, ſend you his authori- 
ty: If you have a mind to fee more, I can 
fur- 


ORIGINAL LETTERS, 37 


furniſh you at any time, with a dozen, to 
the ſame purpole. 


I navz always been deſirous, to prove 
a friend to your intereſt; and wiſh, you 
would weigh, deliberately, what I am a- 
bout to propoſe, becaule it is intended for 
your benefit. I ſuppoſe you know, that 
the duke of Montague, and I, have agreed, 
and that I am to have that houſe half the 
week, and his French Vermin, the other half: 
but I would forbear acting at all, there, 
this ſeafon, if you will let me your houſe, 
for two nights a week, in Lent, and three 
a-week, after. On all thoſe nights, I will 
pay the full. actual charge of your compa- 
ny, and my 6w7, and either give you a 
ſum certain, or ſhare the remainder with 
you: +I will uſe your Muſick, your Door- 
keepers, &c. — But the Players, the Scenes, 
and the C/oaths, ſhall be m cron. 


Moe particulars are needleſs : my mean- 
inz, in general, is, to join intereſt with 
aur company, and it you, for the fu- 
ture, inſtead of doing you any α ui,. — 
Whether I can do this, to the purpoſe, 
ſuch a trial will demonſtrate ; and we may 

D 3 | deter- 
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determine, hereafter, as experience ſhall in- 
cline us. 


Ir you cloſe in with this offer, you muſt 
ſo caſt your benefits, as, that my days may 
be certain; as for inſtance, if one of us 
has Monday and Thurſday, in Lent ; the 
other has nothing to do, but on Tueſdays, 
and Saturdays ; and ſo after Lent three 
days a-piece in like manner. The poſture 
of my own company's affairs, permit me 
not to wait /onz, for your anſwer : But, 
whether we join intereſts, or no, be aſſur'd 
there is nobody, who wiſhes better to Mr, 
Rich, or is more diſintereſtedly his friend 


than, 


Sir, 


Your moſt humble Servant. 


A. Hir. 


Map, 
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1721. 
MAD AM, 


THERE are fo many ſhining beau- 
ties, in the verſes, and the letter, 
which I had laſt the honour to receive from 
u; that tis impoſſible to praiſe them, as 
they ought to be praiſed, without writing a 
comment on every line, and taking more 
pains, on your excellence, than Madam 
D acter did, on Homer's. Yet, there is one 
part, ſo blameable, that not even the zea- 
lous partiality, with which I conſider your 
vaſt merit, can enable me to defend it. I 
muſt, therefore, give you up to the critics, 


for prophaning your ſublime, with a mixture 
of ironical, 


You are guilty of this charge, in that 
agreeable air of pleaſantry, with which you 
_ undertake to perſuade me, that you were 
not at the Play, when J can demonſtrate, 
that you ſat with me all the evening: You 
were not, indeed, in that very box, which 
you appeared in, before. — But you were in 
the front boxes, in the fide boxes, in the pit, 
on the ſtage, — you came with me — went 
home with me, and whatever you know, 
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or think you know, to the contrary, I have 
never parted with you ſince. 


Such is th' attractive C—'s magic ſkill, 
That once to ſee her, is to ſee her ill: 
Such her ſoft ſounds, that their delightful 
ſtrain 

Murmurs, for ever, in the echoing brain! 

Such her ſweet /ooks, that, from her pier- 
cing eye, 

Th'. immortal glance, once ſhot, can never 
die. 

Proud, the pleas'd memory ſtrong * 
ſion takes, 


And, but in death's dark ſhade, its bold 
forſakes. 


You complain of a kind of inactivity, 
which you ſometimes feel, and are ſo free 
with yourſelf as to call it a lazineſs. This 
proceeds but from a temporary abſence of 
your ſcul, which you may be ſure is abroad, 
inſpiring ine, and inflaming it with a thou- 
ſand ideas of your /ovelineſs. J will give you 
an example, how perpetually I am haunted, 
by this charming buſy ſpirit, from a de- 


ſcription of a lonely walk, which I took, 
the other evening. 


8 
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GoinG out of the Park, by Buckingham= 
houſe gate, while my eyes glided negligently 
over the form of the fabrick — it was 
whiſpered in my ear, by ſome unſeen divi- 


nity — with how much raviſhing ſoftneſs, 


mixed with fre and energy, has the ſoul- 
charming C—- praiſed the lines, which 
Strephon writ, on this building ! 


I LEFT the town, at once, behind me, 
and. found myſelf encloſed, by the green 
hedges of a lane, on this fide Chelſea. — T was 
about to reflect on the coolneſs, the feoeetneſs, 
the z7nocence, the quiet, of a country retire- 


ment ; but, before I had formed the firſt 


ideas of contemplation, the ſame buſy wwhiſ- 


perer was interrupting me again, with the 
following mile: 
As neighb'ring here, the noiſy city 
ſwarms, 
And, here, the country ſpreads her ſilent 
charms; ; 
Ev'n fo, it ſaid, can C—'s tow'ring mad, 
Stoop, ſudden, from the awful to the kind ! 
Form'd for magnificence, and widely o:1!'d, 
Big with vaſt v s, and with grandeur fill'd ! 
So, can it /in to nature's cooler ſhade, 
And ſeem for foftnrfs, and ſweet pity made! 
Smoothly 
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Smoothly forgetful of its native heat, 
Stay and be hid, in fancy's mild retreat. 


PassING on, without ſo much as deſign- 
ing whither to go, I found myſelf in a lane, 
betwixt gardens, leading out of the Willows- 
walk, that goes up to Tothil-Fields, The 
Ditches on each ſide, were adorned with 
double hedges, and thick-planted with 7zrees : 
they were arched over-head, and ſcarce ad- 
mitted the ſun-beams, which ſtruggled, as 
it were, through them, with a kind of qui- 
vering luſtre. The whiſtling of a breeze 
played delightful among the boughs, with 
a muſical murmur. The birds ſhook the 
air, with the melody of their warblings, and 
the leaves ſeemed to dance, as if ſenſible of 
the harmony. The whole lane was unfre- 
quented, and full of ſhort windings ; at 
every corner of which, ſome new ſcene of 
induſtry ſaluted my eye, with great variety 
of proſpects. The fruit trees budded thick.— 
The garden beds ſprung green, and a lively 
intermixture of red, blue, white, and yel- 
low, in the flowers which ſurrounded me, 
glowed with filent emulation. The bean- 
bloſſoms wafted, a perfume to my ſmell, 
and every ſenſe was feaſted on the luxury 


of nature. 
IN 
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In ſo charming a ſituation, I was finking 
to the indolence of deſpiſing ambition. I 
was beginning to envy the ſafe content of 
the humble. — How bleſſed, ſaid I, are they, 
whom no proud hopes miſlead ! whom no 
danger threatens | whom quiet, eaſe, and 
plenty conſpire to make happy] ] was go- 
ing on at this rate, when one of the war- 
blers in the hedge, ſeem'd to ſing in diſtinct 
and articulate notes. — It was in juſt ſuch a 
garden, as that on the right, that C—, for 
ſome years, bleſſed the neighbourhood of Fulham, 
and made her CoTTAGE immortal, 


I sTARTED from my amuſement, and tra- 
ced the turnings of the lane, till it opened, 
at laſt, on the very point of Milbank, at the 
mouth of Chelſea Reach. The ſudden change 
of proſpect, to ſo noble an enlargement, was 
agreeably ſurprizing. The boſom of the 
Thames, hardly ruffled by the breeze, flow'd 
majeſtically g/afſy ; the deep-loaded barges 
drove on, flowly, with the //ream, and the 
ftatelineſs of their motion was ſet off, by its 
oppoſite, in the nimble glide of the wherrzes, 
which croſſed each other with a ſw:ftneſs 
and irregularity, not eaſily conceivable. 


The curling track of thoſe eddies, which 
they 
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they formed by their paſſing, broke the re- 
flection of the ſur-beams into ſparkling ſhowers 
of luſtre. And I was wandering into com- 
merce, and the benefits of navigation, when 
I found my thoughts, on a ſudden, drawn 
aſide, to this reflection: 


Deep, ſmooth, and clear, as this fam'd ri- 
ver's tide, | 
Does our inſpiring C—'s genius glide ! 
Thus, as her judgment, in full depth, moves 


flow, 


Strongly ſerene, with mild, but forceful 
flow : 

Bright, on the ſurface, her gay fancy plays, 

And ſhoots on every fide, its ſparkling blaze. 


I RECLINED myſelf at length, againſt the 
ſide of the bank, and went to ſea, with the 
river. I met with whirkwinds and hurri- 
canes, and was ſo toſſed from ſhore to ſhore, 
that day-/ight died away, during the voyage 
of my fancy. I recollected myſelf, and 
walked homeward, in the brownneſs of 
the night, which had ſhadowed over the 
fields, with a melancholy ſtreakineſs, from 
the paleneſs of the moonſhine, ' Yet, the 


fars ſeemed to burn with a more than uſual 


luſtre 
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luſtre; and the milky way lay open, with 
uncommon breadth of radiance.— How like 
are the charms of C—, thought I, as I 
walked on, and her bright and extenſive ge- 
nius, to that profuſion of mixed luminaries J 
The number, and the force, of all thoſe 
millions of blazing worlds, is almoſt /of in 
their diſtance. Could we count them diſ- 
tinctly, each prodigious individual were too 
vaſt for our cemprehenfion. — How impoſ- 


ble then, to deſcribe them, while we ſee 
them ſo remotely ! 


I HAvE troubled you, Madam, with the 
particulars of a wall,, that may have zired 
you. — But, by the influence of your ſpirit, 
which you find, was always zear me, I 
leave you to judge how little reaſon you had 
to aſſert, that I did not ſee you at the play, 
becauſe you knew you were not preſent. 
It is not, you ſee, in your power to deprive 
me of your company, fince my foul is be- 
come ſo converſant, that it boaſts the honour 
of an intimacy, which you are not conſent- 
ing to. —I am, with an admiration that 
_ glows with your excellence, 

Madam, 


Your moft faithful and obedient Servant, 
A;-HILEL; 
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April 9, 1724. 
MADAM, * * 
1 SEND you, enclos'd the paraphraſe 

on the 104th Pſalm ; and have by me ſe- 
veral of a like kind, which I have, formerly, 
found idle time to employ myſelf in, and 
which I will cauſe to be copied fair, and 
ſend you; if this ſpecimen does not happen 
to ſtifle your curioſity, or, if your partiality 
to the ſubject of divine poems, can be ſtrong 
enough to balance the defects they may carry 
with them, in regard to their compoſi- 
tion, 


AT leaſt, I have one, upon a ſubject, 
which I can almoſt promiſe myſelf will en- 
title it to your favour, and it will alſo require 
a good ſhare of your patience, for 'tis a very 
long one. — 'Tis an epic poem, in twelve 
books, on the redemption of rael by Gideon, 
on the foundation of the ſtory in the book 
of Judges. Tis not legible in the foul 
draught, but I will have it writ fair, book 
by book, for your peruſal, if you have cou- 
rage enough to reſolve on going through 
with ſo formidable a mortification, as to 

pick 
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pick out the fine things of the ſtory, from 
the dull ones of, 


Madam, 
Your moſt obedient 
And devoted Servant, 


A. HILL. 


- — | | 5 — 4 _ 


— 


From the golden Groves of Abyrnethy, 
Auguſt 18th, 1728. 


AM not able to expreſs the pain and 

fear, I was deliver'd from, by receipt of 
my ſweet life's letter from Cowling : Hav- 
ing been under a thouſand apprehenſions 
of the conſequence of ſuch a journey as 
you had courage enough to venture on, in 
ſo weak a condition, and a ſeaſon, ſo cold 
and rainy; if the weather, with you, may 
be meaſur'd, by what it has been here in 
Scotland. 


But my joy was equally great, when I 
ſaw an account of your ſafe arrival, con- 
firm'd by a line or two of your own dear 
{cribling. I hope the good air of the 
agreeable place you are in, will contribute, 
not 
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not a little to your compleat recovery. [ 
am ſure the good company will have a very 
great effect toward it. Pray make my beſt 
wiſhes acceptable, there; which I offer 
them, in the kindeſt manner. 


I have now, entirely, ſettled the whole 
buſineſs in the woods, to my full ſatisfac- 
tion ; and the ſhore of the Spey, for a mile 
or two together, along our meadow, (which 
I aſſure you, if Cooling Hall juſt now ſtood 
on it, wou'd be one of the lovelieſt places 
in the world) is all cover'd with maſts, 
from 50 to 70 foot long: which they are 
daily bringing out of the wood, with ten 
carriages, and above a hundred horſes; and 
bring down from forty to fifty trees a day, 
one day with another. 


In the middle of the river lie at anchor, 
a little fleet of our rafts, which are juſt 
putting off, for Findhorn harbour: And it 
is one of the pleaſanteſt ſights poſſible to 
obſerve the little armies of men, women, 
and children, who pour down from the 


Highlands, to ſtare at what we have been 
doing. 


Colonel 
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Colonel H. came hither, on Wedneſ 
day laſt, and is in ſuch raptures at what he 
ſees, and hears, that he ſcarce knows whe- 
ther he walks on his head, or his heels — 
He is the more tranſported at it, becauſe of 
the ſhame and confuſion it will bring upon 
the Author's two or three ſilly, ſcandalous 
papers, which have been publiſh'd lately at 
London, with deſign to hurt the ſtock ; and 
are fill'd with nothing but idle, inſignificant 
lies, againſt him, and me, and the whole 
direction of the company — He thought it 
worth his while to be vex'd at the malice: 


— For my part, I thought it enough to 
laugh at the folly. 


I have little now to do, more than to 
ſettle a bargain, as I return, with the Duke 
of G—, and propoſe to be in England ſo 
ſoon, that no anſwer to this letter will find 
me here : So I beg, my dear life, to direct 
it to be left at the Poſt-Houſe, at Edenburgh. 
I wiſh my dear life a good night, while 1 
have room left to ſay, I am my dear, dear 


Peggy's 
moſt affetionately devoted, 


A. IIIII. 
Vor. E Aller- 
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= Abernethy, F riday, Sept. 20, 1728, 
My Soul's fweet Life, 


T is now ſo much later in the ſeaſon 

than I deſign'd it ſhould have been, be- 
fore I had the bleſſing of ſeeing you at 
Cooling, that I can't expreſs to you how 
much it grieves me. 


Nothing ſhou'd have prevail'd with me 
to have ſpent ſo much time here, but the 
glorious proſpect of the company's certain 
advantage, and the fear I had, if any thing 
ſhou'd be left unregulated, that the filly 
malice of ſome wicked ſpirits, in Exchange- 
Alley, wou'd have made an ill uſe of it, to 
the Stock's diſadvantage. 


A. Hirt. 


P. S. I forgot, in my laſt, to thank my 
dear Love for her account of the lying pa- 
per — The directors have ſent me, at times, 
a dozen, or more, ſuch monſtrous mixtures 
of folly, falſhood, and impudence. — The 
magiſtrates of Edenhurgh have thought fit 
t make a public example of tome who 
diſtributed 'em in this country — But, for 
my part, I never thought any of them had 

ſenſe, 
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ſenſe, or likelihood enough in them, to de- 
ſerve ſo much being angry at. 


. 
6 


ꝶ6— 


Dundee, Tueſday Oct. 8, 1728. 

My Soul's deareſt Life 
[| SHouU'D not have ſent any more let- 
ters (being now ſo far on my journey 
towards you) but that I conſider the date 
of my laſt, from the Highlands, and fear 
you ſhou'd give yourſelf ſome fright, from 
my being longer on the way than you ex- 
pected ; who can't eaſily imagine the terri- 
ble diſtance between Cooling and Abernethy. 


Wr ſet out the firſt of this month; but 
have been forc'd to make more delay than 
I wiſh'd, at ſome gentlemens houſes in our 
way: And Edenburgb, I am afraid, will 
coſt me the unwilling loſs of two or three 
days more. But that is the laſt; and I 
promiſe myſelf the bleſſing of being with 
my dear life, within a week, or leſs, af- 
ter this letter: God grant me the joy of 
finding you better than my fears allow me 

to expect, from your letters never having 


E 2 1 dwelt 
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dwelt, as I hop'd they would, on the parti- 
culars of your advance in ſtrength and re- 
covery. 


Having left every thing in the north, 
upon the happieſt and moſt flouriſhing foot 
in the world, it wou'd be a miſery that will 
damp all the delight of, not only that pro- 
ſpect, but all other good proſpects this life 
can allow me, to find myſelf depriv'd of 
the chief comfort of all, in the loſs of your 
dear and deſirable health ; at a time when 
you might begin to think of enjoying your 
life with ſome pleaſure. 


Bur away with fuch thoughts — I will 
not indulge one melancholy reflection, now 
I am ſo much nearer my dear life, than I 
have been for theſe four long months paſt. 


Pray, mv dear love, make my beſt re- 
ſpects acceptable to the Lord and Lady of 
Cowling palace — For a palace it will actu- 
ally be to us who come down from the 
Highlands, where ſuch a houſe as that 
would be look'd on as ſomething that came 
out of the ſkies ready built — For it cou'd 
never enter into their heads there, how it 

Was 
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was poſſible to put it together. — Adam and 
Eve, in the wilderneſs, lay in juſt ſuch 
houſes as the, Highlanders — only I believe 
they were not altogether ſo dirty. 


Gop bleſs and preſerve my ſoul's beſt 


life, and give me the happineſs of finding 
her as is wiſh'd, by 


Your ever moſt devoted, 


A. HiLrL. 


To Mr. Pop k. 


Petty France, Weſtminſter. 
January 18, 1731. 
STK 
W 1sn the plain dealers may be worth a 

place in your library, ſince, being molt 
of them mine, they are too much your due, 


to deſerve your thanks, and too inſignifi- 
cant to reward your notice. 


I s£ND you, with them, a little preſent, 
ftill more due to you; becauſe it was deri- 
Sx: ved 
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ved from your inſpiration three or four years 
( ſince, in a ſmall branch of my family, not 
then eleven years old. She came to me one 
[ day in my ſtudy, to return me your poems, 
| and ſupply herſelf with ſome new book, as 
uſual ; being willing to try her taſte, I gave 
her BLackmore's Prince Arthur, and told 
her very gravely, that it was ſo extraordinary 
a poem, that the author had been &17ghted 
for writing it. She took it, with great ex- 
pectation, and ſhut herſelf up in her cloſet 
the whole remainder of that day. But, 
next morning I was ſurprized to ſee the 
book upon a table, placed purpoſely in my 
way, with the paper, I encloſe you, ſticking 
out between the leaves of it. 


You have more right, than I, to the ver- 
ſes, becauſe they are the effect of your own 
genius, outworking nature, and creating 
judgment, in an infant, who could ſee you, 


but as ſhe ſaw the ſun, by a light of your 
own lending. 


—＋ 


You have them, as they came out of her 
hand, without the leaſt retouching or alte- 
ration. I will remark but two things; firſt, 
that the eight concluding lines (at an age 
too weak for art, and ſpeaking the language 
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of pure truth and nature) contain a forceful 
example of the influence of good poetry, and 
of bad, which might have given reſt to the 
muſe of Sir Richard Blackmore, had he lived 
to ſee and conſider it. And the ſecond re- 
_ (which I make with moſt pleaſure) 

, how natural it is in my family to love 
3 admire . 


IF, after this, I ſhould inform you, that I 
have a gentle complaint to make to, and a- 
gainſt you, concerning a paragraph in the 
notes of a late edition of the Dunczad, I fear 
you would think your crime too little to de- 


ſerve the puniſhment of ſo long a letter, as 
you are doomed to, on that ſubject, from, 


Sir, 
Your moſt bumble, and 
Moſt obedient Servant, 


A. HILL. 


From 
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From Mr. Por, to AARON HILL, E/; 


SIR, Jan. 26. 1730-31 
[| AM oblig'd to you for your compliment, 


and can truly ſay, I never gave you juſt 
cauſe of complaint. You once miſtook on 
a bookſeller's idle report, and publickly ex- 
preſs'd your miſtake; yet you miſtook a ſe- 
cond time, that two initial letters, only, 
were meant of you, tho' every letter in the 
alphabet was put in the ſame manner : and, 
in Truth (except ſome few), thoſe letters. 
were ſet at random to occaſion what they 
did occaſion, the ſuſpicion of bad and jea- 
lous writers, of which number I could never 


reckon Mr. Hill, and moſt of whoſe names 
] did not know. 


Upon this miſtake you were too ready to 
attack me, in a paper of very pretty verſes, in 
ſome publick journal. ſhould imagine the 
Dunciad meant you a rea] compliment, and 
ſo it has been thought by many, who have 
aſk'd, to whom that paſſage made that ob- 
lique Panegyrick ? as to the notes, I am wea- 
ry of telling a great truth, which is, that I 

am 
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am not the author of em; tho” Ilove truth 


ſo well, as fairly to tell you, fir, I think even 


that note a commendation, and ſhould think 
myſelf not ill us'd 2 have the ſame words 


ſaid of me: therefore, believe me, I never 


was other than friendly to you, in my own 
mind, 

Have I not much more reaſon to com- 
plain of tbe Caveat ? where, give me leave, 
fir, to tell you, with the ſame love of truth, 
and with the frankneſs it inſpir'd (which, I 
hope, you will ſee, thro' this whole letter) 
I am falſly abus'd, in being repreſented 
« ſneakingly to prove, and want the worth to 
* cheriſh, or befriend men of merit,” It is, 
indeed, fir, a very great error: I am ſorry 
the author of that reflection knew: me no 
better, and happen'd to be unknown to thoſe 
who cou'd have better inform'd him: for I 
have the charity to think, he was miſled only 
by his ignorance of me, and the benevolence 
to forgive the worſt thing that ever (in my 
opinion) was {aid of me, on that ſuppoſition, 


I do faithfully aſſure you, I never was 
angry at any criticiſm, made on my poetry, 
by whomſoever: If I could do Mr. Dennis 
any humane office, I would, tho' I were ſure 
he would abuſe me perſonally to-morrow ; 


there- 
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therefore it is no great merit in me, to find 
at my heart, I am your ſervant. I am very 
ſorry you ever was of another opinion,—] 
ſee, by many marks, your diſtinguiſh'd me 
from my cotemporary - writers: had we 
known one another, you had diſtinguiſh'd me 
from others, as a man, and no ill, or ill-na- 
tur'd one. TI only with you knew, as well 
as I do, how much I prefer qualities of the 
heart to thoſe of the head: I vow to God, I 
never thought any great matters of my poeti- 
cal capacity; I only thought it a little better, 
comparatively, than that of ſome very 
mean writers, who are too proud.---But, 
I do know certainly my moral life 1s ſuperior 
to that of moſt of the Wits of theſe days. 
This is a ſilly letter, but it will ſhew you my 
mind honeſtly, and I hope, convince you, I 
can be, and am, 

SIR, 


Your very aſfectionate 
aud humble Servant, 
A, P OPE " 


9 a a . 
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To Mr. Pore. 


Jan. 28, 1730-1, 
STR, 
J OUR anſwer, regarding no pait of 
mine, but the concluſion, you muſt 
pardon my compliment to the cloſe of 
yours, in return; if I agree with you, 
that your letter is weaker, than one would 
have expected. 


| You aſſure me, that I did not know you 
ſo well, as I might, had I happened to be 
known to others, who could have inſtructed 
my ignorance; and I begin to find, indeed, 
that I was leſs acquainted with you, than I 
imagined : But you laſt letter has enlighten- 
ed me, and I can never be in danger of 
miſtaking you, for the future. 


Your enemies have often told me, that 


your Spleen was, at leaſt as diſtinguiſhable, 
as your Genius: and it will be kinder, I 
think, to believe them, than impute to 
rudeneſs, or ill manners, the return you were 


| pleaſed to make, for the civility, with which 
I addreſſed you. 


I wiLL 
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I wiLL, therefore, ſuppoſe you to have 
been peevi/h or in pain, while you were 
writing me this letter: and, upon that ſup- 
polition, ſhall endeavour to undeceive you. 
——- If 1 did not love you, as a good man, 
while I eſteem you, as a good writer, I 
ſhould read you without reflection. And 
it were doing too much honour to your 
friends, and too little to my own diſcernment, 
to go to them for a character of your mind, 


which I was able enough to extract from 
your writings. | 


Bur, to imitate your love oftruth, with the 
frankneſs you have taught me, I wiſh the 
great qualities of your heart were as ſtrong 
in you as the good ones. You would then 
have been above that emotion and bitterneſs, 
T wherewith you remember things, which 
4 want weight to deſerve your anguiſh, 


SINCE you were not the writer of the 
| notes to the Dunciad, it would be imperti- 
9 nent to trouble you with the complaint I 
q intended: -] will only obſerve, that the 

author was in the right, to believe me 
capable of a ſecond repentance; but, I hope 
I was 
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I was incapable of that ſecond Sin, which 
ſhould have been previous, to his ſuppoſiti- 
on.—If the initial letters A. H. were not 
meant to ſtand for my name, yet, they were 
every where, read ſo, as you might have 
ſeen in Miſt's Journal, and other public pa- 
pers; and I had ſhewn Mr. Pope an exam- 
ple, how reaſonable I thought it to clear 
a miſtake, publicly, which had been pub- 
licly propagated. —One note, among ſo 
many, would have done me this juſtice : 
and the generofity of ſuch a proceeding 
could have left no room, for that offenſive 
ſneakingly, which though, perhaps, too harſh 
a word, was the propereſt a man would 
chuſe, who was fatirizing an approbation, 
that he had never obſerved warm enough 
to declare itſelf to the world, but in defence 
of the great, or the popular. 


AGAIN, if the author of the notes knew, 


that 4. H. related not to me, what reaſon 


had he to allude to that character, as mine, 
by obſerving, that I had publiſhed pieces 
bordering upon hombaſt---a circumſtance ſo 
independant on any other purpoſe of the 


note, that I ſhould forget to whom I am 


writing, if 1 thought it wanted expla- 
nation. | = 
As 
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As to your oblique panegyrick, I am not 
under fo blind an attachment to the Goddeſs 
I was devoted to in the Dunciad, but that 
I knew it was a commendation, though a 
dirtier one than I wiſh'd for; who am, 
neither fond of ſome of the company, in 
which I was liſted---the nobler reward, for 
which I was to become a diver ; — the 
allegoric muddineſs, in which I was to try 

my {kill ;—nor the inſtitutor of the games, 
you were ſo kind to allow me a ſhare in. 


Since, however you cou'd ſee, ſo clear- 
ly, that I ought to be ſatisfied with the 
praiſe, and forgive the dirt it was mix'd 
with, I am ſorry, it ſeem'd not as reaſona- 
ble, that you ſhould pardon me for return- 
ing your compliment, with more and o— 
pener praiſe, mix'd with leſs of that dir- 
tineſs, which we have, both, the good 
taſte to complain of. 


Tur Caveat, Sir, was mine. —lIt would 
have been ridiculous to ſuppoſe you igno- 
rant of it: 1 cannot think, you need be 
told that it meant you no harm ;—andit | 
bad ſcorn'd to appear under the borrow'd 
name 
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name, it carries, but that the whimſical turn 'Y 
of the preface, would have made my own 1 
a contradiction.— I promiſe you, however . 
that, for the future, I will publiſh nothing * 
without my name, that concerns you, or 7 
your writings. I have, now, almoſt fi- | »\ 
niſhed, An Eſſay on Propriety, and Impro- 7 
priety, in Deſign, Thought and Expreſſion, il- 7 
luſtrated, by examples in both Kinds, from the 1 
Writings of Mr Pope; and, to convince = 
you how much more pleaſure it gives me, #4 
to diſtinguiſh your lights, than your ſhades ; ir 


— and that I am as willing as I ought 
to be, to ſee, and acknowledge my faults ; 
I am ready, with all my heart, to let it 
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run thus, if it would otherwiſe create the = 
leaſt pain in you: An Effay on Propriety, —_ 
aud Impropriety, &c. illuſtrated by Examples, 11 
of the firſt, from the Writings of Mr. Pope, 2 N 
and of the laſt, from thoſe of the Author, 4 , 
I am ſorry to hear you ſay, you never i F 
thought any great matters of your poetry. 0 1 


— It is in my opinion, the characteriſtic 
you are to hope your diſtinction from: To 
be Honeſt is the duty of every plain man l 
nor, ſince the ſoul of poetry is ſentiment, 
can a great poet want morality, But your 
onelty you poſſeſs in common with a 7 
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lion, who will never be remembred ; where 
as your poetry is a peculiar, that will make 
it impoſſible, you ſhould be forgotten. 


Ir you had not been in the ſpleen, when 
you wrote me this letter, I perſwade my- 
ſelf, you would not, immediately after cen- 
ſuring the pride of writers, have aſſerted 
that you certainly know your moral life, 
above that of moſt of the wits of theſe days: 
at any other time, you would have remem- 
bered, that humility is a moral virtue. It 
was a bold declaration; and the certainty 
with which you know it, ſtands in need 
of a better acquaintance, than you ſeem to 
have had with the 7r:be; fince you tell me, 


in the ſame letter, that many of their names 
were uNKnown to you. 


NEITHER would it appear, to your own 
reaſon, at a cooler juncture, over conſiſtent 
with the morality you are ſo ſure of, to ſcat- 
ter the letters of the whole alphabet annexed 
at random, to characters of a light and ri- 
diculous caſt, confuſedly, with intent to 
_ provoke jealous writers, into reſentment, 
that you might take occaſion, from that re- 


ſentment, to expoſe and depreciate their 
characters, | THE 


ORIGINAL , [+ 0 


" N 
nn 


do Mr. Dennis, even tho' he ſhould abuſe 
you, inreturn, will, T hope, give him ſome 
title to expect an exertion of your recom- 
mendatory influence in his behalf: a man, 
fo popular, as you, might ſecure him a great 
ſubſcription : this would merit to be called 
a ſervice ; and, the more the world ſhould 
find you abuſed in the works, you had re- 
commended, ſo much the more glorious 


proof would they ſee, that your morals 


were, in truth, as ſuperior, as you repreſent 


them to thoſe of your cotemporaries. Tho' 


you will pardon me the pride of wondering 
a little, how this declaration came to be 
made to me, whoſe condition not ſtanding 
in need of ſuch ſervices, it was not, I think 


ſo neceſſary, you ſhould have taken the 
trouble to talk of them. 


Ubi the' whale” Sir. T-fna: 1 am fo 


fincerely your friend, that it is not, in your 
power, to make me your enemy: elſe, that 


unneceſſary air, of negle& and ſuperiority, 


which is ſo remarkable, in the turn of your 
letter, would have nettled me to the quick; 
and I uſt triumph, in my turn, at the 


ſtrength. of my own heart, who can, after 
Vo. I. F _— 


THE ſervices, you tell me, you would 
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it, ſtill find and profeſs myſelf, moſt aſſecti- 


onately and ſincerely, 


Your humble Servant, 
K Hit 


— 


. 


From Mr. Popr, To AARON Hill, Eſq ; 


7 Feb. z. 1730-1. 
1 MAE a ſtrong eſſay to have told you in 
Perſon how very kindly I took your two 
laſt letters. The only hours I had in my 
power from a neceſſary care that brought 
me back immediately, I would have impo- 
{ed on you. It will pleaſe you to know the 
poor Woman is rather better, tho' it may 
be but like the improvement of a light on 
the end of a dying taper, which brightens 
a little before it expires. Your hint about 
ny title of Falſe taſte, you'll ſee, is made uſe 
of in the ſecond edition. Your opinion 
allo of my giving ſome publick diſſent 
or proteſt againſt the filly malicious miſcon- 
ſtruction of the town, I agree to; but J 
think no one ſtep ſhould be taken in it, but 
% C:ncert with the duke whom they injure. 
It will be a pleaſure felt by you, to tell you, 
his grace has written to me the ſtrongeſt 


aſſu- 
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aſſurance imaginable of the Rictitude of his 
opinion, and of his reſentment of that re- 


port, which to him is an Impertinence, to 
me a Villainy. 
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I am afraid of tiring you, and (what is your 
beſt ſecurity) I have not time to do it. I'll 
only juſt tell you, that many circumſtan- 
ces you have heard, as reſemblances to the 
Picture of Timon, are utterly inventions of 
lyars; the number of ſervants never was an 

hundred, the paintings not of Venio or La 
Guerre, but Bellucci and Zaman; no ſuch 
buffet, manner of reception at the ſtudy, 
terras, &c. all which, and many more, they 
have not ſcrupled to forge, to gain ſome 
credit to the application: and (which is 
worſe) belyed teſtimonies of noblemen, and 
of my particular friends, to condemn me. 
In a word, the malice is as great as the dul- 
neſs, of my calumniators: the one I forgive, 
the other I pity, and I deſpiſe both. Adieu; 
the firſt day I am near you, I will find you 
out, and ſhew you ſomething you will like. 
My beſt good wilhes are yours, and miſs 
Urania's, 

Your 72 /onate Servant, 


A. rr. 
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From Mr. Poets, To AARON HIIIL, Eſq; 4 


8 N, Par ſons- Green, Feb. 5. 1730-1 
Set CE I am fully ſatisfy'd we are each 


of us ſincerely and affectionately ſervants 
to the other, I deſire we may be no further . 
\ miſ-led by the warmth of writing on this 
a ſubject. If you think I. have ſhewn too 
much Y/eakneſs, or if I think you have 
ſhew'd too much Warmth, let us forgive one 
L another's temper. 1 told you I thought my 
4 letter a filly one; but the more I thought 
q {o, the more in ſending it I ſhew'd my truſt 
in your good diſpoſition toward me. I am 
4 ſorry you took it to have an air of neglecꝭ, or 
B ſuperiority: becauſe I know in my heart, I 
| had not the leaſt thought of being any way 
ſuperior to Mr. Hill; and far from the leaſt 
defizn to ſhew neglect to a gentleman who 
was ſhewing me civility, I meant in return 
" tg ſhew him a better thing, ſincerity; which 
1 I'm ſorry ſhould be ſo ill expreſs'd as to 
ſcera rudeneſs. J meant by to complain 
as frankly as you, that all complaints on 
both ſides might be out, and at a period for 
ever: I meant by this to have laid a ſurer 
Foundation for your opinion of me for the 
future, that it might no more be ſhaken by 
1 miſtakes or whiſpers. I am 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 69 


I Au ſure, fir, you have a higher opinion 
of my poetry than I myſelf. But I am fo 
defirous you ſhould have a juſt one of me 
every way, that I wiſh you underſtood both 
my temper in general, and my juſtice to you 
in particular, better than I find my letter 
repreſented them, I wiſh it the more, ſince 
you tell me how ill a picture, my enemies 
take upon 'em to give, of the mind of a 
man they are utter ſtrangers to. However, 
you will obſerve, that much ſpleen and emo- 
tion are a little inconſiſtent with n2gle#, and 


an opinion of ſuperiority. Towards them, 


God knows, I never felt any emotions, but 
what bad writers raiſe in all men, thoſe 
gentle ones of laughter or pity: that I was 
ſo open, concern'd, and ſerious, with reſpect 
to you only, is a ſure proof of regard, not 


neglect. For in truth, nothing ever vex'd 


me till I ſaw your epigram againſt Dr. S. 
and me come out in their papers: and this 
indeed, did vex me to lee one ſwan among 


the geeſe. 


Tur the letters A. H. were apply'd to 
you in the papers, I did not know (for I 
ſeldom read them) I heard it only fram Mr. 
Savage, as from yourſelf, and ſent my aſſu- 

rances 
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© rances to the contrary. But I don't ſee 
how the Annotator on the D. could have 
rectify d that miſtake, publicly, without par- 
ticularizing your name, in a book where 1 
thought it too good to be inſerted. No 
= doubt he has apply'd that paſſage in the 
ö D. to you, by the ſtory he tells; but his 
if mention of Bombaſt only in ſome of your 
juvenile peices, I think, was meant to ſhew, 
that paſſage hinted only at that a/l-gorical 
Muddineſs, and not at any worſe ſort of Dirt 
with which ſome other writers werecharg'd. 
I hate to ſay what will not be believ'd: Yet 
when I told you, © many aſk'd me to whom 
that oblique was meant?” I did not tell you 
I anſwer'd, it was y Has it eſcap'd your 
obſervation, that the name is a ſyllable too 
long? Or (if you will have it a chriſtian 
name) is there any other in the whole book? 
is there no author of two ſyllables whom 
it will better fit, not only as getting out of 
the allegorical muddineſs, but as having 
been dipt in the dirt of party-writing, and 
| recovering from it betimes? I know ſuch a 
=: man, who would take it for a compliment, 
and ſo would his patrons too But Iaſk you not 
to believe this, except you are vaſtly inclin'd 
to it. I will come cloſer to the point: would 


\ | | you 


e 
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you have the note left out ? it ſhall. Would | 


you have it expreſly ſaid, you were not meant ? 
It ſhall, if I have any influence on the editors. 


I believe the note was meant only as a gen- 
tle rebuke, and friendly: I underitood very 
well the Caveat on your part to be the ſame, 
and complain'd (you ſee) of nothing but two 
or three lines reflecting on my belaviour and 
temper to other writers; becauſe I knew they 


were not true, and you could not know 


they were. 


You cannot in your cool judgment thinks 
it fair to fix a man's character on a point, of 
which you do not give one inſtance? name 
but the man, or men, to whom I have un- 
juſtly omitted approbation or encourage- 
men, and I'll be ready to do them juſtice. 
I think I have publichly prais'd all the beſt 
writers of my time, except yourſelf, an 
tuch as I have had no fair opportunity to 
praiſe. As to the great and potular, I've 
prais'd but few, and thoſe at the times when 
they were lea popular, Many of thoie 
writers have done nothing elſe but flatter'd 
the great and popular, or been worſe em- 
ploy'd by em in party: ſtuſf. 1 do indeed 
think it 79 great Pride in me, to peak about 

heit 
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them with ſome air of ſuperiority; and this, 


ſir, muſt be the cauſe (and no other) that 


made me addreſs that declaration of my tem- 
per towards them, to you, who had accus'd 
me of the contrary; not, I affure you, from 
the leaſt imagination of any reſemblance be- 
tween you and them, either in merit or 
circumſtances, 1 | | 


INAM'D Mr. Dennis, becauſe you diſtin- 
guiſh him from the reſt: ſo do I. But, 
moreover, he was uppermoſt in my thoughts, 
from having endeavour'd (before your ad- 
monition to promote his affair, with lord 
Wilmington, lord Lanſdown, lord Blandford, 
and Mr. Pulteney, &c. who promis'd me to 
favour it. But it would be unjuſt to mea- 
ſure my good-will by the effects of it on the 
great, many of whom are the laſt men in 


the world who will pay tributes of this ſort 


from their own ungiving nature; and many 
of whom laugh at me when I ſeriouſly pe- 
tition for Mr. Dennis. After this, I muſt 
not name the many whom I have fruitleſly 
ſollicited : I hope yet to be more ſucceſsful, 
But, fir, you ſeem too iniquitous in your 
conceptions of me, when you fanſy I call'd 


ſuch things ſervices, I call'd 'em but hu. 


marie 


t RS 
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mane offices : ſervices I faid I would render 
him, / I could. I would aſk a place for life 
for him; and I have, but that is not in my 


power, fi it was it would be a ſervice, and I 
wiſh it. 


I MENTTON'D the poſſibility of Mr. D's 
abuſing me for forgiving him; becauſe he 
actually did, in print, lately repreſent my 
poor, undeſigning, ſubſcriptions to him, to 
be the effect of fear and deſire, to ſtop his 
critiques upon me. I wiſh Mr. Hill would 
(for once) think ſo candidly of me, as to be- 
lieve me ſincere in one declaration, that“ I 
e defire no man to belye his own judgment 
in my favour.” Therefore tho''I acknow- 
ledge your generous offer to give examples 
of imperfections, rather out of your own 
works than mine, in your intended book, 
I conſent with all my heart, to your con- 
fining them to mine; for two reaſons: the 
one, that I fear your ſenſibility that way 1s 
greater than my own (hy obſerving you 
ſeem too concern'd at that hint given by the 
notes on the D. of a little fault in the works 
of your youth only): the other is a better, 


namely, that I intend to amend by your 


remarks, and correct the faults you find, 
12 - 11 
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if they are ſuch as I expect from Mr. Hill's 
cool judgment. 


IAM very ſenſible that my poetical talent 
is all that may (I ſay not, will) make me re- 
member d: but it is my morality only that 
muſt make me beloved, or happy : And if it 
be any deviation from greatneſs of mind, to 
prefer friendſhips to fame, or the honeſt 
enjoyments of life to noiſy praiſes ; I fairly 
confeſs that meanneſs. Therefore it is, fir, 
that I much more reſent any attempt a- 
gainſt my moral character (which I know to 


be unjuſt) than any to leſſen my poetical one 


(which for all I know, may be very juſt}. 


_ Pray then, ſir, excuſe my weak letter, 
as I do your warm one. I end as I begun. 
You gueſs'd right that I was ſick when 1 
wrote it: yours are very well written, but I 
have neither health nor time to make 


mine ſo. I have writ a whole book of re- 


tractions of my writings (which would 
greatly improve your criticiſms on my er- 
rors), but of my life and manners I do not 
yet repent one jott, eſpecially when I nnd 
in my heart I continue to be, without the 

I leaſt 
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leaſt acrimony (even as little as I deſire you 
ſhould bear to myſelf), ſincerely, Sir, 


Yours aſſectionately, 
A. Popx. 


If I did not acknowledge as I ought, both 
the father's agreeable preſent and the 
daughter's pretty one, which you ſent 
me, I very ill expreſs'd myſelf. If miſs 
Urania Hill has not my 40 edition of the 
Odyſſey, I beg your leave to ſend it her. 
You had ſooner heard from me, but J 
ſaw yours here but three days ago. I re- 
turn home to-morrow. 


To My Pop. 


Weſtminſter, Feb. 10, 1731. 

SIR mint 73 
E obliged to you for your letter from 
Parſon's Green, and come heartily into 
the propoſal it begins with: A mutual re- 
ſolution to forget in each other the appear- 
ance of every thing, that has been diſtaſteful 
to either, agrees, I am ſure, with the affec- 
tion 


76 ORIGINAL LETTERS, 


tion I feel for you at my heart, where it is 
founded on a natural ſtrength, both of rea- 
ſon, and of inclination. 


Tur Caveat began, originally, with the 
viſion.--I added not, till after it was finiſh'd, 
thoſe lines, among which are the unluckly 
ones, that diſpleaſed you. I was fearful leſt, 


without ſomething of that kind, by way of 


introduction, the reader might think him- 
ſelf puſh'd too abruptly into the allegory. 
But I confeſs it was unreaſonable in me to 
cover your praiſe, which I delighted in, un- 
der the veil of an allegory, and explain my 


cenſure too openly, | in which I could take no 
pleaſure. 8 


Tux truth is, I lovd you fo well, or 
thought of you ſo often, that it was not eaſy 
for me, in any humour, to write verſe, and 
not dwell upon you. Have you never been 
Jealous of a favourite miſtreſs ? --- Have, you 
Never, under a pique at her ſuppoſed negleft, 
laid what ſhe could no more deſerve, then 
you could think ſhe did, upon cooler reflec- 
tion ?-- And have you not found, after all, 
that you were nevertheleſs her lover? 1 
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YouR offer is very kind, to prevail on the 
editor of the Dunciad, to leave out the note, 


or declare that I was not meant in it; but 


Jam ſatisfied: -- It is over, and deſerves no 
more of your application. 


I AGREE with you, it is morality makes us 
beloved: I know it from the effect of your 


writings, where I but admire the harmony 


and the elegance, while I /ove the generoſity 


and the candor of the ſentiments.---I prefer 


too, as you do, Hriendſbip, and the honeſt en- 
joyments of life, to fame and noify praiſes; 
but I am glad you are happier than you wiſh 
to be, who enjoy both benefits together, 


YET, if there were nothing deſireable in 


fame, there could be nothing deteſtable in 
ander; and your honeſt uneaſineſs, at being 
thought worſe than you are, would, in that 
caſe, be in danger of paſſing for a weakneſs. 


TI KxNnow, however, that you conſider 
praiſe in a nobler light than vanity, There 
is, in fame, the prolongation of a good man's 


example, which his natural life; being too 


Mort to extend ſo far as he wiſhes, that de- 
fect 


„ 
> — — > 


r — — 


wh ID 2 


* 8 . 3 
_ — — EO — ba. IE. * . 4 a e * 2 
> * — 2 A n * . 2 . * = eo — — A — 
2 $3 — r 9 a” r „ 
* N 2 2 
—_ . - - 


5 — — — 

—— — CY 1 rw” * 

comm „„ 
— 


4. 4a 
— 


—ů 
„„ 2 TS 
D - „ — _ «. 
18 FR = be _ * ET" 
es eee RES . 
— — . — — — 


wo — 
GG „% „ 2 —V—T ys 
9 7 


78 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


fect is ſupplied by the ſecond life he receives 


from his memory, 


I nave ſeen and been aſhamed of that 
low turn, which Mr. Dennis gave to your 
good-nature. Where a man's paſſions are 
too ſtrong for his virtues, his ſuſpicion will 
be too hard for his prudence, He has often 
been weak enough to treat you in a manner 
that moves too much indignation againſt 
himſelf, not to leave it unneceſſary for you 
alſo to puniſh him.--- Neither of us would 
chuſe him for a friend; but none of the 
frailties of his temper, any more than the 
heavy formalites of his ſtyle, can prevent 
your acknowledging there 1s often weight 
in his arguments, and matter, that deſerves 


encouragement, to be met with in his wri- 
tings, 


I wiLL ſoon, Sir, convince you, that my 
ſenſibility is not ſo tender as you ſuppoſe it 
to be; Tam ſo far from an inclination to de- 
ſend ſome peices, which I was too much a 
boy, when J publiſh'd, that I embrace all 
occaſions of expoſing them, myſelf, to the 
contempt they have merited.---Let me ap- 


peal, for one inſtance, to the Plain Dealer, 
Numb. 10, wherein you may ſee I am ſo 
Os un- 
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unnatural a parent, as to have loſt all my 
primitive fondneſs, of an offspring, you may 
imagine to be ſtill my favourite. 


I am already too much obliged, not to 
bluſh at your mention of the Odyſſey, with 
a view of ſending it to my daughter, and 
ſhe is too inquiſitive a lover of what gives 
her inſtruction, with delight, to have been 
ſatisfied without finding in her cloſet what- 
ever ſhe had heard you had publiſh'd. 


As a proof, how determin'd I am to 
throw nothing upon the world that may 
give you cauſe of complaint, I will ſend you 
in manuſcript, the Eſay on Propriety, as 


ſoon as it is finiſhed. I do the fame now 
by a ſmaller peice, I am about to publiſh, 


becauſe you will find yourſelf concerned in 
ſome part of it ; and I will alter and give a 
general turn to any particular that relates to 
you, if you but mark the place with a+, 
when you ſend back the paper to, 


Sir, 
Your moſt humble, 


And moſt obedient Servant, 
A. Hit, 
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From Mr. Pore, To AARON Hitt, Eſq; 


Feb, 15.1731. 
51 * 


VER fince I return'd home, I have 
been in almoſt roaring pain, with a vi- 

olent rheumatiſm in my ſhoulder, ſo thaball 
I am able to do is to return you thanks for 
yours. The ſatisfaction it gave me is pro- 
portion'd to the regard I have for you. I 
will not praiſe your Poem further than to 
fay, the generoſity of its ſentiments muſt 
charm every man : Its other merit you know 
well. You'll pardon the few doubts I ſtart 
in the interlinings ; they are ſuch as you can 
efface as eaſily as they may deſerve. I wiſh 
to tell my Lord Peterborough, who has fo 
long honour'd me with ſo particular and fa- 
miliar an acquaintance the honour done him. 


1 am very deſirous to leave out that Note, 
if you like ſo. The two Lords, and one Gen- 
tleman, who really took and printed that e- 
dition, I can I doubt not bring eaſily to it. 


2 THE 
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Tux chief objecton J have to what you ſay 


of myſelf in this poem, is, that the praiſe is 
tog ſtrong. I may well compound for the 


reſt. 


SUFFER me to ſend the young Lady the 
Odyſſey, full of faults as I know it to be, before 
ſhe grows old enough to know how mean a 


preſent it is. I am with great truth, 


SIR, 
Your moſt humble 


obedient Servant, 


A. Pop. 


From Mr. Poet, To AARON Hitt, Eſq; 


STIR, March 2. 1731. 
15 AM extremely pleas'd with the favour 


ou have done me in ſending me your 


bo and the more, as it gives me the op- 
portunity of aſſuring you, I never did, or 
meant you the leaſt injury; in which I ſhould 
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have fully ſatisfy'd you long fince, had you 
aſk'd me the queſtion. I reniember, Mr. 
Lintot ſhew'd mea peice of yours, of which 
(he ſaid) you defir'd my opinion: I was juſt 
then in a great hurry, going a journey out of 
town upon buſineſs for a few days; and there- 
fore told him 1 would call for it in a day or 
two to read carefully: however, I caſt my eye 
on ſome parts of it, which I lik'd, and told 
him ſo. This was all to the beſt of my 
memory, that paſs'd between us; and you 
may imagine it was ſome ſurprize to me 
when I ſaw your preface a very ſhort time 
after. I think it incumbent on any well- 
meaning man, to acquit himſelf of an ill- 
grounded ſuſpicion in another, who perhaps 
means equally well, and is only too credulous. 
I am fincerely ſo far from reſenting this miſ- 
take, that Iam more diſpleas'd, at your 
thinking it neceſſary to treat me ſo much in 
ta ſtyle of compliment as you do in your let- 
ter. I will fay nothing of the poem you fa- 
vour me with, for fear of being in the wrong; 
but I am ſure, the perſon who is capable of 
writing it, can need no man to judge it, I 
am, W vith all reſpec, 
SIN: : 
Your moſt bedient 
humble ſervant, 
| A. PoPE. 
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I receiv'd yours but four days ſince, it being 


directed to Chiſwick, where I have nct liv'd 
this twelvemonth. 


From Mr. Poye, To AARON Hitt, E/ 


Dear Sir Twickenham, March 14. 1731. 
AM not more happy, nor feel a great- 


ter eaſe in compariſon of my former pain, 

in the recovery from my rheumatiſm, than in 
that from your diſpleaſure. Be aſſur'd, no 
little offenders ever ſhall be diſtinguiſh'd 
more by me. Your dedication pleaſes me 
almoſt equally with the poem; our hearts beat 
Juſt together, in regard to men of power and 
quality: but a ſeries of infirmities (for my 
whole life has been but one long diſeaſe) Bas 
hinder'd me from following your advices. 
I this day have writ to Lord Peterborough a 
letter with your poem. The familiarity in 
which we have liv'd ſome years, makes it 
not unuſual, in either him or me, to tell each 
other any thing that pleaſes us: other wife 
you might think it arrogantin me, to pretend 
to put ſo gooda thing into his hands, in which 
8 2 I have 
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I have no merit. Your mention of our 


friend Mr. MalletI thank you for, and ſhould. 


be glad he would give me an opportunity of 
thanking you in perſon, who am with ſince- 
rity, 


IN. 
Your obliged, and 
faithful ſervant, 


A. Pope. 


To Mr. MALLET, 
| Saturday, Feb. 6, 173 I, 


DAR Six, | 

ILL you pardon a love of ſincerity, 
which obliges me to confeſs I am 

diſappointed upon reading your tragedy? 

The opinion, I had conceived of your ge- 


nius, encouraged me to hope a good play, 


whereas, I muſt own to you, I found it 
an 7nimitable one. 


You 
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You have one fault ſurpriſingly pecu- 
liar, you are almoſt every where unnatural ; 
for you begin with conſummate perfection, 
and obſerve no degrees in your excellence. 


Ir poets can, in reality, be inſpir'd, you 
ſeem entitled to the diſtinction; for, fince 
I fee not what earthly example could have 
raiſed you to the heights you ſet out at, I 
muſt ſuppoſe you indebted to ſome nobler 
original, 


BELIEvE not, that I am exceſſive, in de- 
{cribing the pleaſure, you have given me; 
I do not think -it poſſible to over-praiſe the 
author of ſuch a fl play, as Eurydice. 


I wisx you had been a witneſs to the 
tears, it occafion'd in a little audience, which 
my family compoſed about me. They 
would have warranted, at once, the ſinceri- 
ty of my opinion, and the future ſucceſs of 
your tragedy, in its repreſentation; when, it 
you mark a dry eye, during many of your 
moving ſcenes, you may conclude it the 
ſign of great ignorance, or humanity. 


FRoM my ſoul, Sir, I congratulate you, 
upon your unavoidable reputation, and my 
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country, upon your genius, which will cer- 
tainly do us honour, and could never have 
riſen at a time, which more wanted, or leſs ho- 


fed it. 


You move all the paſſions very ſtrongly 
in their turns; I experienced the force of 
three of them, in a very new andextraordi- 
nary manner. Ther I felt, was admira- 
7;on, at your noble and ſolemn opening; 
--- The ſecond was terror, leſt you ſhould 
find it impoſſible, after ſo prodigious a firſt 
act, not to flacken your energy, in the pro- 
greſs; but my third paſſion was pity, at my 
own miſtake of your greatneſs, who could 
excel all the world in the firſt acts, and 
thoſe firſt in the following. 


THERE is ſuch ſcope of invention in your 
plan, ſuch a maſtery in the turn of your in- 
. cidents, ſuch a delicate humanity in your 
conduct, fo much nature and force in your 
ſentiments, and ſuch propriety in your cha- 
racers and expreſſion, that nobody can 
know how far you ought to be admir'q 
who has not the theory of criticiſm, to a de- 
gree not too common at preſent; and this 
I take to be the only infelicity of which you 
can juſtly be e 
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I wILL ſend you a prologue, becauſe you 


would have it ſo; but the porch, I think, 
and the building, ought to have been the 
work of the ſame feilful architec?.---If there 
is a word in the tragedy that can be chang- 
ed for a better, it 1s Lycophron, which (if my 
ear does not deceive me) might, with more 
muſick, be Zenophon, or ſome other Gree 
name; and fince you have dignified Meliſſa 
into Eurydice, you have as undoubted a 
right to new-name the ſor as the mother. 


I am, dear Sir, 
Nur moſt humble, and 


Myſt obedient ſervant, 
A. HILL 
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To Mr. MALLET. 
Feb. , 1731. 
Dear SIR, e 

* OUR letter is too obligingly ſenſible 

of the truths, which mine told you, 

and which were ſo evidently your due, that 

they had not the leaſt claim to your recei- 
ving them as a favour. 


I am glad the prologue pleaſes you ; it 
ought, Iam ſure, to have been much better 
than it is, to have deſerved ſo graceful a 


compliment, as that, which you have drawn 


from it. 


I am very willing to come into Mr. 
Wilk's ſentiments. -- - My knowledge of his 


genteel addreſs, and a certain peculiar art 


which you muſt have obſerved in him, of 
enforcing a tender meaning, by his ſoft and 
dewy manner, of ſhedding it into the ear, led 
me, I believe, to add thoſe four lines more 


than were neceſſary; but the prologue 


would cloſe more proper and full, where 
he wiſhes to end it. 


SHALL I give a friendly proof, how ſin- 


cerely I expreſſed my delight at what I 
found 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 89 


found in your play, by remarking to you 


one thing, that I miſſed in it. It dwells fo 
ſtrongly on my memory, that it has been up- 
permoſt, ever fince I read it ; and I can think 
of no want but this, which can give room 
to the malice of a willing critic, to enter 
his point without breaking it. 


Sox of them would be glad to pretend, 
that the moral is not ſo clearly explain'd, as 
they expected; that Periander and Eurydice 
are ſo charmingly recommended to pity 
and eſteem of the audience, that their ſuffer. 
ings will appear unjuſt, and imply an accu- 
ſation of providence, for neglect of a virtue 


ſo amiable and yet fo unhappy, 


SuPPose, to prevent this malevolence, 
Leonidas, upon fight of the expiring queen, 


ſhould burſt into a complaint, tending to 
ſuch diſtruſt of the juſtice of heaven? -- It 


would be in character, and ſuited. to the 
warmth of his honeſt heart. And this 
might naturally awaken Periander into an 
exclamatory and pathetic anſwer.-- A confeſ- 


ſion in juſtification of providence, drawn 


from conſcious remembrance of his own 
breach of oath, in prolonging his father's 
uſur- 
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To Mr. MALLET. 

Feb. q, 1731. 

DAR SIR, II 
OUR letter is too obligingly ſenſible 
of the truths, which mine told you, 
and which were ſo evidently your due, that 
they had not the leaſt claim to your recei- 

ving them as a favour. 


I am glad the prologue pleaſes you; it 
ought, Iam ſure, to have been much better 
than it is, to have deſerved ſo graceful a 
compliment, as that, which you have drawn 
from it. 


I am very willing to come into Mr. 
Wilk's ſentiments. -- My knowledge of his 
genteel addreſs, and a certain peculiar art 
which you muſt have obſerved in him, of 
enforcing a tender meaning, by his ſoft and 
dewy manner, of ſhedding it into the ear, led 
me, I believe, to add thoſe four lines more 
than were neceſſary; but the prologue 
would cloſe more proper and full, where 
he wiſhes to end it. 


SHALL I give a friendly proof, how ſin- 
cerely I expreſſed my delight at what I 
found 
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found in your play, by remarking to you 


one thing, that I miſſed in it. It dwells ſo 
ſtrongly on my memory, that it has been up- 
permoſt, ever ſince I read it; and I can think 


of no want but this, which can give room 


to the malice of a willing critic, to enter 
his point without breaking it. 


Sou of them would be glad to pretend, 
that the moral is not ſo clearly explain'd, as 
they expected; that Periander and Eurydice 
are ſo charmingly recommended to pity 
and eſteem of the audience, that their ſuffer. 
ings will appear unjuſt, and imply an accu- 
ſation of providence, for neglect of a virtue 


ſo amiable and yet ſo unhappy, 


Sur rosg, to prevent this malevolence, 
Leonidas, upon ſight of the expiring queen, 
ſhould burſt into a complaint, tending to 


ſach diſtruſt of the juſtice of heaven? It 


would be in character, and ſuited. to the 
warmth of his honeſt heart. And this 
might naturally awaken Periander into an 
exclamatory and pathetic anſwer.-- A confeſ- 
fion in juſtification of providence, drawn 
from conſcious remembrance of his own 
breach of oath, in prolonging his father's 

8 uſur- 
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uſurpation, and with-holding the Corinthian 
liberty: A guilt, which makes t his own 
ſufferings, in the loſs of all, that was dear to 
his wiſhes, and the total deſtruction of his 
own family. And under .this agony and 
conſternation of ſoul, he might ſolemnly 
ſwear to die, after performing his vow, as 
diſdaining to live himſelf, after being 
deprived of her life, which was dearer 
to him, than his own, and who had died but 
for his offences. 


WovuLD not this ſtrike your moral into 
the hearts of every hearer? --- Methinks, it 


| would add great terror to that pity, you have 


ſo finely moved in your cataſtrophe, and 
ſend us away full of thoughts on the awful 


Judgment, that muſt always follow guilt, 
however mitigated by our virtues. 5 


I offer it to your thoughts, where, whe- 
ther it has weight or no, I am ſure it will be 
received, asa token, how truly and unreſer- 
vedly Iam, _ 

Dear, Sir, 
Your moſt humble, and 
Moſt ohedient Servant, 


A. HiLr. 
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To Mr. MALLET. 


Feb. 12, 1731. 
DEAR SIR, 


HE effect of this vexatious cold, on 
my throat, not allowing me for ſome 
days yet the enjoyment of an evening with 


you and Mr Wills, I am obliged to trouble 


you with another letter in explanation of 
my laſt; and to thank you for the favour of 
your anſwer. | 


Yov enforce my belief of the ſincerity 
you aſſert in the firſt paragraph, by that un- 
deniable proof in the ſecond, where you 
confeſs, with ſo generous a frankneſs, that 
what appeared, to me, the moral, upon 
which you had formed your tragedy, was 
no part of your intention. 


IT is plain, then, what I told you, ina 
former, you were inſpired ! --- You had the 


help of ſome boſom angel, and knew it not. 


But let me never ſtand in the way of that 
archer, when he takes true aim, who can 
thus bit the white of a mark, and declare he 


ſhoots blindfold ! | 
| nf I was 
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I was far from imagining you had meant 
any other moral; and though, as you ob- 
ſerve, the foundation of the play is jealouſy, 


and another moral might have been drawn 


from the fatality of raſh reſolutions, you 
will perceive, upon the compariſon, a ſtrong 
ly viſible difference, between the moral 
which enforces itſelſ, nnd that which might 
have been forced from your tragedy. 


— 


— 


Hap Periander's misfortunes been owing 
to any private guilt of his life, Eurydice would 


have deſerved no ſhare in his puniſhment, 


becauſe ignorant of his guilt, at leaſt, unable 
to prevent it; and then her wrongs and her 
death had been a kind of impeachment of 
the divine diſtribution of juſtice : whereas 
ſhe cannot be ſuppoſed ignorant of an oath 
that was publicly made for the liberties of 


the public, and broken, as publicly, by 


Periander, to the enſlavement of his coun- 


try. --- And, ſuppoſing this done, before ſhe 


became his wife, her joining herſelf after- 


wards to his perſon, joined her alſo to his 
guilt, and amounts to a juſtification of that 


judgment, which makes her a partner in his 
deſtruction. 


NEITHER 
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NE 1THER can there be a more awful leſ- 
ſon than ariſes from our obſervation, that 
Periander, who diſappointed the hopes, and 
invaded the rights of a people, though he 
governed them with wiſdom and equity. 
fell a facrafice, in revenge for their injury 
by the hand of a mindful providence; afflict- 
ing him moſt on that quarter, whence he 
moſt hoped for comfort ; embroiling his 
ſtate in rebellion, in order, by admiſſion of 
Procles, to give rife to thoſe ſtrong ſources 
of jealoufy, which, out of his very victory, 
produced his ruin ; as if to convince him, 
that his puniſhment, though private, was 
derived from a public calamity, becauſe his 
crime againſt the public had occaſioned it. 
For, it is evident, there had been no founda- 


tion for the jealouſy of Periander, had he not 


been tyrant of Corinth. 


Bxsiprs, had your moral taken its turn 
from the jealouſy alone, that paſſion had 


ſtood in no need of revolutions in govern- 
ment. — It had been juſter for both Peri- 
ander and Procles to have been ruined, by 
the perſonal effects of jealouſy, without in- 
volving the intereſts of a nation, whereas, 
in the other more public light, you raiſe the 

im- 
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importance of your ſtory, attach the general 
to the particular ſufferings; augment the 
terror, refine the pity, vindicate the puniſh- 
ment, and exalt the moral of your ſubject. 


Tus, Sir, thoſe incidents and ſentiments 
by which (if I dare believe it) you deſigned 
only to move and amuſe, perform what you 
deſigned in the moſt divine and exalted 
manner; as they are the road through 
which you lead us, to ſee guilt tremble at 
judgment; the effect whereof upon the 
fear and the pity of mankind, will not only 
' inſure, but alſo vindicate your reputation. 


Ir you reflect on the ſpring of all that 
Paſſionate enthuſiaſm, which moves your read- 
ers ſo ſtrongly, in the frequent invocations 
and appeals to heaven, throughout your 
tragedy, you will be tempted ſtill to height- 
en it, by ſprinkling a hint, here and there, in 
a ſingle line, juſt to awaken, in the proper 
places, an apprehenſion of impending provi- 
dence, and excite this religious terror in the 
minds of the audience. | 


I am ſo charmed with your Play, and fo 
ſure of the future celebration of your name, 


be 


for this and many other tragedies, that will 
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be an honour to the Britiſb nation, that I 
could not have pardon'd myſelf the meanneſs 
of a jealous ſilence, in a point, which I throw, 
like a wheat-grain, into a glebe that will im- 


prove it in a hundred harveſts; and the 


more they ſhall flouriſh to your glory, the 


more increaſe will they give to the delight 


with which I am moſt warmly and affec- 
tionately, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt humble 
And obedient Servant, 
A. HILE. 


To Mr. MALLET. 


| 


Feb. 18, 1731. 


Dear SIR, 
1 REcelve every letter you ſend me with 
new pleaſure, becauſe it is ſure to diſco- 
ver 7 virtue in the ſender. 


Ir ever I diſſent from Mr. Mallet s opi- 


nion, it muſt be only when he ſpeaks of 


himſelf : and, for this reaſon, I cannot al- 


1 low 
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low you to apply the word fault, as you do, 

in your .laſt; but it would, indeed, be a 
fault, in me, not to be charmed with an ex- 
cellence, in your mind, which it has given 
you the occaſion of diſcovering. 


Tnouc I admire your Play, to a degree 
that I'am not able to expreſs, yet, I am but 
half ſatisfied with my own admiration of it. 
— Would you know what is wanting to ſa- 
tisfy me entirely? — It is the power of 
making every body as much your admirer, 
as Jam. But this, your Tragedy, will be 
abler to do for you, than your friends; tho 
they will be as many as Pn readers, and 
your audience. 


Uron my brother's informing me, what 
want you were in of an epilogue, I have 
written the encloſed, and ſeal it up, to 


be brought you before you $0 « out in the 
morning. 


a, 


I nave thrown into it as much humour 
as I could, at ſo ſhort a warning; and ad- 
apted it to the livelineſs and ſpirit of Miſs 
Robinſon's turn, if I remember her right ; 

for 
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for it is a good while fince I ſaw her. I 
am, with all the warmth of good withes and 


friendſhip, 


Dear Sir, 
Nur moſt Obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 
A. Hirr. 


To Mr. MALLET. 


Feb. 23, 1731. 
Dean SIR, 


I Was preſent, laſt night, at the firſt re- 


preſentation of your Play, with a plea- 
ſure, even too great to be outweighed by 
my mortification at obſerving, how little ad- 


vantage it received from the ang. 


To ſpeak, frankly, my ſentiments of the 
matter, you had full juſtice done you by none 


of the players, . except the two, who acted 
the parts of Leonidas and Polydor : — They 


were touch'd, and touch'd their bearers ; 


for they ſpoke feelingly, that is, naturally, 
and without that „age vice, their eternal af- 
Vo“. I, H ſectation 
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fectation of forced tone, with which they 
cover and efface the paſſions, they are en- 
deavouring to heighten. 


Evxx the juſtly admired Mrs. Porter ne- 
ver went to the heart, but when ſhe aided 
what ſhe ard, by what ſhe aZed. — There is 


a juſtneſs, and grace, and a ſpirit, in many 


of her movements and attitudes, that muſt 
ſtrike all mankind, with an irreſiſtible admi- 
ration. — But ſhe began, and went through 

the whole of what you meant Eurydice 
ſhould /ay, with a kind of whining monotony, 
that produced two very unlucky effects: — 
The firſt, that we loſt two words in five of 
every thing, the meant, we ſhould hear and 


diſtin guilh: And the ſecond, that we were 


deprived, by her continued identity of tone, 


of that touching pain and pleaſure, ſhe might 
have given us, had ſhe varied her look, and 
her voice, with all Vat ſo beautiful variety 
of occaſion, you have put into her power, 


in a long and lively intermixture of many 
very different paſſions. 


I witL explain to you what I mean, by 
varying their /ooks, by deſiring you to ob- 
ſerve Mr. Mills, when he is torn, with all 

5 that 
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that ſtorm of affliction and anger, you have 
overloaded him with: You will remark, 
that, in the midſt of all his ſtartings, and 
convulſive agitations of body, he looks not, 
as if he were in earneſt : — at leaſt, he wants 
weight, and appears too light, for the ſo- 
lemn dignity of his ſorrow, which is occa- 
ſioned by his not knowing, or remembering, 
the harmony between the eyes, and the or- 
gans of the voice. — Let a man, for exam- 
ple, fix his eyes in an angry, or a ſorrowful . 
look, and then pronounce the ſofteſt, or the 
kindeſt ſpeech of love, joy, or /riend/hip, — 
he will find, that, 'till his S is as kind as 
kis meaning, his voice will ſound nothing 


but diſcord and harſhneſs. 


Bur I have run, I don't know how, into 

a length, I deſigned not; for I only meant 
to tell you, that I was truly pleaſed with 
Mr. Wilks, in the prologue, and fill more in 
the mu/ick-room, where I obſerved him, aptly, 
and generouſly touched with a manly and 
compaſſionate tenderneſs; which gave me as 
ſtrong an eſteem for him, as ever I drew 
from the vivacity, the grace, and the gen- 
teelneſs of his Action. And, after I had told 
you this, I meant to complain of the inde- 
| H 2 cent* 
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cent, not to ſay impudent, liberty, which? * 
(I conclude it him from his known ſhame- 
lefineſs) has taken to alter, diſmember, and 
deſtroy the humour and propriety of my 
Epilogue. I am the eaſieſt, of a thouſand, 
to ſubmit my own to my friend's opinion; 
but have too juſt a contempt for that per- 
ſon, and his notions, to have allowed him 
the licence, he has been permitted to aſſume, 


had I had the leaſt previous notice of his 
intention. 


- I proM1sE myſelf, however, the juſtice of 5 
your not ſuffering my Epilogue to come 


abroad, in the chequer-work, this Merry- 


andrew has dreſſed it in; and have then 


nothing to add, but my aſſurance, with what 
truth and friendſhip I am, 


Dear Sir, 
Tour moſt humble, 
And obedient Servant, 


A. HILL. 


To 
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Feb. 20, 1731. 
Maran, 
1 HAVE the happineſs, at my return 
from ſome diſtant applications, to meet 
under your own lovely hand in the letter, 
you did my ſpouſe the honour to write her, 
the confirmation of that health we are for- 
ever wiſhing you; and I cannot deſcribe the 
joy it gives us all, to hear of the happy con- 
cluſion of that long wiſh'd affair at Stanley. 
May it produce every bleſſing on every ſide, 
that your own beſt hopes propos'd or ex- 
pected from it. 


Ov ſatisfaction would have been com- 
pleat, were Miſs Lowther confirm'd in her 
recovery, as, I am ſure, ſhe would ſoon be, 
if her reſolution would take part with your 


tenderneſs, and allow her to undergo the 


ſhort diſagreeableneſs of the remedies, you 
would recommend to her: we all beg her 
to accept of our moſt humble ſervice, and 
our beſt wiſhes: we are ever remembering 


and talking of you, with the pleaſure fo 


inſeperable from your image, in the breaſts. 


of all who have been bleſs'd with your ſo- 


ciety, or felt the influence of your accom- 
pliſhments. 


Wr 
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WE are extremely glad to hear that good 
lady, your aunt, enjoys ſome ſhare of health 
this bad ſeaſon; for the affe ctionate and ten- 
der delight, with which it is natural for you 
to expreſs yourſelf, when you ſpeak of that 
excellent relation; and the charming de- 
{criptions, you have given us of her virtues, 
and her generoſity, have ſo fixed her upon 
our memory that we think of her, with a 
reſpect and tenderneſs, as if he too, as well as 


yourſelf, had the honour to be her relations. 


Wr offer our very humble ſervice to Mr. 
Lowther, whoſe good nature, ſo obligingly, 
inclin'd him to ſhare the fatigue of our firſt 
day's journey; but who that is part of you 
can want the good nature, that ſo amiably 
diſtinguiſhes you!— I ſhall trouble Mr. 
Lowther with a letter, in a little time, and 


have the honour, alſo, to write to you, upon 
the ſame ſubject. 


Amonc the multitude of thanks, due 


to you, let me not forget your ineſtimable 


letters. When you write, you have the 
power to ſtrip abſence of its melancholy; 
for they who read you, have the bleſſing 
of deceiving themſelves into an imagination, 


that 
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that they /ee and hear you; but when bufi- 

| neſs, or the night has robb'd them of the 

F power of looking upon what you have writ- 

« ten, the remembrance of it but adds to the 

many reaſons they had before, to be unhappy 

by their diſtance from you.—T have-the 

| | _. honour to be, with the moſt laſting admira- 
| tion and. reſpect, 


Madam, 
Your moſt oblig'd, and 
M/ obedient humble Servant. 


| | A. HIL. 


ad. dll 


To Lord TYRCONNEL., 


1 March 10, 1731. 
| Mv Lonp, | 
Þ* is impoſſible for men, who can think 
at all, not to think nobly of your ſp:rzt, 
when they examine it, by that bravery of 
goodneſs, you have ſhewn, in behalf of the 
fatherleſs, motherleſs, and, but for du, tho 
lifeleſs Mr, Savage. 
| = Md | I 
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Ir is uſual, for great men, to begin their 
notice of a man of worth, at the eſtabliſh- 
ment of his fame, or the enlargement of his 
proſperity; but your lordſhip's more gene- 
rous regard, for this unhappy kinſman, took 
commencement from his miſery; and, then 
firſt avowed his blood, and aſſerted his good 
qualities, when all the meaner world would 
have begun to deſert, even diſtinction itſelf, 
and been afraid to defend good ſortune. 


Bur it is too little to ſay, you have been 
generous:—You have been wiſe, in what 
your pity has done for him; fince, in one 
nobler ſenſe, you are a gainer, upon all the 
charge you have been at, in comforting the 
life, you have ſaved him: for by that hu- 
manity the whole amount of his future vir- 
tues ſtands transferred to your lordſhip, 
— Whatever gced. he does; whatever /cve 

- he merits, muſt be yours; and nothing left 
him, which the world will call his own, ex- 
cept he ſhould have follies, which I hope 


he has not, becauſe thoſe they will confeſs 
bis only. 


My preſent purpoſe was no more, than 

to beg your lordſhip's acceptance of a trifle, 
I am apout to publiſh. 

| | BuT 
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Bor I would not loſe the opportunity of 
adding, with what juſtice, I diſcern, and ad- 
mire the generous firmneſs of your heart, 
and uncommon beauty of your compaſſion, 
Permit me, therefore, to ſubſcribe my- 
ſelf with a diſintereſted and ſincere reſpect, 


My Lord, 
Your Lardſhis's moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 
A. HIII. 


To Sir RoBERT WALPOLE. 


March 12, 1731. 
SIR, 


O addreſs a great man, without Har- 
tery, would be a little too odd, and 


unreaſonable; if there were not ſome like- 
lyhood, that the very novelty may be a 
means of recommenaing it to your notice. 


I BEGIN with aſking your pardon, for 
* trifling preſent I make you, of a po- 


em, 
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em, you are not the ſubject of: and which 
having neither apprehenſions from your 
power, nor expectations from your bounty, is 
ambitious (amon g all the great things, you 
have to beſtow) of nothing further than 


your attent! on. 


As I am one of the few emphatical free- 
man, under your care, who enjoy a life with- 
out ambition or dependence, I look without 
partiality upon a world, in which I am re- 
ſolv'd to be no actor; and having often con- 
fider'd the ſpring of that ungenerous pro- 
penſity, among Engliſbmen, to encourage the 
moſt malignant ſlanders, if they are levell'd 


at a powerful miner, I think, the cauſe 


will ſooner be found in the deceiv'd expecta- 
tion, than in the i- nature of the people; or 
in their attachment to the intereſts of their 
miſleaders. | 


Tur have little knowledge of power: 
but they have a kind of general, blind hope, 
from it, that, in ſome ſort or other, they are 
to be the better, for the good fortune 
of their governors; and when they find 


themſelves diſappointed, they take their 


revenge in railing; and propagate the rail- 
ings 


- 
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ings of others, who have cloſer reaſons for 
their bitterneſs. 


So the clamour is begun, by the envy of 
a few diſtanc'd rivals, and made general by 
the diſcontent of an unmeaning multitude ; 
who, looking inward in vain, and recollect- 
ing nothing groſs enough for their. feeling, 
in honour of the miniſter, are under a dull 


kind of neceſſity to believe what 1s reported 
to his prejudice. 


In this fituation, your moſt mortifying 
circumſtance ſeems to ariſe, from the Faint 
and timorcus juſtifications you are excus'd 
by, on one hand, againſt the bold and im- 
placable charges, you are provok'd by on 
the other. For your friends, being friends of 
your power, defend you with an intereſted 
apprehenſion,, that keeps one eye behind 
them : whereas your enemies are the ene- 
mies of your perſon, and aſſault you with an 
inveterate and never-reſting animoſity. 


MeTHrinxs an eaſy remedy againſt all 
this, would be for great miniſters to render 
themſelves as popular, as they are-public : In 
which caſe your friends would loſe their 

fears, 
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fears, and eſpouſe you more boldly;—and 
your enemies would loſe their hopes, and at- 
tack you more faintly. 


A MINISTER, while he ſtands too high to 
look down upon a common truth, may won- 
der to hear it ſaid, that it is eaſy to become 
popular; but ve, ſee this plainly, who are 
out of the duſt, that ſurrounds you great men, 
in your motion; and makes you too blind, 
or too buſy, to diſcern what lies under foot 
and is trod upon in the hurry of your circle. 


THERE are a thouſand little arts of 
charming a people, no way of importance 
enough to make a queſtion of ſtate ; yet of 
eaſe and ſatisfaction to the body of a nation: 
and to be doing and talbing of ſuch purpoſes, 
would be one ſure, and ſpreading means of 
turning the tide of popularity, in your fa- 
vour. Then the writers, who ſeem ſo ear- 
neſt to dojuſtice to your character, infiſting 
timely, and with delicacy on ſuch a&s or 
intentions; inſtructing the people to feel, 
what they owe you in theſe domeſtic confi- 
derations, would meet another kind of ſuc- 
ceſs, than has attended their aſpirited nega- 
tives, too tame or too angry, to attract vene- 

ration 
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ration to your name, or even to bear up their 
own figure, againſt the ſtrength, and viva- 
City of the writers, in the oppoſite intereſt. 


I wovurD have had the honour to explain 
myſelf upon ſome heads to this purpoſe, 
but that I remember'd, you, Sir, can never 
be ſo ſure as I am, that I have no view be- 
low that purpoſe; for (if it does not appear 
too cynical to declare it,) I am apter to pity 
your greatneſs, for the freedom it robs you 
of, than to envy your power, for the enlarge- 
ment of your diſtinction. 


ANOTHER road to popularity, tho' of leſs 
immediate zſe, becauſe it regards the e/teem 


of the world, when you will be out of the 


reach of its malice, is, the encouragement of 
able writers : but on this, having ſaid ſome- 
thing 1n the printed ſheets, I will only pre- 
ſume to add, in behalf of that great genius, 
I have nam'd in the fifteenth page of the de- 
dication, that he ſeems, for many reaſons, 
the moſt worthy your notice, of any riſing 
character, I know ; and this for three rea- 
ſons, more eſpecially : firſt, becauſe he is 


moſt able to deſerve it; the ſecond, becauſe 


he is leaſt able to forget it; and the third. 
becauſe he neither expects nor deſires it. 
| You 
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You may think, Sir, juſtly enough, that I 
aſſume too much liberty, when, without the 
honour of your acquaintance, I am recom- 
mending another to your favour. Yet the 
worſt, J hope, that can be ſaid of it, is, that 
I am acting the part of a cowardly ſoldier, 
who, being conſcious he is uo willing fighter, 
and not deſirous of advancing farther for- 
ward' than befits his ſþ:rzf, puſhes a better 
man into danger, for fear he ſhould himſelf 
be ſuppos'd ambitious of a diſtinction, he has 
not courage to be fond of. I am, 


NY r, 
Your moſt bumble. 


And moſt obedi ent Servant; 


A. HILL. 


P's 


To Mr, MALLET. 


March 22, 1731. 
DEAR SIR, 


CAxvor help confeliing, that every 
letter I receive from you, gives new en- 


creaſe 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 111 
creaſe to my vanity ; not from what you fay 


in my favour, but becauſe the manner in 


which you expreſs your own thoughts, diſ- 
covers ſo uncommon a depth, with fo une- 
quall'd a delicacy, that I feel a kind of pride 
in the proofs you tranſport me with, that it 
was not partiality, but penetration, which 
induc'd me to ſo inviolable an eſteem of Mr. 


Mallet. 


I MIGHT have ſpar'd all advice to the 
poets, who are riſing, under the light of your 


living example ; and ſince providence does 


nothing in vain, begin to flatter myſelf; 
that this reptile age, is to ca its ſkin of dull- 
neſs, and renew itſelf into colours fit for 
your genius to ſhine upon. 


THERE is a mortal muſe, in my family, 


| who is conſcious enough of your intereſt in 


the true Urania, to be aſham'd of her name, 
when ſhe ſcribbles any thing in juſtice to 
Eurydice; and yet was unable to reſiſt the 
temptation of ſetting it to a proof, that ſhe did 
not read you, like a girl of the modern manu- 


Facture. I ought not to put it out of my 
own hands, where, ſhe knew, it would 


meet 
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meet with indulgence; but that I am enough 
pleas'd with it to apply to you, the words of 


your name-ſake, and predeceſſor, king Da-, 
vid. —Out of the mouth of babes and ſuck- 
lings, Thou haſt ordained ſtrengtb, 


T am, Dear Sir, 


Your moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant, 
A. HILL. 


— _ 


May 5 173 gx; 


SIX ß, 


I 


RETURN you the tragedy, with the 
fulleſt proof I can give you, that I am 
ſincere, when I wiſh well to your intereſt, 


I am afraid, IT have occaſioned you the 
trouble of writing ne copies of your Play; 
but, when you have done ſo, you will find 
yourſelf more ſtrongly touched with the 
beauty and force of your own ſentiments, 
while, by removing all that was too com- 
mon, or too calm, the incidents are thrown 

| _ cloſer 


— 
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cloſer together, and the ſcenes are more 
moving and paſſonate, | 


 SACHARISS A, alone, is a much 

better name, without the additional title of 
unlawful Love; which laſt might ſeem con 
trary to the moral of your purpoſe, that points 
at the punz/hment of a criminal paſſion ; not 
recommends i it, as an entertainment. 


You will be apt, at your firſt looking into 
the play, to think, I have cut off ſeveral 
features, that would have added to its beauty, 
But, you will change that opinion, upon a 


cloſer conſideration, and feel the ſtrength of 


your Tragedy increaſed, by the /of5 of what 
I have taken from it, much of which had a 
great deal of merit, but would have made 
your ſcenes anguiſh, becauſe improperly 
placed; all reflection, not paſſionate and 
active, being too cold for the ſtage, between 
characters of diſtreſs and agitation. 


I couLD have wiſhed, that, in the Caſt of 
your deſign, for this Tragedy, you had con- 
trived to ſoften the guilt of Sachariſſa's con- 
ſent, by repreſenting her under ſome pre- en- 


gagement of love and promiſe, to Bel ario, 
I and 
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and the match between that gentleman, and 
Her ſiſter, the effect of her father's compul- 
ſion, upon ſome motive of intereſt. The 
pity, due to her ruin, would have been 
thought better warranted, by the prudes of 
a ſex, that can never forgive one another a 


Fall, till they perceive . given to 
ſtumbling, 


Upo the whole, I have taken the moſt 
friendly pains, I was able; and wiſh you, 
heartily the ſucceſs, that is due to your 
merit and application. I am, 


Sir, Yours, &c. 
A. Hirt. 


, 1 A * 2 
P 


May 9, 1737. 
SI R, 


1 MUST deny myſelf the pleaſure of that 
agreeable evening, you propoſe, with 


yourſelf, and that gentleman, (of whom 


you drew ſo pleaſing a picture) yet a little 
longer; till I can bring an attention leſs per- 


plex'd than at preſent, with a hundred af- 


fairs of too dry a nature, to deſerve the de- 
light of being mix'd with good company. - 


In the mean time, to anſwer that part of 
your 
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your letter, that regards Sachariſſa, T muſt 
confeſs, ſhe is, (as you now give me her di- 
menſions) a good deal too ſhort, for a lady 
of ſo much beauty and merit. Yet I cannot 
agree with you, that 2000 lines make the 
length of a moderate tragedy : from 1 500 to 


1800 is the length which will always go 


beſt off; and the nearer the f of the two 
numbers, the better : ſince, if there is no 
ſpirit and worth in a play, the audience will 
never complain of its ſhortneſs; and where, 
as in your caſe, there is merit and fire, they 
will riſe with an appetite, and return the 
ſooner again, if it is ſhort; as they have not 
been fatiated with the pleaſure. 


THeRE ſeems, however, an abſolute ne- 


ceflity, of adding about 400 lines: but I am 


by no means, for throwing out the foreign 
incident; becauſe I think you may appropri- 
ate it to the action and moral of the play; 
and derive a dignity and importance from it, 
beyond what your Tragedy could be capable 
of, without it. 


. SuyPpose, for example, a ſtrong, but ſecret 
paſſion, to have been advanc'd to a mutual 
contract, between Bellarioand Sachariſ/a; and 

| þ5 0 EAWW only 
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only prudentially conceal'd from the father's | 


knowledge; upon apprehenſion of his refu- 
ſal, on acconnt of ſome family oppoſition 
of intereſts, 


SUPPOSE too, that Guelderland had a violent 


paſſion for her, and propos'd to marryEloiſa 


but that the duke, growing jealous of this 


match, leſt it might weaken the loyalty of 


ſo powerful a ſubject, as Scevolus, recom- 
mends Bellario to Eloiſa, and inſiſts, peremp- 
torily, on the father's obedience ; thereby 
to diſappoint the intentions of Guelderland. 


 Ta1s naturally may be ſuppos'd to have 
forc'd from Sachariſſa the ſecret of her paſſi- 


on for Bellario: notwithſtanding which, 


and all the tears, prayers, and perſuaſions 
of his daughter, the old man's obſtinate loy- 

alty compels Eloiſa to marry him; and Bel- 
lario's fear of the duke, neceſſitated his com- 
pliance. 


Tux diſtreſs of your chief characters be- 


ing thus vile the pity of the audience is 
ſecur'd for them, notwithſtanding their guil- 
ty amour; but what is ſtill a furtherance, to- 


wards. 
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wards the merit of your plan, this diſappoint- 
ment, irritating Guelderland to revenge, may 


be ſuppos'd the motive of that attempt, in 


which he miſcarried, and was made a cap- 
tive. And the retirement of Scævolus from 
power, may be repreſented, as a deſign, to 
give peace to his country, by removing his 
influence from all occaſion of inflaming the 
envy of Guelderland's party. 


Tx1s will naturally bring on the cataſtro- 
phe, and lengthen the Tragedy, to its menti- 
oned extent. And when you have done 


what you think proper upon this plan, or 


any other, to the like purpoſe, if you ſend 

me the Play again, you may depend on the 

ſincereſt advice and aſſiſtance in the power 

of, | 
Str, 


Nur moſt obedient 


Humble Servant, 


A. HIII. 
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To Mr. Pope. 


Sept. 17, 1731- 
Dx AR SIR, 


T will never be in my power to forget, 
how compaſſionate you have been, in 
calling and ſending ſo often. — lt is plain, you 


have none of the faſhionable want of feeling, 
for the calamities of others; and, when I re- 


flect, that you are kind enough to concern 


yourſelf for mine, it brings me nearer to com- 


Fort, than either reſignation, or philoſophy. 


Tur part you are pleaſed to take, in my 
loſs of a wife, who had the misfortune of 


being a firanger to you, would have been as 


Juſt, as it 1s generous, had you been qualifyed 
to meaſure it, by an acquaintance with her 


_ @urtues, It was one of thoſe virtues--that 


| ſhe admired Mr. Pope, and knew, why ſhe 


admired him. She wiſh'd for nothing, with 


more livelineſs, than the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you, and (ſuch is the illuſion of our pro- 


ſpectsl) the very day, on which ſhe promi- 


fed herſelf the enjoyment of that wiſh, ſhe 
| became 
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became inſenſible to a// wiſhes, on this fide 
eternity ! 


I cnost a place for her, in the Abbey- 
Cloiſter; the Wall of the church, above, be- 
ing ſo loaded with marble, as to leave me 
no room, to diſtinguiſh her monument. 


Give me leave to hope the benefit of 
your advice, on this mournfal occaſion, I 
cannot ſuffer her to lie unnoticed, becauſe 


a monument, in ſo frequented a place as 


Weſtminſter- Abbey, reſtoring her, to a kind 
of ſecond life, among the living, it will be 
in ſome meaſure, not to have %% her. But 
there is a low and unmeaning lumpiſhneſs, 
in the vulgar ſtyle of monuments, which 
diſguſts me, as often, as I look upon them; 
and, becauſe I would avoid the cenſure, I 
am giving, let me beg you to ſay, whether 
there is gniſicance, in the draught, of which 


I encloſe you an aukward ſcratch, not a copy: 


the flat table, behind, is Slack, the figures 


are white marble. 


Tux whole of what you ſee, here, is but 
part of the monument; and will be ſur- 
rounded by pilaſters, arifing from a pediment 
of white marble, having its foundation on a 

I 4 Black 
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' black marble mountain; and ſi upporting a co- 
ronice and dome, that will aſcend to the point 
of the cloiſter arch. About half way up a 
craggy path, on the black mountain, below 
will be the figure of time, in white marble, 
on an attitude of climbing, obſtructed by lit- 
tle Cupids, of the ſame colour; ſome rolling 
rocks, into his path, from above; ſome 
throwing nets, at his feet and arms, from 
below; others in ambuſcade, ſhooting arrows 
at him, from both fides; while the Death, 
you ſee in the draught, will ſeem, from an 
opening between bills, in relievo, to have 
found admiſſion by a ſhorter way, and pre- 
vented fime, at a diſtance. 


I :anNnoT forbear to incloſe you an ano- 
nymous favour, which I received, in a 


penny-poſt letter, from ſome kind hand diſ- 


guiſed, that I ſhould not gueſs at the obliger. 
I find, in it, a ſtrong and touching /mplicity; 
nature, nervous, and undreſſed; ſtriking, 
from and to the heart, without pomp or af- 
ſectation! you will be pleaſed with theſe 
ſour verſes, if my melancholy has not 
helped their imprefiien on me. It is true, 
they ſeem rather the moving words of a 
wife, while dying, than the — 
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her monument, after deatb; but I have ne- 


ver been able to read them, without emo- 


tion; and being charmed with them myſelf, 


I wiſhed you a part of the pleaſure. 


I HAD heard of the obliging opinion you 
expreſſed of my Tragedy, when you had, 
lately, an occafion of ſpeaking to Mr. Wills, 
concerning the affairs of the age. I aſſure 
you, without complement, I had rather it 
ſhould pleaſe you, ſingly, than a dozen 
crowded audiences, And one thing I can 
be ſure, of in its favour,-It will be the better 
for ſome marks of your pencil. If you 
would have the goodneſs, to allow me to 
put a copy of it into your hands, and ſpeak 
of it, occaſionally, with the ſame kind parti- 
ality, to ſome of thoſe, who can give ſucceſs 
to Tragedies; That alone, might determine 
me, to venture it on the /tage, next winter. 


I Have thoughts, about the middle of 
this month, of taking your advice, and 
Jully's; J will try what change of place, and 
the pleaſure of being nearer you, can do, 
toward diſpelling a grzef, that time ſeems to 
threaten increaſe of: I will fly from it, if I 

can, 
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can, but the atra cura poſt equitem, will fit 
too cloſe to be parted with. I am, truly, 
and unalterably, 


Dear Sir, 


Your moſt affeftionate, 
And moſt obedient Servant, 


A. Hitt, 


Jo Mr. Wikies: | 


Sept, 17, 1731, 
8 IR, 

HE pleaſure, I am ſure to enjoy, in 
your company, would have made it 
impoſſible, not to have renewed it before 
now, but that it pleaſed God to try me, 
with a domeſtic affliction, which my heart 
was not proof againſt. Unfaſhionable, as 
this is, I make no ſcruple of owning it to 
you, whoſe humanity, (always amiable) ne- 
ver charmed me fo touchingly, as by that 
tenderneſs of delight, with which (in an age, 
that affects to think, meanly, of marriage) 
you durſt dwell, with ſo beautiful a ſeriouſ- 
neſs, on the merits of a wife, in your gene- 


rous 
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rous ſenſibility of your own lady's accom- 
pliſhments. 


Brcausk I would wiſh you a life, with- 
out bounds, may you (ſo loving, and belo- 
ved) live, till the world is willing to part 
with you, and then, -both die, together. 


Bur the occaſion of my troubling you, 
with this letter, is, to aſk you a queſtion, 
for the ſatisfaction of a friend, who has a 
Tragedy, which he wrote, with Mr. Wilks, 
in his eye; and, upon the character, which 
he was in hopes to ſee bine, in your action, 

moves the whole deſign of his play. The 
part is, in length, about 5o0 lines. The 
turn of it is amorous, inconſtant, ſpirited, 


attractive, and diſtreſsful. It conſiſts of fire, 


and vivacity, endear'd and temper'd by the 
ſofter paſſions: I don't know whether I ex- 
plain myſelf enough; but what I mean is 
It is a part, which (if I have any know- 
ledge of the frage) will give pleaſure to Mr. 
Wilks, and receive life from him, 


Bur, if your intention to decline new 
parts, is a fix'd, and unalterable reſolution, 
my friend would, by no means, bring on his 
Play, till he can find an actor, as capa- 

8 ble 
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ble as you are, to do juſtice to this charac- 
ter might have ſaid it more briefly — 
He would never bring it on at all. 


Ir you enable me to inform this author, 
whether this tragedy is to be born, or die, an 
abortive, it will very much oblige me, who 
am, moſt warmly, and with the ſincereſt 
heart. 


Sir, 


Your moſt obedient, | 
And moſt bumble, Servant, 


A. HILI. | 


— 


— — — a... nn —_ i —_— 


To Mr. WILKS. 


Sept. 22, 1731. 

S IX. 
1 Spoke of my own tragedy, under colour 
of a friend's, from my unwillingneſs to 
put any ſtrain on your good-nature, having 
heard, with great concern, of your intenti- 

on to decline e parts in general. 
PE | I nave 
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I nave, now, the pleaſure of ſending it 
you, and, if capable, as I hope it is, of doing 

ſervice to your company, I ſhould be glad, 


it might come on, in December, becauſe my 


time will be much leſs at my command af. 
ter Chri/t1as. 


THe occaſion of writing this Tragedy was, 
my having attempted one, upon the ſame 
ſubject, in 1710, when I was boy enough, 
not to be aſhamed of beginning and ending it, 
in leſs than a Fbrrnight, after Mr. Booth had 
put me in mind of the ſtory. So, I conſi- 
dered it, as my duty, to attone for that extra- 

vagance, when, at a diſtance of twenty years 
I had gathered patience enough, to believe, 
that imagination is a mad horſe, and ought 
to be bridled by the judgment. 


I nave, accordingly, made a quite ae 
plan, and, though the ſubject is the ſame, 1 
have turned it, wholly a different way; and 
retained neither thought, nor expreffion, of 
my former. If it is of no uſe elſe, it will 
ſerve, at leaſt, for an experiment, how far 
the ſame writer's genius (good or bad) may, 
or may not be benefited, by the Mance of 
art, and Submiſh on to the reſtraints of criti- 


ciſm. 
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c:/m—A queſtion, often debated, and not 
yet ſufficiently cleared up, among us. 


I am gratefully ſenſible of your compli- 
| ment, with reſpe& to your reſolution about 
$ new parts, and have the pleaſure to acknow- 

| ledge myſelf, 


Sr, 


| 5 Your moft obliged, 


And moſt obedient Servant, 
A. HILL. 


(PRES 


— — 


To Mr. WILKS. 


Sept. 2 5, 1731. 
VVV | 
4 HO' it is a great ſatisfaction to me, — 4 

that you, and Mr. Cibber, approve of 5 


my play, yet I am under a concern, that is 
ſtill more lively ; while I find you declining, 
to throw luſtre upon the character of Athel- 
wold. 


I can eaſily conſent, that he ſhould never 
be ſeen, at all: but it is impoſlible for me 
| | to 


4 


OATGOINATL LETTERS. 127 
to allow, that any body, but Mr. Wills, can 


repreſent him. 


IT is the talent of very few, to unite dig- 
nity to tenderneſs, and give that importance 
to an amorous diſtreſs, by which only it can 
be made conſiderable enough to deſerve 
compaſſion. 


In anſwer to that inſufficiency, which you 
are pleaſed to find, where nobody elſe would 
ever have looked for it, I appeal to a million 


of living witneſſes, whether you are not, in- 


finitely, unjuſt to yourſelf, — the only perſon, 
from whoſe merit you could be capable of 
detracung. 


THERE is more youth, in your air; and 
more vigour, in your action, than can be con- 
ceived in the imagination of one, who has 
never ſeen you. And, as for amiable grace 


in movement, together with a certain anima- 


ted ſoftneſs, and an inexpreſſible vivacity of 
ſpirit, a writer muſt deſpair of finding them, 


at all, when he ceaſes to find them, in your 


Perſon. \ 


IN ſhort, there is not a line, in the part, 
which I did not ſee, and bear you ſpeak 


while 
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while T was writing it. Nature has 10 A. 
thelwold, but you; and I cannot bear the 


mortification of ſuppoſing any body elſe, in 
the character. 


Tux part of Edgar was written for Mr. 
Booth; would he were well enough to act it! 
— The part of Ofwald, for Mr. Cibber.— 
Neither will he decline it, if it is but half as 
fit for his acceptance, as he is capable of 
drawing notice, upon the characer.--Leolyn 
was deſigned for Mr. Mills; Elfrid, for Mrs. 
Oldfield; and Etbelinda, for Mrs, Porter. 


Bur death, and accidents, having interpo- 
ſed, in ſome of theſe caſis, I am at a loſs, 
without your advice, how to ſupply them. 
Pray be ſo good, as to give me your opinion, 
and it will very much oblige, 

Sir, 
Tour moſt humble, 
And moſt obedient Servant, 


A. HILL. 
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Sept. 25, 1731. 
DAR SIR, | 
O obliging a letter, as your laſt, deſerved 
a ſpeedier acknowledgment ; a ſincerer 
it could not have had, than I, now ſend you 
for it. If there is any thing unpardonable 
in a ſorrow, ſo juſt as mine, it is a ſelfiſhneſs, 
that, looking :nward, with too earneſt an 
indulgence, neglects every object, but its 
own.--I begin to be ſenfible of this con- 
traction of my heart; and the diſcovery will 
relieve me, in ſome meaſure, from a grief, 
that was not willing to be leſſened. _ 


BECAUSE it is reaſonable to begin the a- 
tone ment, where the guilt has been greateſt, 
let me, firſt, beg your pardon, for having 
been /ilent ſo long; and, then, thank you, in 
my own name, and the publick's, for the pre- 
ſent application of your time, to a purpoſe 
In which we all have an intereſt. 


Bx rok you ſent me word, what ſubject 
you was inclined to write on, I was deſign- 
ing to have recommended the ſame moral, 
to your thoughts, in the Exgliſb ſtory, of 
Pierce Gaveſton ; which, I believe, with 

Vor. I. K 8 greater 
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greater dignity, you will ſtrike out, from the 
fate of your Roman. 


I DouBT not to ſee, in your tragedy, not 
only a lively parallel, but a uſt one. Albinus 
has, certainly, no notion of a de/icacy, or an 
extent, in his politics ; yet, as far, as I can 
judge, by his meaſures, he is a groſs-good 
meaner. His heart his open, but not expan- 
ſive; his ability is limited; but ſo is his re- 
ſentment, He is, at once, incapable of the 
good things we wiſh, and the bad things we 
might ſuffer :--whereas malice in Contrarius 
ſeems the moſt active of his qualities. He 
fees farther, indeed, than his rival, but he 
thinks more narrowly; for, while Albinus 
can with-hold the revenge, in his power, 
againſt the exfoſer of his blunders, Contrarius 
is implacable, and virulent againſt the de- 

fſpiſer of his penetration. 


Tuis being my notion of the modern 
patriotiſm, am in hopes, to ſee it ſet right, 
in ſome tragedy ; that legion may be bubbled 
no longer, by animoſity, for public ſpirit- 
edneſs, on one ſide; -and, that ambition, on 
the other, may be taught to meaſure it- 
ſelf, and take bounds in proportion to ca- 
pacity, We ſhould, then, have humbler 


ſaclicus, and abler admin'ſtraticn. 
| | | I HAVE 
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I nave ſome thoughts of venturing Athel- 
wold into the world, this winter, if it has the 
good fortune, to meet with your approbation. 


Dxsr16ninNG a monument over my wife, 
that I may redeem as muſt of her, as poſ- 
ſible, be ſo kind, at to give me your 
opinion, whether I have expreſſed, what 
I 8 the 3 epitaph. 


Enough, cold fone ! ſuffice her long-lov'd 
name; 

Words are too weak, to pay her virtue's 
claim. 

Temples, and tombs, and tongues, ſhall 
waſte away, 


And pow'r's vain pomp, in mould ring duſt 


decay. 


But, e' er mankind a wife, more perfect, ſee, 


Eternity, O Time! ſhall bury thee. 


I AM returned to that very /e//iſhneſs, 


which I was become aſhamed of, in the 


beginning of this letter; but, that is not half 
ſo wonderful, as that, while I have yeu to 


ſpeak of, I can find room, at all, to talk of. 
Yeur moſt affectionate, 
And moſt obedient Servant, 
K 2 A. Hitt. 
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To Mrs. LowTHE. 


Sept. 26, 173 I. 
MapaMm, 


1. has pleas d God, * I had the hon- 
our of writing to you laſt, to afflict me, 
by a ſtroke, which, tho' I expected, and liv'd 
in dread of, J had not reſignation enough, 
when it befel me, to ſupport it, as I ought. 
I have % the friend of my heart,--and the 
companion of my foul!-- We were one, in an 
unuſual ſenſe; for our purpoſes, our in- 
tereſt, and our very thoughts, and wiſhes, 
were united. 


T x HAD loſt her much ſooner, but for the 
air of your county, and the charms of your 
company: ſhe was a true judge of merit, and 
ſhe found, and loud it, in Mrs. Lowther ! ſhe 
was, moſt ſincerely, youradmirer ; and would 
talk, ſo often, of the, delight your converſa- 
tion gave her, that I reflect, with the ut- 
moſt comfort, on her not having left the 
world, till ſhe had taſted 7hat be/?pleaſure in it. 


YtT, you never knew her, as ſhe, really, 
was—the effect of her cruel illneſs had 
drawn 
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drawn a cloud over her accompliſhments, 
before ſhe had the happineſs of your ac- 


quaintance. 


Hap ſhe been as near you, as ſhe was /ke 
you, I ſhould have had no occaſion to tell 
you, that ſhe was virtuous without pride; 
wiſe without conſciouſneſs ; careful without 
meanneſs ; reſerv'd without ſtiffneſs ; wwell-bred 
without affefation ; and ſincere without in- 
decency. 


Bur I will dwell, no longer, on this me- 
lancholy ſubject:—that I may place her, 
where ſhe lov'd to be, let me leave her in 
your boſom. 


Oor of ten lottery tickets which I had 
order'd to be bought, from number 52,233, 
to number 52, 242, incluſive, I have, in 
obedience to your command, choſen you 
one, and it is number 52,240. I wiſh it, 
what it ought to be—the moſt fortunate, for 
the moſt deſerving ! but, if either of my o- 
ther numbers ſtrikes your fancy, rather than 
that, which I have choſen, pleaſe to follow 
the impulſe of your own hapnier choice, 
and let me have the honour of your order, 


K 3 which 
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which other I ſhall ſend you. I will ſend 


it by the carrier, who leaves London next 


Tueſday, and comes into Swine-gate; and 
| Rany, (who is your, and Miſs Lowther's 


conſtant humble ſervant, ) will have me ſuf- 
fer her to put up with it a little ſcratch of a 
copy, which the girls have contriv'd to 
draw among themſelves, from the deſign 
that 1s now about, for a monument, over their 
dear mamma ; by which, as far as it is in my 
power, I ſhall ſtill, as it were, keep her in 
the world; and in ſome faint manner, re- 
ſtore her, among the living. Iam, with 
great truth and reſpect, 


Madam, 
Your moſt humble 


And moſt obedient Servant, 


— A. Hirt. 


To 
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To Mr. Pop k. 


Sept. JO, 1731. 
DAR SIR, 5 


x OU are very good, and obliging :—-- 


your laſt letter came not to my hands 
till yeſterday; I will thank you for it, in per- 
ſon, one day, next week, if poſſible, and 
give you notice, a day before. 


My daughter, under encouragement of 
your invitation, promiſe herſelf the pleaſure 
of admiring your gardens; and wiſhes the 
weather may continue, as it is, till I can 


give her the opportunity of an afternoon's 
walk in them. 


My brother is writing over another copy 
of the tragedy, which I will take the liber- 
ty to put, a ſecond time, into your hands, 
as ſoon as it is ready: 1 propoſe no benefit, 
to myſelf, from it, leaving its profits to the 
players: but, as I knew it neceſſary, to pre- 
pare the expectation of perſons of the firſt 
rank, if one would wiſh a play that kind of 


fame which noiſe can give it, (and without 


which indeed it wer: to no purpoſt, to have 
it 
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it brought on the ſtage,) I am therefore, 
greatly oblig'd, by the hope, you permit me 
to nouriſh, that you will ſuffer it to paſs 
thro' your hand, to the notice of ſome of 
thoſe, who ſpeaking of it, with favour, 
will be a direction to others, how far they 
may dare to be pleas'd with it. I am, 


Dear Sir, : 
Your moſt oblig'd 
And affeftionate Servant. 


A. HILI. 


„ 


„ — * = * "__ * * 9 — 


To Mr. MALLET. 


Oct. 2, 1731. 
Dr AR SIR, 
Coup not read your Epitaph, on the 
death of Mr. Aikman, after his fon, 

without a concern, that was, at once, the 

ſtrongeſt, and the ſincereſt praiſe, I was 
capable of giving it lt is elegantly compre- 
henſive, and ſignificantly mournful, and 
has a melancholy ſtrength of tenderneſs, 
running every where, thro' it. The turn 


of the laſt line puts me in mind of ſome- 
 thing- 
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thing, I have, a thouſand times, been charm- 
ed with a couplet, by Sir Henry Wotton, 
upon the death of Sir Albertus Moreton and 


his Lady; written in the reign of King 
Charles the firſt. 


He, firſt deceas'd—-- She, for a little, try'd 
To live without him--lik'd it not, and dy'd. 


IT is ſo natural a tranſition, from King 
Charles the ſirſt, to the houſe of Montrofs, 
that this is the propereſt place, in my let- 
ter, to expreſs my participation of your con- 
cern for my Lord Marquis's danger. I have 
heard of great, and ſudden cures, in far 
gone conſumptions, from effect of a very 
ſimple remedy. A pint, to a quart a day of 
Coffee, made with Milk, inſtead of water, 
and taken at pleaſure, like other Coffee—. 
Surprizing changes have been wrought in a 
fortnight, by this humble recipe: And J 
ſhould be impertinent enough, to play the 
quack, and ſend you a doſe of reaſonings upon 
the operation, and its cauſes, if I thought 
that could prevail on you, to recommend the 
experiment. For it would pleaſe me, to be 
a means of lengthening out the fe ofa Gr a- 
HAM, becauſe there have been deaths, a- 
mong their anceſtors, which deſerve to 
make their poſterity, immortal. 


TIT musT 
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I MusT not forget to thank you, for the 
promiſe of writing at length, upon your 
ſtory of Gracchus : whatever ſubject you 
write on, one would with you to write, at 
length, becauſe the longeſt, of your letters, 
appear bort, when your friends receive them. 


Your obſervation on the complex names 
of Tragedies, is I think, a very jut one; 
and ought to determine me in reſtoring that 
of Athelwold, to mine. But the Cæſars, 
Alexanders, Timoleons, Catos, are names, fo 
noted, in hiſtory, that they awaken expecta- 
tion, as the Eurydices and Sopboniſbas are 
ſo muſical, in their ſounds, that they ſeem 
to beſpeak our partiality, in their favour: 
and are, therefore, the propereſt titles for 
plays, for which they are the ſubjects ; 
whereas Atbelwold, being neither noted, 
nor ſounding enough, to carry ſuch a 
weight of diſtinction, I was afraid, it might 
be neceſſary, to point at ſome meaning, in 
the title. 


I am charm'd, by your generoſity, in 
haſtening to offer an engagement, of your 
friends, in favour of this Tragedy From 
moſt other writers, it would have ſurpriz'd 

IT me, 
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me, but I cannot conſent to your doing it. 
Reſerve all your influence for a tragedy, 
in ſupport of which I dare fay, the whole 
toon will be of one mind, and find no room 
for repentance. As I leave the profit of 
mine, to the players, I have no other in- 
tereſt, in its ſucceſs on the fage, than the 


filly propenſity, we have to ſhare an applanſe, 
which we know to be ind; and KA value 


ourſelves, upon being thought well of, by 
that multitude, of whoſe faſte, at the ſame 


time, we cannot forbear to think deſpicably. 


Tre Play is deſign'd to come on, before 
Chriſtmas ; but Mrs Oldfield being dead, Mrs 


Porter loft to the ſtage, and Mr. Booth ſcarce 
capable of acting this ſeaſon, I am at a loſs 
how theſe characters will be ſuſtain'd, which 
they were to have repreſented. 


BuT, whatever may become of the cha- 
racters, in my Tragedy, there is one, in my 
life, which I ſhall always be careful to 
maintain, in its fulleſt ſpirit, and it is Chat of, 

Dear Sir, 
Your moſt faithfully affeftionate 
And moſt obedient Servant, 


A. HIII. 
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To Mr. Wilks. 


OF. 22, 1731. 

SIR 33 173 
1 SEND you a new copy of the generous 
Traitor, 5 beg the favour of you, to 
return me the old one. I have added two, 
or three ſcenes, in the third and fifth acts, 
which, I believe, will have a ſtronger effect 
on an audience, than all the reſt of the play: 
but I cannot allow myſelf the merit of this 
improvment, without confeſſing, that I owe 
it to a hint that Mr. Cibber gave me, for 
which I defire you to thank him, in my 
name; for I ſhall think myſelf, unworthy 
the benefit of a good advice, if ever I grow 


weak enough, tobe above the acknowledge- 
ment of it. 


I wisy him, alſo, to know that I, now 
no longer, remember with a parent's animo- 
ſity, the murder he committed on my Epi- 
logue to Eurydice, He ought, like his Cid, 
to be forgiven; becauſe his ſervice was of 
ſo much more importance, than his offence 
was. I only beg of him, for the future, 

to 
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to ſuſpend the execution of any of my writ- 
ings, till 1 have agreed to his ſentence. 


AT Twickenham, the other day, in diſ- 


courſe with Mr. Pope, he was propoſing the 
proper name, of Albelwold, as a better title 
than the generous Traitor: but, upon conſi- 
dering ſome reaſons for the contrary opini- 


on, it remain'd a matter of doubt, with us, 
which was beſt of the two. I wiſh, you 
would be ſo good, as to decide it. 


THERE are many different reports, con- 
cerning Mr. Booth, and Mrs. Porter: pray 
oblige me, with your thoughts, in a line, 
with the copy; — will this Tragedy have 
the advantage of their acting in it? 


As ſoon as the time draws near, I will 


ſhew you, by a few light drawings, a beau- 


tiful, and no expenſive occaſion, for a novel- 
ty in the old Saxon dreſſes; which will not 


only carry more propriety, than the modern, 


but an equal grace, with the Greeꝶ or 
Roman; and may be form'd, upon their 
ſpare ground-work ; yet, appear quite new 


to the audience. I am, Sir, 
Your moſt humble, 
And moſt obedient Servant, 


A. H1LL, | 


Annes ̃ 
. IO I 
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T o Mr. W1LKs. 


OZ. 28, 1731. 
S TI R, 
1 END you, herewith, the ſhadows of 
a ſet of dreſſes for the Generous Traitor. 
You muſt not expect drawings. They are, 
however, plainly enough mark'd, to give 
Ideas, of their meaning: at leaſt, they will, 
when I have further explain'd them to you, 
which I ſhall ſoon have the pleaſure « of doing 


in perſon. 


LEOLYN, becauſe a Briton, ought not 
to have his habit Saxon all ; the reſt have the 
authority of Yer/legan's Antiquities for the 
ground-work of, their appearance; only I 
need not obſerve to you, that ſome hei gbten- 
ings were neceſſary, becauſe beauty muſt 
be join'd to propriety, where the decoration 
of the ſtage, is the purpoſe to be 3 


for. 


Fok this reaſon, too, I had regard to a 
contraſt of colours, in the ſeveral parts of 
each perſon's dreſs; and in thoſe of the 
whole number, with reſpect to their appea- 
rance, together. Theſe are little things, 


but 1 have often obſerved that their effect 1s 
not Htle, | is» HT 
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To ſay nothing, as to impropriety, in the 
cuſtom of dreſſing characters /o far back, in 
time, after the common faſhions of our 
days, it weakens probability, and cuts off, in 
great meaſure, what moſt ſtrikes an audi- 
ence; for it relaxes the pomp of Tragedy, 
and the generality being led, by the eye, 
can conceive nothing extraordinary, where 
they ſee nothing uncommon. It is, alſo, 
worth notice, that a fine, natural ſhape, re- 
ceives great advantage, from a well-ima- 
gined turn of habit, and an aukward, un- 
natural one has an air, that burleſques dig- 
nity without it. 


Tux Furrs, which you will obſerve 


pretty frequent, in the figures, are a prime 


diſtinction, in the old Saxon habits; and 
will have ſomething of a grandeur, not 


without beauty: but they need not be real 


furrs—many cheap imitations will have the 
fame effect, at the diſtance, they will be 
ſeen from. Moſt other parts of the drefl&% 
may be compleated, by giving new uſes, 
to the old reſerves of your wardrobe for if I 
do not miſtake, it is rather fancy, than ex- 

pence, that does the buſineſs in theſe caſes. 
As 
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As to the coronets, it was the cuſtom of 
thoſe times, for perſons of high rank, to 
wear them, upon common, as well as extra- 
erdinary occaſions ; but they muſt be diſtin- 
guiſhed, more than they are in the papers, 
to point out the. different degrees; and 
worn in a more becoming poſition, higher 
off from the forehead, and a little leaning to 
one fide. There is an advantage will attend 
the uſe of their long /ngle feather, beyond 
that of the plume--Tt will be light, and may 
be worn, throughout five acts, without 
warmth or inconvenience. 


I ſhould chuſe, for the reaſon I gave you, 
in a former, to have the Play come on in 
December; but will delay, if you pleaſe, to 
make a caſt of the parts, till after I have 
talked with you, on that ſubject. Far I 


would not, willingly, find your notions, in 
any thing, diſagreeing with pts, who is, 


from his heart, 
. 
Your moſt humble 
And moſt obedient Servant. 
. A. HIII. 
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To Mr. Pop:. 


OZ. 20, 1741: 
Dear SIR, m1 


EG1NNING to fear, I ſhall not have the 
plezſure of returning to Richmond, this 
ſeaſon, I take the freedom of replacing A- 


thekwold in your hands, with the ſcenes I 
have added, lately. 


Bur, obſerving ſome new marks of your 
pencil, in places, which you had formerly 
diſtinguiſhed, in the fame manner, I am c- 
| bliged, (for fear, you ſhould think me fond- 
er of my follies than I really am) to confeſs, 
that when I altered all the reſt of the places, 
L left theſe few, as they were, becauſe my 
judgment could not, ſo clearly as it wiſhed, 
fall in with your objections. 


In the firſt, for inſtance, inſtead of — 
ſhorten your meant abſence--you would read 
it--to make your abſence ſhorter.-- Me- 
thinks, your correction intends but one ſig- 
nification, that is - to make his abſence hori- 
er than he meant to make it. And, in that 


ſenſe, it is exactly the ſame, as my on. 
Vox. I | L But, 
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But, to make his abſence ſhorter, is equivo- 
cal, and, therefore, not elegant. His abſence 


could not be ſhorter, than it was. It might 
be /borter, than he intended it. 


Ir I am doubtful, too, in your ſecond ex- 
ception, againſt vibes, in the plural, I ſhall 
have your ſecond thoughts on my fide; for 
Athelwold had wanted delicacy, had he ſaid, 
that Erhelinda bleſſed his wiſh; as if he had 
felt but one, only which the ladies would 
have called a groſs one, unaccompanied with 
thoſe politer, of partiality, tenderneſs, and 
confidence, from a miſtreſs, who could bleſs 


him, in one general poſſeſſion, with all thoſe 
different accompliſhments, he had wiſhed 


Fer, among women. 


Bur, it would look, like growing ſerious, 
upon a trifle, ſhould I go on, in this manner, 
and expect you to read all the reaſons, 
could give, in defence of the other places. 
And you will conclude, I have ſuch as, I 
think, you would approve of; ſince I ſend 
you the Play, again, with all thoſe places, 


unaltered. 


IT is time to forbear per ſccuting you, a- 
bout this Tragedy :--It 1s te come on be- 


fore 
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fore Chriflmas : But, tho' you have given 


me leave, to tax your condeſcention with 
ſome concern for its ſucceſs, it will, I fear, 
be too much to wiſh, you would recommend 
it to an aſſembly, or two, of the leader, in 
parties of this nature, as a play, to be ated 
for the benefit of the houſe, not the author; 
who has no other intereſt, in their en- 
couraging its reception, but the diſtinction of 
having power to pleaſe, at a time, when Tra- 
gedy ſeems to have loſt all its influence. 


PERHAPS, this is too much for the Play; 
--T am ſure, it is too much for the author ; 
And, therefore, if you have any reaſon, 
(which you may have, and I not apprehend 
it) why this would, in the leaſt, be an im- 
proper ſtep for you to take, I ſhall, ſincerely 
be pleaſed, that you decline it. For I have 


better reaſons, than any, which concern my- 


ſelf, to be, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affectionate, 
And obedient Servant, 
A. HII. 


P. S. Ilong to hear when your Ethic piece 
is to be publiſhed. To 
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To the Counteſs of Suffolk. 


= 


Of. 30, 1731. 
M ADAM, „ 
R. Pops has defired me to ſend this 
Tragedy, in his name, to the Lady in 
the world, I ſhould moſt w2/þ to have it 
with, could any thing be found, in it, deſer- 
ving the diſtinction. 


IT cannot be without delight, that I put 
Athekwvold into a hand, for which he would 
have been proud to give up Elfrid's; if, in 
life, I could have given him my ſentiments, 
with the pa ha his death has lent 


me. 


1 nave no pretence to tax your conde- 
ſcention, with any concern for the ſucceſs of 
this Play, or I ſhould, moſt earneſtly, wiſh 
your vote in its favour; tho' J have no 
meaner intereſt, in its good, or ill fortune, 
than the ambition of ſome power to pleaſe. 


BuT, whatever reception it may meet 
with, from the public, it can never have 


| | been 
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been written in vain, fince Mr. Pope has 
partiality enough to believe, it will be agree- 


able to ſuch a taſte, as the Counteſs of Suf- 
folk's, whoſe ſervant I have the honour to be, 


With the utmoſt Obedience, 
And Devotion, 


A.H1iLrL. 


To Mr. Wilks. 
Nov. 4, 1731. 
S 1 

Was ſo juſtly charmed with the grace, 
and ſpirit of your action, the other night 
at the Proveked Huſband, that I left the box, 
convinced, beyond all queſtion, there is no- 
thing in Achelroold, that can break in upon 

a vigour, ſo delightfully exiſting. 


Lr me, therefore, before I cal? the 
parts, on Monday, or Tu:ſday next, aſſure 
you, there are unexceptionable judges, ſo 
far of my opinion, that it has, for ſome days 
paſt, been in my fover to ſee my delire c- 
forced, from a hand, you could not refuſe it 
to. But I would not hear of ſuch a ſtep; 
De PR os becaulc, 


— — —— — 
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becauſe, where your health is concerned, I 


would never forgive myſelf the ſmalleſt 


likelihood of impairing it. 


YET, I cannot help wiſhing, I had fo 
much influence with Mr. Wks, as to owe a 
change in his purpoſe, to his own deſire of 
obliging me, which the reſpe& I have for 
him, allows me not to obtain, from any ail. 
but his 0WwN, 


WovuLD I could, before Monday, receive 
the agreeable news, that you conſent to 


charm the town, in a part, which I will 


ſtake my c/edit on the great and unexpected 


ſucceſs of, in your hands; and which, both 


nature and art have ſo marked you to be- 
come, and to ſhine in, 


Bur, if I am abſolutely denied this re- 
peated ſollicitation, let me forwarn you, not 
to be ſurprized, if I caſt it not to your ex- 


pectation. 


I AGR E with you, that Mr. Mills would 
do it well. — Mr. Mills is a great favourite of 
mine; and it muſt be a diſadvantage, I can- 
not think of, to caſt Eagar into any hands 
but his, That is a part, equal to Athelwold s, 
but 
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but of a different turn, and requires ſuch a 
gracefulneſs of figure, as his, together with 
that fullneſs, elevation, and articulate clear- 
neſs of voice, which he is ſo able to furniſh 
it with. 


Tux character of Edgar is hot, fiery, im- 
patient, diſdainful, open, and imperious. — 
And the voice, to repreſent theſe paſſions, 
ſhould be raiſed, ſtrong, ardent, and trium- 
phant.— Whereas, in Albelavold, whoſe cha- 
racter is, tenderneſs, with ſpirit ; and diſtreſs, 
with magnanimity ; who is ſoft, airy, amo- 
rous, and afflicted; there is required a voice, 
rather touching, than full; rather pliant, 
than lofty : — It ſhould be piercing, yet 
plaintive; impreſſive, yet broken; and 
flexible, tho' ſtriking — ſpirited, at once, 
and mournful. — It ſhould riſe and fall, like 
his paſſions ; and rather lift, and depreſs the 
heart, than fil! the ear, with its exactneſs. 


Ir (in caſe you perſiſt to refuſe the part) 
it ſhould be poſſible to find ſome perſon, in 
the houſe, of fgure any way talerable, with 
a voice, that has not yet been exerted, to the 

natural extent of its capacity, — the contra/? 
will be very Aribing, between the majeſtic 
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energy and roundneſs in Mr. Mills, and the 
broken, yet emphatical variety, in the ſwells 
and finkings of the other. — This will be 
difficult, I know ; but, I believe, not unat- 
tainable ; though it would charm me, would 


you be ſo good, as to ſpare n me the pains of 
ſeeking it. 


I nopx, I am not to interpret your ſilence, 
on my ſketches of the Saxon habits, as a 
mark of difinclination to dreſs the Play. 
— I cannot, for the reaſon in my laſt, en- 
tertain any thoughts of ſeeing it dreſſed in 
the modern manner; and, if you appre- 
hend the habits, I propoſe, to want beauty, 
it ariſes from my not having rightly expreſ- 
ſed them, in thoſe papers. 


I ovGnT not to have preſſed you, again, 
on this ſubject, of your acting Atbelwold; 
but, every time, I ſee you, I am furniſhed 
with new reluctance to its being done by any 
body elſe. — The motive ſhould, therefore, 
be an excuſe for the trouble, from, 

Sir, 
Your moſt Obedient, 
And 258 humble Servant, 


A. Hits. 
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To Lord TYRCONNEL. 
5 Nov. 22, 1731. 
M LokRp, 
HILE I was recollecting an un- 
paid acknowledgment, due, from 
the time of your Lordſhip's journey to Bel- 
ton, J am out of countenance, to perceive, by 
Mr. Savage, how much further, you are 
in bringing me in debt, to your goodneſs. 


Your Lordſhip's inclination, to hear the 
Tragedy of Athelwold, muſt be the effect of 
a kind opinion, which, I wiſh, it may be 
thought to deſerve. — But your engaging ſo 
conſiderable an aſſembly to be preſent, ought 
to make me afraid, leſt the countenance you 
would give my Play, involves your judg- 


ment, in a cenſure, that ought to reach but 


your generoſity. 


I wiLL venture, however, to ſubmit it to 
your Lordſhip's candor ; fince honeſt ſenti- 
ments, I know, have a kind of claim to your 
approbation, never, willingly refuſed, but to 
the ungrateful, or the deſigning; among 
whom will hardly be found hig name, who 
has the honour to profeſs himſelf, 

My Lord, Yours, &c. 


A. HILI. 
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To Mr. DopiNnGToON. 
Dec. 16, 1731. 
SIR, 


OU would wonder, if I mould tell 
you, that this Tragedy pretends a title 


to your favour. 


IT is hat title, whereby a ranger, when 
ill uſed, among Foreigners, claims the ſafe- 
guard of his countrymen's houſes. 


You are, too eminently, a poet, not to 
ſcorn the deciſions of prejudice, or partia- 
lity; and it is my ſatisfaction, that ſhould 
this Play be worth any thing, it would lie 
ſafe, in ſuch cloſets as yours, | 
« Till party rage ſhall droop, thro' length 

of days, 
« And calumny be ripen'd into praiſe.” 


1 am, Str, 
F Dur moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 
A. HILL, 


OnIG1NAL LETTERS. 155 


To ARTHUR OxsLOw, Ey; 


Dec. 105 1731. 
STIR, 
SHALL juſtly, be proved, if you ali 


ſome little corner in your library, to this 
Tragedy, which you had condeſcenſion to 
hear read, at lord TyrconnePs, 


Ix the ſhort opportunity I had, that even- 
ing, to hear your reaſons, for eſteeming Mr. 
Pope, from the generoſity of ſome of his 

writings, it was eaſy to diſcern, that you 
ſpoke, from a heart, by nature, an enemy 
to diſguiſe, and noble enough to conſider an 
elevated openneſs in the ſentiments, as the 


ſoul that lights up poetry. 


1 
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IT requires but little penetration, to- 
know, that he, who 7s touched ſo warmly, 
by the generous thoughts of another, muſt, . 
himſelf, be a generous thinker, I had, be- 
fore, drawn this concluſion, with reſpect to 
yourſelf, from the voice of a people; but that 
way of j udging has been, ſometimes, a 2vr07g 
one. The other, never. 


I pRo- 
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I pRoPosED, when I began this letter, 
to hint a complaint, of that want of curioſity 
which kept the town from inclining 
while this tragedy was acting, to ſee whe- 
ther it was a good, or a bad one. But be- 
ſides that you have too much judgment, to 
overlook faults, where they are, and too 
much humanity, to look for them, where 
they are not, it were a vanity, into which 
all the partiality of an author cannot betray 


me, to ſay any thing of myſelf, after having 


ſo much better furniſhed my memory, with 
a recollection of your ſentiments. I am, 
with great reſpect, 


Sir, 
Your moft humble, 
And moſt obedient Servant, 
A. HILL. 


To 
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To Sir PAUL METHUEN. 


Dec. 16, 731. 
IX, 


A privately as I hold the poſſeſſion of 


with the merit of diſtinguiſhed characters, 
not to know, that an apology for appeals to 


your candor, would be an injuſtice to your 


generolity. 


I, THEREFORE, beg you will do me the 
honour to convince yourſelf, in a private 
peruſal of this tragedy, whether it has not 
ſome little hardſhip to complain of, in the 
coldneſs of its public reception. 


Bur, if, in the opinion of one ſingle 8 
who thinks ſo nobly as you do, it has met 
with more neglect, than it ought to have 
expected, I can conſider that neglect, as a 
compliment, from ten thouſand, = have 
the goodneſs to be kinder to Harlequin, and 
the rope-dancers,--- Give me leave to N 


feſs myſelf, 
| Sir, 


Dur moſt obedi ent Servant, 


A. HiLL. 


my own life, Lam too well acquainted 
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To Lord TyRCON NI. 
Dec. 16, 1731. 
My Lokp, 


vxxx troubleſome cold, got, at the re- 
hearſal of this tragedy, has prevented 
me, too long, from bringing my thanks to 
your Lordſhip, for the honour of your viſit, 
and for that elegant obligation, I am under, 
to your generolity, in favour of Athekvold. 


As to popular opinion, it is too light and 
cheap a diſtinction, to give pleaſure or pain, 
to the writer of any thing that deſerves to 
be called Tragedy— And, I aſſure your 
Lordſhip, I had rather it ſhould move the 
heart of one good man, than the hands of a 
thouſand ; and, if any thing can be ſincerer, 
than my contempt of its public reception, it 
is the concern I ſhall feel, ſhould it want 
power to touch your Lordſhip, when you 
allow it a private reading, 1 am, 


My Lord, | 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obliged, 
And obedient bumble Servant, 


A. HiLz. 
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To Mr. pop E. 


Dec. 17, 1731. 

DAR SIR, 
1 Oucur, ſooner, to have thanked you, 
for the pleaſure you have given me, by 
that excellent letter to Lord Burlington, 


If the title had been Of Falſe Tafte, would 
it not have been properer ? 


Wr have Poets, whom heaven vi/its with 


a Zafte, as well as planters and builders. — 


What other inducement could provoke 
ſome of them, to miſtake your epiſtolary 
relaxation of numbers, for an involuntary 
defect in your verſification? 


Wx have printers, too, of better fate than 
morals, who [ike you ſo well, that they can- 
not endure, you ſhould be made a mono- 
poly. — The hawker's wind is upon you, al- 
ready; and your laſt incenſe, to the muſes, 
is blown about the ſtreets, in thinner, and 
leſs fragrant expanſions. — The pictures of 
your mind, like thoſe of other great men's 
perſons, are to be multiplied and extended, 
that we may haye you at whole length, and 


in miniature. 


ISENI 
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I sxND you a piece, that is ſafe enough, 
from this danger: — Athelwold will have no- 


thing to fear, from the pirates: ] believe, 1 
need not inform you, how it dragg'd itſelf 
along, for two lean nights, after the firſt; 
as lame, and as wounded as the ſnake, in 
your poem — but, not half ſo delightfully. 


IT would be affectation, not modeſty, to 
deny, that I am nettled at the monſtrous re- 
ception which the town has given this Tra- 
oedy. — But, I find, there is a two-fold obli- 
gation, upon a tragic writer, if he would 
engage attention at our theatres. — He muſt 
make Audiences, as well as Plays. —He muſt 
become the ſolicitor of his own commenda- 
tion. — That is, in other words, if he defires 
to be known, he muſt deſerve to be forgotten. 


BATING the reverence, due to faſhion, — 
this is putting the Poet upon the foot of the 
Prize-fighter. — He muſt not only ſubmit 
himſelf to be wounded, for the public Diver- 
fron, but muſt alſo march about, with his 
drum, from one end of the town to the 
other, to ſtir up fools curigſity, and Grew to- 
gether the company. 


| Isnovip 
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I sHoULD feel the livelieſt indignation, 
upon ſuch an occaſion, as this, in the cauſe 
of another : But, as the caſe is my own, I 
think, — and ſmile, — and am ſatisfied, — I 
had rather be neg/eFed, to my mortification, 
than become popular, to my infamy. 


I is poſſible, after all, that ſome perſons 
of rank, and diſtinction to beſpeak Plays, and 
compel audiences, may be kind enough to 
Athelwold, to introduce him, now and then, 
into civiler company, for the ſake of the 
Players. — It were a downright ſhame, if 
theſe good People, who gave the Tragedy 
al: its merit, of fine dreſſing and ſceneing, 
ſhould be ſuffered to loſe their money, while 
the good for nothing author, who was 
guilty of the dull part of the entertainment, 
has loſt nothing, . but his labour. — But 
enough of this ſubject. 


I Hort the good lady, whoſe illneſs haſt- 
ened you home, found a recovery, in your 
return. — Vo can blame her for miſſing 
you, in a world, ſo few are like you — Be- 
lieve me, with much acknowledgment and 
eſteem, Dear Sir, 

Your faithful and obedient Servant, 
Vol. I. —— A. HII I. 


* 
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From Mr. Pop, to AARON HILL, Eſq; 


Twickenham, Dec. 22, 1731. 
| DEAR SIR, 
1 THANK you for your Tragedy, which 


I have now read over a fixth time, 
and of which I not only preſerve, but in- 
creaſe my eſteem. You have been kind to 
this age, in not telling the next, in your 
preface, the ill taſte of the town, of which 
the reception you deſcribe it to have given 


of your Play (worſe, indeed, than I had 


heard, or could have imagin'd), is a more 


flagrant inſtance than any of thoſe trifles 
mention'd in my epiſtle ; which yet, I hear, 
the ſore vanity of our pretenders to taſte 
flinches at extremely — The title you men- 
tion had been a properer to that epiſtle — I 
have heard no criticiſms about it, nor do I 
liſten after em; Nos hec novimus effe nibil 
(I mean, I think the verſes to be ſo): But 
as you are a man of tender ſentiments of 
honour, I know it will grieve you to hear 


another undeſervedly charg'd with a crime 


his heart is free from: For, if there be 
truth in the world, I declare to you, I ne- 
ver imagin'd the leaſt application of what 


I faid 


* 
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1 faid of Timon could be made to the D. 
of Ch—s, than whom there is ſcarce a more 
blameleſs, worthy and generous, beneficent 
character, among all our nobility: And if 
I have not loſt my ſenſes, the town has 
loſt em, by what I heard fo late, as but 
two days ago, of the uproar on this head. 
I am certain, if you calmly read every par- 
ticular of that deſcription, you'll find al- 
molt all of em point. blank the reverſe of 
that perſon's Villa. It's an aukward thing 
for a man to print, in defence of his own 
work, againſt a chimera: You know not 
who, or what, you fight, againſt : The ob- 
jections ſtart up in a new ſhape, like the 
armies and phantoms of magicians, and no 
weapon can cut a miſt, or a ſhadow. Yet 
it would have been a pleaſure to me, to 
have found ſome friend ſaying a word in 
my juſtification, againſt a moſt malicious 
falſhood. I ſpeak of ſach, as have known 
by their own experience, theſe twenty 
years, that I always took up their defence, 
| when any ſtream of calumny ran upon 
'em. If it gives the duke one moment's 
uneaſineſs, I ſhould think myſelf ill paid, 
if the whole earth admir'd the poetry ; 
and believe me, would rather never have 
written a verſe in my life, than that any one 

M 2 | of 


164 ORIGINAL LETTER'S 

of em ſhould trouble a truly good man. It 
was once my caſe before, but happily re- 
concil'd ; and among generous minds no- 


thing ſo endears friends, as the having of- 
fended one another. 


I LAMENT the malice of the age, that ſtu- 
dies to ſee its own likeneſs in every thing; 
I lament the dullneſs of it, that cannot ſee 

an excellence: The firſt is my unhappineſs, 


the ſecond yours. I look upon the fate 


of your piece, like that of a great treaſure, 


which is bury'd as foon as brought to light ; 


but it is ſure to be dug up the next age, 
and enrich poſterity, 


I Have been very ſenſible, on theſe two 
occaſions, to feel them (as I have done) at 
a time, when I daily fear'd the loſs of 
(what ie, and ought to be dearer to me than 
any reputation, but that of a friend, or than 
any thing of my own, except my morals) the 
loſs of a moſt tender parent — She 1s alive, 
and that is all! I have perceiv'd my heart in 
this, and you may believe me ſincerely, 


Dear Sir, 
Nur faithful and 
real y alfectionate Servant, 


A. PoPE, 


4 py 
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To Mr. POP E. 


100 e 
OUR letter, dear Sir, which I have 
1 this moment receiv'd, occaſions me a 
double pain. The fear, which yours ends 
with, ought to give a beginning to mine 
becauſe I am, too fincerely, your Friend, not 
to feel myſelf, firſt mov'd, by what con- 
cerns you, moſt nearly. I hope, however, 


your /oy, for that good lady's recovery, will 


be the next of your Paſſions, that will be 


touched, upon this occaſion. 


CoNCERNING your Epiſtle, it is no won- 
der, that the malice of a little herd of cen- 
ſurers, whom your vit has made your ene- 
mies, would awaken a reſentment, of more 
conſequence, than their own. They are 
glad to miſtake, if they can make chers miſ- 


take you : or, perhaps, they do not miſun- 
derſtand you, rhemſelves, but are conſcious, 


they muſt ſeem to believe, what they would 


fix on the belief of others. 


I am doubtful, which of theſe is the 
caſe, becauſe, I confeſs, at the firſt, and 
yy ſecond 


166 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


ſecond reading, I was, myſelf, miſtaken in 
your purpoſe ; and fell into the general con- 
ſtruction, that has been put upon the cha- 
racter of Timon ; but upon a more delibe- 
rate examination of the particulars, diſcern'd 
thoſe diſagreeing circumſtances, which have 
been remark'd, for your juſtification, with 
very good ſacceſs, in yeſterday's Daily 
Journal, and the Daily Poſt-boy of Wedneſ- 


day, by a hand, moſt able to do you OT 


 TnarT ale abſence of caution, 
which is a mark, by which one may be ſure, 
a purpoſe was either angry or generous, has 
prevented you from examining your piece, 
before it was publiſh'd, with the ſharpneſs 
of an eye, that is watchful of occaſion to 


ander; or, you would have foreſeen, that 
the unlucky name of Timon, would be ap- 


plied, as it has ſince been, from a preſent 
reverſe, (as 1s reported) to the ſplendor of 


that great man's fortune. This circumſtance 


has not only help'd on the miſtake, but 
given it malignance, from a kind of pity, 
which ſome, who hated his good fortune, 
from the good uſes he made of it, affect 
now, to feel for his diſappointments, 


Twa 
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Two or three other /ienefſes concurr'd 
in the character; ſuch as the hundred foot- 
fleps; the exact number of his domeſticks, 
for ſome years, at Canons. And the pomp 
of the chapel, and its muſick ; for, whether 
11ggiſh, or ſolemn, never ſtruck the inquiry 
of a thouſand, who remembered the Duke's 
magnificence, chiefly by that circumſtance. 
And as to the many un- reſembling particu- 
lars; they are drown'd, like the miſtaken 
predictions, of eleven months, in an Alma- 
nack, where 'the events of the twelfth, 
come by chance, to be accompliſh'd. 


IAM of opinion, that the Duke himſelf 
can never be among the miſtakers. It 1s 
with 7a/te, as it is with genius; a man, who 
feels he has either, will never too lightly 


believe it is queſtioned, by another, whom he 
, knows to poſſeſs it. 


Bur, that it is a rule with me, to confi- 
der the letters, I receive from my fr:ends, 
as their own property, fill, tho' truſted 
to my poſſeſſion, I could more effeQually, 
convince him, how he ought to think, by 
letting him ſee, how you think, on this ſub- 
Ject, in an eaſy, undeſigning, natural indig- 

M 4 nation, 


168 ORIGINAL LETTER s. 


nation, expreſs'd in a private letter, than by 
all the moſt labour'd endeavours, of your- 
ſelf, or your friends in publich, 


IT cannot be difficult, to diſpoſſeſs the 
town of a notion, whoſe credit will gradu- 
ally die away, in proportion to the daily 
diſcovery, that is made of the malicious in- 
duſtry, with which it was propagated : And 
I dare aſſert, that your friends are too many, 
and too ſanguine, to let a ſlander be /ong- 
liv'd, that is levell'd againſt your gratitude ; - 
T uſe this word by an authority, which I 
borrow from your own generoſity, in the 
preface to your tranſlation of the Liad. I 
am ſo pleas'd, to converſe with you, any 
way, that I forgot, I have ſcarce room to 
declare myſelf, 9 8 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt faithfully 
 Aﬀetionate Servant, 


& 


A. HILL. 
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| 


Jan. 4, 1732. 
SIR, 
F in obedience to your commands, I have 

done injuſtice to your meaning, your con- 
deſcenſion muſt take part in the cenſure, 
who ought to have remembered, in right of 
your own fine manner of thinking, that 
great ſentiments, like great beauties, are 
ſeen, moſt to their advantage, when leaſt 
cover'd with ornament. 


I wouLD wiſh you the diſtinction, which 
is due to your merit, if that wiſh were not, 
in ſome meaſure, a diſtruſt of theſe great 
qualities, you have given your great man, 
and for which (to maintain- his claim) I 
hope, he will give you an equivalent, 
Tas | * 

Sir, 


Your moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble Servant, 


A. Hitz. 
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Jan. $, 197324. 

STR, 
1 THANK you, for your two letters, 
and am very glad to hear, that Mr. Booth 
is ſo much better; tho' I have no intereſt 
in the fage, I know, and love, its influence, 
too well, to bear without terror the leaſt 
apprehenſion of its being forſaken, by ſuch - 
a prop, of its nobleſt corner, 


I wiLL be ſure to write for you ſuch a 
farce, as Mr. Booth deſcrib'd: I will ſet 
about it, the firſt leiſure hour, and you ſhall 
have it in a few days: I had a thought, 


that came into my head, laſt night, that will 


take into the compaſs of an act, the dif- 
ferent humour and ſtrength, of Harlequin, 
Mr. Stoppelear, Miſs Raftor, Mr. Griffin, and 
Mr. Harper: And, to fay truth, one great 
cauſe of want of ſucceſs is, that things are 
not, from time to time, prepar'd on pur- 
pole to give occaſion, to ſet to ſhow, the va- 
714045 talents in the company. 


Hee, it naturally comes into my mind, 
what you write of Mr. C:bber, junior, — that 
he ſeem'd more pleas'd with your Tragedy, 

ODE = 
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in general, than with the particular part of 
Gonſalvo. Perhaps, this might be ſo, at his 
firſt hearing it read — But I know his un- 


derſtanding, too well, to ſuppoſe it poſſible, 
he will continue in that opinion, when he 


comes, himſelf, to read, and conſider the 


character: I am, abſolutely, in Mr. Booth's 
ſentiment, that Gonſalvo's is the beſt part, 
in the Play: At leaſt, T am fare, it will ap- 
pear the moſt glaring, in action; for the ſpi- 
rit, and turn of it is, of a new caſt, in Tra- 
gedy, and will, infallibly, in Mr. Cibber's 
hands, be the favourite character. To ſay 
the truth, tho' He could act well, either Gon- 
ſalvo or Bellario, nobody bur he, can do ju- 
ſtice to Gonſalvo. In any other hand, the 
peculiar mixture of humour, and levity, 
with high greatneſs, and dignity, would be 
| ſunk into buffoonery, or over- ſwell'd into de- 

clamation. Pray, when you ſee him, give 

my ſervice to him, and tell him, I make it 
my requeſt, that he will accept zhat part, 
in your Tragedy. | 


To return again, to the farce — I obſerve 
one thing, in your letter, which I think quite 
wrong — and that is the not adding it to the 
Play, till the fourth night. By this, you ex- 
pole the ſecond to the danger of being a thin 

: one; 
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one; in which caſe, the farce will ſeem tack'd 
to it afterwards, as I have ſeen a team to a 
ſet of coach-horſes, to give em ſtrength 
to get out of the mire; whereas all ſucceſs 
is ſecur'd, by ſaying in the bills for the very 
firſt night, © To which will be added, &c. 
A new Farce; by the ſame author, never 
acted before, by way of ep:/ogue to the Tra- 
gedy.” I deſign to call it, the Maggot, from 
which you may venture to propheſy, it 
will not, at leaſt, be du, tho'it ſhould hap- 
pen to be . 


I am ſorry Mr. Weaver's Pantomime is a 
ſerious one. Beſides, there muſt, I fear, 
be a viſible impropriety, from the choice of 
the ſtory. People will expect to ſee 
the Goddeſſes naked, for, ſo, Paris ſaw 
them; and the name of the Pantomime 
ought to be, a PiG in a Poke, if he pretends 
to judge of their ſhapes, thro' their fays, 
and their petticoats, 


BEFORE I cloſe my letter, what do you 
intend to do with the part of Belfort. I 
ſuppoſe you intend to give it to Mr Milli; 
I know, he will be very well receiv'd by 
the town; but there is a diſtreſs, a heart- 
rending tenderneſs—a weight, and a fome- 
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thing to be felt which Mr Mills will no 
farther enter into, than a S7az/ into a pave- 
ment, He will throw it off, with a good 
intelligible roundneſs of voice. But, as 
Belfort ſays many things, which you did 
not intend ſhould die on the ear, I could 
wiſh an impreſſion like that of an engraver 
on copper; whereas that of ſome attors is, 
like ſtrokes, which we draw in water — 
they are no ſooner made than forgotten. 


Wuar, if Mr. Cibber ſenior, would take 
upon him this part? as the walk would 
be new to him it would be an encreaſe to 
his reputation ; for I am confident, he could 
touch it in a ſtrong, and natural perfection, 
and there will be no ſtrain upon his voice, 
becauſe tho' the paſſions are active, they 
are all of the ſuffering ſpecies. Try him, 
I am perſuaded, it will be of great ſervice to 
your Play, and to the company. I am, 


Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 


Humble Servant, | 


A. HBILL, 
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To Mr. HANDEL. 


Dec. 5, 1732. 
S I X, | 
OuguT ſooner, to have return'd you 
my hearty thanks, for the filver ticket, 
which has carried the obligation farther, 
than to myſelf; for my daughters are 
both ſuch lovers of muſick, that it is hard 
to ſay, which of them is moſt capable of 
being charm'd by the compoſitions of Mr, 
Handel. 


Having this occaſion of troubling you 
with a letter, I cannot forbear to tell you 
the earneſtneſs of my wiſhes, that, as you 
have made ſuch conſiderable ſteps towards 
it, already, you would let us owe to your in- 
imitable genius, the eſtabliſhment of mu/ick 
upon a foundation of good poetry; where 

the excellence of the ſound ſhould be no 


longer diſhonour'd, by the poorneſs of the 
ſenſe it is chain'd to. 


Mx meaning is, that you would be reſo- 
lute enough, to deliver us from our Talian 
bondage; and demonſtrate, that Engliſb is 
ſoft enough for Opera, when compos'd by 

f poets, 
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poets, who know how to diſtinguiſh the 
| ſweetneſs of our tongue, from the ſtrength of 


it, where the laſt is leſs neceſſary. 


JAM of opinion, that male and female 
voices may be found in this kingdom, ca- 
pable of every thing, that is requiſite; and 
I am ſure, a ſpecies of dramatic Opera 
might be invented, that, by reconciling rea- 
fon and dignity, with mufick and fine ma- 
chinery, would charm the ear, and hold 


faſt the heart, together. 


Suck an improvement muſt, at once, be 
laſting, and profitable, to a very great de- 


gree; and would, infallibly, attract an uni- 


verſal regard and encouragement. 


I am fo much a ſtranger to the nature 
of your preſent engagements, that, if what 
I have ſaid, ſhould not happen to be fo 
practicable, as I conceive it, you will have 
the goodneſs to impute it only to the zeal, 
with which I wiſh you at the head of a 
deſign, as ſolid, and unperiſhable, as your 
muſick and memory. I am, 

Sir, 
Your moſt obliged, 
And moſt humble Servant, 
Hr. 


4 
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To Mr. BooTn. 


Dec. 28, 1732. 
SIX, 


HE weight, which your recommen- 
dation muſt ever carry with it, de- 
termin'd me to do, what you deſir'd for 
Mr. Y— with a diſpatch, and a care, 
which have made him early enough for 
the flower of the ſeaſon, and I hope ſtrong 
enough to be of ſervice to the company ; 
whoſe preſent condition, by a concurrence 
of ill accidents, is in the common voice of 
the town, declar'd hopeleſs. 


IT is the ſevereſt of their misfortunes, 
that you are, yet, incapable of giving a new 
turn to the town's opinion. Troy would 
fall, did Achilles once determine to quit his 

Tent. Will you pardon the effect of a 
zeal for your intereſt, if 1 alk you, whe- 
ther it could be of any ill conſequence to 
yourſelf, to appear in ſuch a Prologue, as 
is fit, at ſuch a time, for ſuch a ſpeaker ? 
Among a number of advantages, which 
might attend it, methinks, the followin S are 

obvious. . 


TEE 
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f Tux Town would be oblig'd, to an inex- 
* preſſible degree: The contempt, they begin 
| to entertain of the company'sſuppos'd weak- 
neſs, (for they deſpair of your ever appear- 
ing again,) would be chang'd into a gene- 
ral partiality and benevolence. The Boxes 
would, nightly, be full, before ſix o'clock 
for fear of not coming, in time, to ſee and 
hear Mr. Booth. So, attention is ſecur'd 
to the firſt a& of the Play, and, in all like- 
lihood, a long run to the Tragedy. 


OT OD 


Ir this ſhould be ſo, it were the eaſieſt 
thing in the world, to prepare, in that 
interval, little /gnificant interludes of fing- 
.ing, dancing, and harlequinades, conſiſting 
1 of as many Acts, as the Play's, and ſucceed- 
ing them (the Acts) regularly, in ſhort, 
apt ſallies, ſo as to give the ſame force 
to your olaz/? ſtock Plays (which the foren 
has as much, by heart, as the players) as 
if they were all, new, and good ones. 


I Wu ERICA Wh N v 
J SEE ol TO 
8c e IE oe ets e * 


I pox'r know whether I explain my- 
ſelf enough by the word, gnificant: But 
my meaning is, that theſe little things 

ſhould have ſp:r:# and purpoſe; and tho 
they might be got ready, as faſt, as they can 
Vol. J. N be 
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be wanted, or wiſh'd for, yet, they ſhould 


be ſo contriv'd, as to contain the whole (co- 
mic and mujical) ſirength of the company. 


I HEAR it, every where, complain'd of, 


that your light entertainments are deficient, 
in point of fancy: and, in truth, it is evident, 
that it is not, in theſe caſes, the expenſive 
magnificence of ſeenery that does the buſi- 
neſs; but a certain oddneſs, vivacity, and 
ſurprize, in the novelty of the contrivance. 


IAM running into a length, that I did not 
intend: my only purpoſe being to offer 


to your thoughts, the hint of your appear- 


ing in a Prologue; firſt, to awaken the 
town into new hope, that they may be pleaſ- 
ed again at Drury-lane ; and then continue, 
actually, to pleaſe them, by ſome ſuch new 
ſpirit, as I Have touch'd upon, in the turn 
of their entertainments. 


 ArTxx this, I have nothing to add, but 
that I nut always be, what I always have 


been, 

Sir, 

Nur. ſincereſt admirer, 
And maſs obedient Servant, 


2 ? A. Wis. 
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To Mr. Bootn 


Dec. 25, 1732. 
S IX, 
O U cannot imagine, what pleaſure it 
gives me, to ſee you diſpoſed to re- 
member the ſpirit of ſulphur, which I ſent 
you laſt year. I have a private, and a public 
regard for your health : The part I bear, in 
every good or ill, that concerns the man Iam 
charmed by; and the obligation I am un- 
der, to concur with the ſhes of a people. 


IT would give me pain, to be thought ca- 
pable of an unweigh'd advice, upon ſuch an 
important occaſion, But, it was evident, 
from what you told me, of your ſymptoms, 
and, from what I obſerved, when I looked 
on you, that, in order to ſtrike at the root, 
it muſt be neceſſary to temper and ſubdue 
a corroſive and acrimonious :/e; to the 
heat and exceſs whereof, I impute your fe- 
ver, and its conſequences. 


Ir, in order to preſerve health, the Bilious, 
and pancreatic juices, mult operate, with a 
kind of balance of their contrary qualities, 

N 2 in 
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in the act of digeſtion; the natural effect of 
a bile, too volatile, and exalted, muſt be an 
over- active ſtimulation, by which the ali- 
mentary ſubſtance will be hurried into the 


blood, before digeſtion is perfected; ren- 


dering it viſcid, and apt to ſtick, and bring 
on obſtructions. 


HENCEjaundices, and a long train of miſ- 
chiefs; to remove all which, by removing 
the cauſe, ſuch a generous acid, as ſpirit of 
ſulphur, conveys to the deficient fide, an ea- 
ſy and immediate aſſiſtance ; and, by invi- 
gorating the languor of the pancreatic, 
checks the acrimony of the b ilious juice; 
and fo, to talk with the faculty, the chyle be- 


comes /audable. 


Tuis prevents all increaſe of the diſtem- 
per; but, to diſlodge the clammy humours 
which have been thrown upon the veſſels 
already, I believe there is nothing ſo effec- 
| tual, or ſo pleaſant, as the uſe of ſome ſuch 
dilutent liquid, as the 1/{ingion waters, 
brought you freſh every morning. For 
that will temper the heat; hin and cool the 
blood; and, by promoting excretion of all 


kinds, ſoon, and "os diſcharge the ob- 
ſtruction. 
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As to the Play-houſe, which is ſick of a 
diſtemper, leſs dangerous than yours, its 
cure is alſo much more eaſy.—Tho' Tragedy 
is what ought to pleaſe moſt--it is too provo- 
king a truth, that it does not.--What have 
you therefore to do, but, with Ben Johnſon, 


Forbear, to give them wheat, 
Since they will acorns eat! 


i IT is eaſier, to invent fen taking Farces, 
= and Pantomimes, than plan the conduct of 
one good Tragedy; and, while the ſmalleſt 
= - pains will be moſt liberally paid for, why is 
' nn not the force of your company (much 
5 ſtrongeſt, on this weak fide) exerted to its 
fulleſt capacity? Vou have dancers, fing- 
ers, painters, comic actors, certainly ſuperior 
to your Rivals: but the defect is, your en- 
tertainments, of this kind, are not enough 
originals. 


Nu is addere pondus, ſhould be the motto 
to a pantomime theatre ;--I don't mean, 
that theſe light things ſhould carry dulneſs, 
inſtead of weight, by too grave, or too ſe- 
rious a caſt--yet there ought to be purpoſe 

N 3 and 
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| and point. It is impoſſible, that any man Xx 
; ſhould laugh, with leſs pleaſure, only be- ® 
| cauſe he has reaſen, as well as humour, for H 


laughing ; and were the tricks of Harlequin 
| connected into a thread, and the conſequen- 
ces of ſome ſtory and deſign, they might, 
undoubtedly, be more lively, more various, 
more extravagant, and ſurprizing; and, yet, 
give pleaſure without ſhame; both which 
we now receive, together. Every little fan- 
cy aftords occaſion, to join meaning with 
ſhow. The pretty ſcene of a hay-cart, in 


your country revels (which has little effect, * 
as it is) might have given room for changes, 17 
odd whims, and extravagancies, to have 4 
kept the houſe in a roar, for eight or ten 9 
minutes, together, at an expence of ten 1 


or fifteen pounds only. — The water-m:11, 
in one of your Pantomimes, is an inſtance, 
how much, little, unexpected oddneſſes, can 
divert our faſhionable audiences. 
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« In ſhort, were I concerned in your pa- 
tent, I ſhould think ſome ſuch ſcheme as 
the following, moſt likely to ſecure the 
town's partiality, in favour of that com- 
pany. 
ee e e, As 
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As for new Plays, I ſhould wiſh, unleſs 


they had a very diſtinguiſhing merit, never 


to bring on any : For, to what, but the fre- 


quency of vile ones, is it owing, that, in- 


ſtead of a raiſed expectation, people come 
maliciouſly bent, to a new Play, as depend- 
ing on the cuſtomary nonſenſe. Whereas, 


in a theatre, where nothing but what, at 


leaſt, deſerves to ſucceed, is admitted, it 


would ſoon become the mode, to expect 


pleaſure at a new Play; and the audiences 
would bring their good nature along with 
them, and leave their cat- calls behind them. 


THe appetite of the public, being too de- 
praved for plain meats, ſhould be humoured 
with ſeaſonings and ſpices : For which rea- 
ſon, inſtead of Tragedy, they ' ſhould have 
dramatic Opera; and, inſtead of Comedy, co- 
mic Opera, They ſhould, every year, have 
an entire new pantomime, or two, ſtrongly 
plan'd, and enliven'd with as much humour, 
and as wanton a vein of gaicty, machinery, 


and bu/ile, as poſſible ;--and the whole fo 


contrived, as to introduce aptly, (and not by 


head and ſhoulders) all the ſtrength of the 


company, as to ſinging, dancing, So. 1 in 
character. 


Ir 
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IF, in the intervals, between any two en- 
tertainments of this kind, there ſhould ariſe 
a necefſity to play a round of the old Trage- 
dies, or Comedies, on the ſtock, I ſhould 
think it neceſſary to re-inforce them, with 
auxiliary farces, and whimfical interludes, 
whereby to give them the influence of no- 
velty, and refreſh that ſatiety, which the 
town has ſo many years complained of. 


THERE are fifty old Plays, which have ne- 
ver been a&ed, in the memory of man; and 
which (as they are) could never deſerve to be 
revived ; which, yet, might in a very little 
time, receive additions and alterations, to fit 
them for bringing on, either as dramatic, or 
as COmic operas ; and give them a probability 
of running into applauſe, and doing infinite 
ſervice to the company. | 


Nay, even a humorous ſong, of ſome 
length, and in character, made and compo- 
ſed to the taſte current, for Mrs. Raftor and 
Stoppelear, might ſometimes have, in a man- 
ner, the effect of an intire entertainment. 


Bur why am I teaching Hannibal the art 
of war ? --only becauſe it 1s uſual to lay a- 


fide 
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ſide all reſerve, when in company with 
thoſe, whoſe intereſts we wiſh well to; and 
while I am wwr7ting to Mr, Booth, I am talk- 
ing to him: It is, therefore, the % 2 von- 
der, if I know not when to leave off.--I de- 
ſigned to have writ, this morning, but have 
been prevented by company all day, and it 
is now too late, A ſend you the letter, 'till 
to-morrow. I will with you a good-night, 
though I am not within hearing; but I am 
always your moſt conſtant admirer, and 


Your moſt bumble Servant. 
A.HiLr., 


To Mr. Popx. 


| Jan. 16, 1733, 
SIR, ä 


THANK you, with a double pleaſure, for 
the preſent of your Epiſtle, Of the uſe of 
riches; becauſe it brought me a proof, that 


you have good-nature enough, to remem- 
ber one, who muſt have ſeemed not to have 


deſerved the diſtinction. But my reaſon for 
not acknowledging, ſooner, the due ſenſe I 
have of many other fayours, you have been 
ſo obliging, as to intend me, is, from an oc- 

caſion, 
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caſion, I have in view, of doing it very 
ſhortly. 


I am ſorry, The man of Roſs, who is, ſo 
beautifully, your theme, is not, like the 
Thames to Sir Jobn Denham, your example 
alſo.--You will ſtart, I make no doubt, at an 
accuſation you are ſo unconſcious of deſer- 
ving.— Vet, we know ourſelves too little! 
and J muſt, in ſpite of my friendſhip, join 
the world, in its cenſure of this manifeſt de- 
fect in your conduct, who can ſuppoſe it 
ſufficient, to ſhake over us, now and then, 
2a thin ſprinkling, from ſtores ſo inex- 
hauſtibly rich and deſirable ! 


I wisH you an increaſe of happineſs, and 
of health, in this, and every new year; and 


am, 
Sir, 
Nur moſt faithful, 
And obedient Servant, 


A. Hir. 


-To 
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To Mr. Pork. 


May 16, 1733. 
DEAR SIR, 

Can aſſure you, with great truth and 

pleaſure, that I never paſs a day with- 
out thinking of you: And, but for this, 
J ſhould be aſhamed to remember, how 
long it is ſince I ought to have thanked 
you, for an imitation not to be imitated. I 
muſt own, there is a ſpirit, in the honeſt vi- 
vacity of that piece, that charmed me to 
the ſoul. In your other writings, I am 
pleaſed by the poet; I am, here, in love 


with the ma: 


I was, lately, looking among my papers, 
and met with the copy of ſome lines, I ſent 
you, five or fix years ago, from Newcaftle, 
in one of my journeys to Scotland. —lIt was 
looſely, and negligently dreſſed; and, de- 
ſigning to let it be ſeen in the world, I have 
bruſhed off the duſt of the road, and, I 


wiſh I could fay, made it fit for your re- 
ception. 


* | 
I a converſation, a year or two ſince, 
concerning the affairs of the ſtage, you told 


me, 
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me, that there was a patent, in the hands of 
one of the Davenants, of which no uſe was 
made, and which you ſeem'd to think it 
eaſy to procure an aſſignment of. 


METHINKs, this muſt have been the 
Killygrew patent; for that, which was grant- 
ed to Sir William Davenant, is the patent, 
under which Mr. Rich now acts. 


I snoULD be very much obliged to you, 


for an information, of what you know, con- 
cerning this patent ; you ſhall ſhortly have 


my reaſon for this curioſity in, 1 
Dear Sir, Yours, &c. 
A. HILL. 


To Mr. HiGuMoRE. 
July 5, 1733. 
SIR, | 

HE late revolt of your mercenaries, 
would, like all other Factions, have 

been inflamed, by too violent meaſures; and 

encouraged, by apprehenſions, too manifeſt : 

— You have fleered, like an able pilot, be- 
tween both theſe extreams and the ſeaſon, 
allowing 
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allowing them a due time for reflection, 


will reduce — I hope, to their old 


ſituation. 


In the interim, fince this accident has 
made you ſo buſy, that I might not, perhaps, 
ſo ſoon as I wiſh, enjoy the pleaſure of 
your converſation, I ſhall write you my ſen- 
timents, and leave them to your judgment. 


I pon'T know, whether one ought to be 


moſt diverted, or amazed, at that extraor- 


dinary conceit of the Players — That the 


age has been fo highly improved, fince the Pa- 


tent fell under their management. 


I consIDER no action of Sir Richard 
Steel's, with ſo little regard for his memory, 
as that lazy delegation, ſince he procured his 
authority upon pretences, directly oppoſite 
to the uſe he made of it, in an aſſignment, 
ſo unworthy, the parade of his application. 
— To me, it ſeems an inſult upon the com- 
mon ſenſe of mankind, to ſuffer theſe Peo- 
ple to boaſt of their capacity for managing a 


Theatre, while they are giving proofs to the 


public, every night they appear, that they 


neither know bow. to Judge, or act, or Jpeak, 


with 
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with ſo much as tolerable propri h or the leg 


grace of decorum. 


gr: 


Ix, to have ſurfeited the town, with a 
choaking ſucceſſion of abſurdities; — if, to 
have dreſſed, inſtead of redreſſed, Mr. 
and his ſtring of comedies; — if, to conſider 
the new pieces, which are offered them, in 
no other light, than whether their authors 
will make intereſt to ſupport them; — if, to 
revive ſo few old ones, that, like the French 
at an opera, our audiences are able to bear 
part with the actors; and, finally, if not to 
have found, made, or left, one promiſing 
genius for the ſtage, to ſucceed to the fame of 
ſuch notable inſtructors: — If theſe are the 
marks of a capacity, for directing a Theatre, 
then, the Players have a title, that can ne- 
ver be queſtioned. _ 


Bur, I think, there is no diſpute, out of 
the neighbourhood of Covent-Garden, whe- 
ther the /age ought to be in the hands of 
thoſe, who call themſelves actors; or of 
men, who are able to teach them, how, in- 
deed, to become actors. — In the firſt caſe, 
the partiality of human weakneſs, and va- 
nity, muſt, and will ruin a company. In 


the 
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the ſecond, ſuppoſing the requiſite applica- 


tion, there can be no other objection. 


Ir is needleſs to remark, to you, what 
an advantage it would be, to ſettle a ſcheme 
of your campaign, now your forces are at 
peace, in their guarters. But I would offer 
to your examination, how far the profits of 
the patent might be increaſed, from a more 
vigorous proceeding, than has been cuſto- 


mary, for about three months, before 
Chriſtmas. 


THAT firſt part of the ſeaſon, being, na- 
turally, the weakeſt, ſhould, methinks, have 


the /ironge/? ſupport. I wonder, therefore, 
how the faſhion came up, to get ready no 


neo entertainments, till about the beginning 
of January. The town is full enough, and 
cool enough, before that time of the year, 
to give all the encouragement that can be 
withed, were there novelty enough in the 
plays, then, brought on, and merit enough, in 
the acling of them, to attract and reward 
curioſity. It were ſuperfluous, to add one 
inference, which muſt neceſſarily be drawn, 
as to what might be expected, in the heart 
of the ſeaſon, when your very open ſhall 
have given ſo unuſual a taſte to the public. 


IT 
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Ir is true, it would be difficult to procure 
any ſtock of promiſing pieces, ſince authors 
do not chuſe to have them brought on, in 
that early ſeaſon, becauſe, 'till their friends 
are all in town, their benefifs may be liable 
to ſuffer ; But, in this caſe, I could recom- 


mend an exped:ent, having ſeveral fine old 


Plays, properly altered, together, with a con- 
fiderable variety of new, and humorous en- 
tertainments in my hands. — Part of the 
preparation I have been making a long 
while, with deſign to attempt a new The- 
atre ; but I have poſtponed that deſign, with 


intention, againſt next ſeaſon, to purchaſe 


ſome ſhare in the patent, about which Mr. 


V-— tells me, you have no exception to 
my treating with the Ladies. 


Ir you pleaſe, therefore, I will execute a 
ſcheme for your company, from the open- 
ing, to Chriſtmas next, without any benefit, 
conſideration, or claim, of any kind, further 
than a fourth part of the clear profits, 
which ſhall be made, during that time, for 
the patent; and, as to apprehenſions of 
loſs, I will indemnify you againſt any, by 
making it up, as faſt as it happens. 


AN 


MX 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 192 


AN agreement, that is founded on ſuch a 
propoſal as this, requiring no change of 
property, may be preſently made, and every 
party concerned (unleſs I ſtrangely deceive 
myſelf) find an intereſt in it, without ha- 
zard. As to your deſerters, if they return, 
they too, I believe, will find it to their be- 
nefit. — If they refuſe, they will have the 
mortification to ſee themſelves leſs neceſ- 
fary, than they imagine ; and the patent 
ſupported, at leaſt, as effectually, as with 
them. | 


Ir you favour me, with your concurrence 
to this propoſal, it will bg eaſy to ſettle 
meaſures, for carrying it into execution, 
after a conference, or two, between your- 


ſelf and, 
| | Sir, 
Wu moſt humble, 
A obedient Servant, 


A. Hitt. 


Vor. I. O | = To 
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To Mr. B ; 
Auguſt 31, 1733. 


DAR SIR, 


HE good news, that you are reco- 
vering your ſtrength, has given me 
ſo ſincere a pleaſure, that, inſtead of ſending 


a congratulation, I might expect to receive 
one upon it. 


As the way, to keep health, when you 


have regained it, is, by a mixture of tempe- 


rance and exerciſe; the firſt of which you 
are ſufficiently furniſhed with in yourſelf, 


it ought to be the endeavour of your Friends, 


to draw you into the /aft, by a plot to in- 
volve you in bu/meſs. 


You have heard of the deſign, which I 
have now in hand, of effabh/hing an academi- 
cal Theatre, for improving the taſte of the flage, 
and training up young actors and attreſſes, for 
the ſupply of the Patent Theatres, So runs the 


declaration, with a view, to obviate the ma- 


lice and oppoſition of the other houſes, and 


their patrons. I have, in a manner, the 


whole company, already formed, and can, 


] be- 
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I believe, be in readineſs to open, by the 
beginning of November, at fartheſt; with a 
race of Plays and Entertainments, ſo new 
in themſelves, and the manner in _ 
they will be acted, that the ſucce/5 will, 
think, be inſured by the novelty. 


I am offered a patent, on condition of 
paying a conſideration of 400 J. per annum. 
But, juſt as I was going to cloſe, with this 
offer, it occurred to my thoughts, that you 
may eaſily make intereſt, to obtain a licence, 
during pleaſure, which will do the buſineſs, 
as well as a patent, with this conſiderable 
difference, in its favour, — that the four 
hundred pounds per annum will, inſtead of 
being loſt, upon a perſon who deſerves no 
regard, make eaſy the /ife of my friend, who 
is intitled to all my good wiſhes. 


ARE you ſure, you can get this done? 
— If you can, I will take no meaſures, till 
I have talked with you upon it. In the 
mean time, I will briefly int to you, the 
ſcheme I intend to proceed by. 


In the firſt place, I ſhall publiſh, and get 
put into all proper hands, a pamphlet, ex- 
plaining the deſign, and why it deſerves en- 

O 2 couragement. 


m i © — — — 
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couragement. — In the next place, I ſhall 


propoſe a ſubſcription, for ſix nights, to a 
Tragedy, and a faſhionable folly, in the rear 
of it, by way of trial, whether the company 


and deſign are worth encouraging, or no; 


ſubmitting the grant, or refuſal of the li- 
cence, to the public effect of thoſe ſix 


nights, upon the opinion of the town in 
general. 


Tuls is a condition, that will make it im- 
poſſible for my Lord-Chamberlain, to throw 
any rub in the way of the licence, which 
may then be obtained with more facility. 


Ap, becauſe, in all events, you ſhall be 
ſure of not waſting your time, if you think 


you can procure ſuch a ſubſcription, for ſix 


nights, (for Voltaire's Zara) you ſhall have 


half the profits, which may be very con- 


ſiderable, exclufive of the four hundred 


pounds per annum, for the licence, which is 
to be procured afterward. 


Tuus I have given you a ſhort ſcheme 
of my intention, which, I hope, may con- 
tribute in ſome meaſure, to the laſting hap- 
pineſs I wiſh you. Be ſo good, to conſider, 


what 
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what you judge your intereſt able to do in 
it ; and, if you are ſure you can do it, tell 
me ſo, in but two lines, and there is no 
other perſon in the world, ſhall be ane 
of, in this affair, by, 
Dear Sir, 
Your moſt aſfectionate, 


And obedient Servant, 
A. Hirr. 


To Mr. Pop E. 


Richmond, Sept. 20, 1733. 

DEAR SIR, 
Have, this moment, the bangs of your 
Letter ; and, like all other great plea- 
ſures in life, it brings me a mixture of de- 


light and uneaſineſs. 


THe engagements, under which I receive 
it, give me a ſenſible mortification ; for bu- 


ſineſs, which has naturally no more, than a 


dull face, aſſumes, a provoking one, when it 
with-holds us from happineſs. 


Your obliging prophecy of my daugh- 


ter's recovery, is in a fair way to be verified; 


but ſhe will wonder, how, on this ſide 


O 3 death, 
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death, ſhe becomes intitled to a call of 


fellowſhip, with the faints, and the an- 
gels. 


Sur and I might juſtly be proud, if we 
had qualities worth your praifing ; but the 
rich have a right to be liberal, and you be- 
ſtow but your own, though you over-adorn 
us with your bounty. 


I wilt fay nothing ſuperfluous, to fo 
good a judge of expreſſion, elſe my zeal, for 
your happineſs, would be prompting me to 
wiſh you bleſſings, as if you poſſibly could 
be without them, and Ledy D ſo 
near you. May ſhe live to reckon birth- 
days, as numerous as the charms of her 
mind, and as ſhining as thoſe of her 


perſon. 


TrouGn J have no room to wiſh you 
happier, I have an ambition to be made fo 
myſel,; and for that reaſon, entreat her la- 
dyſhip, and you, to ſubmit to the mortifica- 
tion of dining, ſome day the beginning of 
next week, at Weſtminſter ; and, if you will 
be ſo good to name it, by the bearer, I will 

WE ſuffer 
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ſuffer nothing to mix with a delight, that 
muſt be lefſened by addition, becauſe it 
can find no equal. I am, with great 


reſpect, 
Dear Sir, 


Your moſt humble, 
And moſt cbedient Servant, 


A. HILL. 


OZ. 8, 1733. 


Mapam, 
ATURE is ſo much your friend, that 
you want but the aſſiſtance of Art, 


to make that beauty ſtrong and piercing, 
which already is ſo ſoft and pleaſing. 


Tar preſent condition of the ſtage, af- 
fords a lucky opportunity, for ſuch a per- 
fon, as Miſs - - would ſhe put on ſoul 


and faſſion, to tranſport us, with a Kind of 
new creation. 


Taz moſt finiſhed beauty, without the 
force and ſpirit, that ſhould animate the 


O04 ſtage, 
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itage, can no more be called an actreſs, than 
the picture of a fire can be ſaid to burn: — 


The colours g/ow, 'tis true, and pleaſe us, 


by their 6r1ghtneſs ; but we neither feel the 
heat of the flame, nor ſee it varied, by 
motion. 


I LEARN it from your form; I] read it 
in your che; I know it in your power; that 
we -ſhall, one day, fee you, as remarkably, 
the ſtage's glory, as you are now its orna- 
ment, Allow. me, therefore, to contribute a 
few hints, againſt this evening ; having 
heard, but yeſterday, that you are then to 


appear, the firſt time, in the character of 


Londa. 


IT would be of infinite ad vantage, could 
you, without ſtraining your voice, raiſe it a 
little higher; and, by a weight upon the ſig- 
nificant words, make it ſlower, more diſ- 
tinct, and articulate. — The way to do this, 
is, to make uſe of pauſes, in all proper pla- 
ces: For, without thoſe reſtings, our under- 
ſtanding, wanting time to receive impreſ- 
ſions from the ear, retains, but defectively, 


the image of the meaning, being continually 


hurried forward, to a nero idea, while the 
eld is unformed and imperfect. 
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Tux actor, who pauſes judiciouſly, will 
be ſure to appear in earneſt, like the con- 
ceiver of what he utters; whereas, without 
pauſing, the words, ariſing too faſt for the 
thought, demonſtrate him but a repeater of 
what he ſhould ſeem to invent, before he 
expreſſes it. 


Pausks have ſtill this further advantage, 
that, by their help, an actor may take 
breath, and riſe ſtronger, and ſtronger — 
never ſtraining his voice, beyond its natural 
compaſs ; and yet, have force and elevation 
to ſhake the hearts of his hearers. 


T rave incloſed ſo much of a printed 
copy, as contains the whole part of Inoinda, 
and mark'd, with a ſtar, the propereſt places 
for pauſing ; to which I will only add, that 
the meaſure of time, in a pauſe, ſhould vary 
according to the ſenſe. But it will, in ge- 
neral, be enough to reſt, as long as might 
ſuffice, to pronounce ſuch a word as power. 
I have drawn a few lines thus, under 
places where the voice is to be ſtrong, high, 
and emphatical. 


FROM 
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FRoM your manner of ſpeaking, I come 
to your manner of /ſoking ; which, in the 


uſual ſenſe of the word, it is not poſſible for 


you to improve, beyond its preſent perfec- 


tion. But, I mean not the face, but the 
paſſions which ſhould appear in it. You will 


find, if you put on a melancholy look, your 
voice will naturally ſound ſorrowful: A 
Joyful look will give a lively ſound to the 
voice: And if, when you mean to be an- 
ory, you ſhould ſpeak with a ſerene coun- 
tenance, your voice would not expreſs an- 
ger, but ect it; — and ſo fail to move the 
paſſion, you intend to excite in us. 


UNDER this head, permit me, to caution 


you againſt relaxing, and becoming languid 


and unconcerned, as ſoon as you have done 


ſpeaking. The quite contrary way of at- 


tending to what is anſwered, as if you really 


were Imoinda, and felt, not acted, her hopes, 
fears and diſtreſſes, will charm and engage 


an audience the more, as it 1s ſcarce ever 
practiſed. — For the ſame reaſon, though no 
face is ſhown, ſo much to its advantage, as 


yours, it would be proper to refuſe us that 


pleaſure, for another, which will arife from 


our obſerving your eye, kept fixed upon the 


perſon's, 
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perſon's, who is ſpeaking to you, or to 
whom you are ſpeaking. 


AFTER the voice, and the hot, I have 
room to add but a word or two, about move- 
ment and action. A ſhape, fo finiſhed, as 
yours, has all the reaſon in the world, to 
take it ill, that you endeavour to conceal it. 
Pleaſe, therefore, to extend your arms, with 


an opener freedom, as often as it is neceſſary. 


— Remember, what effect it has in ſolemn 


dances. — It gives a grandeur, a grace, and 
ſignificance, to the air; and was, in a man- 


ner, the chief ſecret of Mrs. Porter, in tra- 


gical attitudes; as it is now of inexpreſſible 
advantage to Miſs Raffer, in comic ones. 


So too, the Steps ſhould be flow, ſoft, and 
ſtately ; nothing limited, or confined, but 
every gefture, natural and animated. Your 
modeſty ſhould be quickened with ſpirit, and 
your freedom corrected by ſweetneſs, It will, 
I confeſs, be exchanging to your loſs ; but 


you muſt go out of ve, into the perſon 
of Imoinda. 


1 am ſenſible, that the time, as well as 
the hints, will be ſhort; but I was not ſoon 
enough informed, to be fuller ; and am not 


without 
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without hope, that this little may be of 
fome ſmall ſervice, if you add the aſſiſtance 


of your own diſcernment, and reflection, 


to the deficient endeavours of, 
Madam, 
Your moſt obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


A. Hitt. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Mapam, 

Aving wanted room in the cloſe of 
L my letter, to explain, how freedom, 
and openneſs of action, contributed the 
chief beauty, to thoſe paſſionate attitudes, 
for which Mrs. Porter was ſo happily re- 
markable, I add this flip, by way of poſt- 
ſcript, to give one inſtance of my meanin B, 

out of the port, of Imoinaa. 


In the 84th page of the inclos'd printed 
ſheets, Imoinda's joy for her eſcape from 
the governor is interrupted by her huſ- 
band's pointing out to Her the dead body 
of 


4 
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of Aboan : upon which ſhe cries out in a 
ſudden ſurprize, Aboan / 


THr1s fingle word would have afforded 
Mrs. Porter an occaſion, of forcing tears, 
from the moſt knowing part of the audience, 


and a thunder of applauſe from the moſt 
numerous. 


SHE would, firſt, have worn upon her 
face, an eaſy look of joy, the effect of her 
eſcape to her huſband ; but ſhe would have 
chang'd it, into a look of apprehenſion, and 
concern, upon obſerving Orconoko's expreſ- 


ſion, that, 


ce There's, now, no further uſe of words!“ 


Nxxr, upon his talking of death, and 
pointing to Aboan's body, ſhe would have 

aſſum'd a more earneſt fear, and, catching 
off her eye from her huſband, look'd aſide 
for the body ; and advanc'd toward it, with 
her face bent upon it, and her hands a lit- 
tle rais'd, in ſign of the pity, ſhe felt, at 
fight of ſuch a barbarity, tho' not yet, 


imagining, that it was one ſo dear to her 
huſband, as Abeaz. 


Bor 
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Bur, while ſhe bends over the body, ſhe 
diſcerns whoſe it is; and ſtarting back with 
aſtoniſhment, and horror, throws out her 
arms, to their utmoſt extent, and, at the 
ſame inſtant of time, cries out, with a voice, 
rais'd into wonder, and agony — ABOAN! as 
if ſhe would have added, Is it He. The 
man, ſo near to you? ſo loving, and ſo 


lov'd, by you? 


In the ſame moment recollecting, that 
Oroonoko's fate mult, in all likelihood, be 


next. The horror of that conception roots 


her feet to the „age — Yet, ſhe forces her- 
ſelf half round, toward her huſband, and, 
with her arms ſtill ſtretch'd wide out, looks 
at him with a ſpeechleſs, imploring, diſtrac- 
tion of countenance ; ſometimes, turning 
her eye to Aboan's body, and then back up- 
on Oroonoko, till the ſenſe of what ſhe ap- 
prehends, throws her /ps, arms, and frame, 
into a trembling, that muſt touch every 
heart, in the audienee. 


I NEED not add the neceſſity, there would 
be, to prevent interruption from the per- 
ſon, who acts Orconoko, by preparing him 


to be /ilent, till 85 end of the aclion. 
| e DEAR 
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Oct. 9, 1733. 

Dr AR Six, 
* —_— D your letter with a great deal 
f pleaſure ; and came to town time 


ak to ſee Miſs -—- in the beſt part 
of Imoinda. 


I Har heard the day before, that ſhe was 
to perform it; and, in order to do her all 
the ſervice in my power, diſpatch'd a ſervant 
to town, on purpoſe, yeſterday morning, 
with a letter to her, containing, the beſt, 
and moſt obvious, general hints, which it 
was either proper, or practicable, to give 


her, at ſuch a diſtance, and ſo ſhort a 
Warning. 


I can'T ſay, ſhe anſwered the hopes, I 
had conceiv'd of her ; ſhe ſpoke with too 
low, and faint a voice; and loc d and mov'd, 
with too little force : But of this I am ſure, 
that, if her voice is not, naturally, too weak 
(which I find, is every body's opinion) it 
will be eaſy enough, to inſpirit her motion 
and geſture : But it muſt be done, not by 
written, but by perſona] inſtructions. 


1 wovLp 


RO 
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I wouLD have given a good deal, to 
have known, but a fortnight before, that 
ſhe was to appear, in that character: It 
1s a terrible misfortune to the houſe, that 
nothing is ſo little thought of, as improving 
the natural capacities of the actors; where- 
as, you know very well, that the greateſt, 
and moſt accompliſh'd orators of antiquity, 
both thought it neceſſary, and ſubmitted, 
with pleaſure, to ſeek the advice, and opi- 
nion of their friends, before they became 
able to ſhine in their profeſſion. 


By the Play, which I now ſend you a 
copy of, you will ſee, that the part of Zara 
is fill'd with the ſtrongeſt, and moſt ſhi- 
ning paſſions: And nothing is more certain 
than that, (could Miſs spirit ſuit 
it, as aptly, as her figure) it would raiſe her 
at once, to the fame of a capital actreſs; 
whereas, ſhould I caſt her into that part, 
and her modeſty and diffidence not allow her 
to exert herſelf in it, as ſhe ought, it 
would burt not only the Play, but Miſs 

's own intereſt. 


1 napeen'p to fit near Lord ——, at 
the Play, and was curious to obſerve him; 
as 
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as he is known to have a partiality, for the 
perſon of this lady; and I own, I was charm- 
ed with a beautiful fruggle, which I diſ- 
_ cern'd, betwixt his judgment, and his tender- 
neſs. He would not, openly applaud a per- 
formance, which was fainter, than he wwiſh'd 
it: Yet, his humanity broke out upon every 
occaſion, where his reaſon could catch a mo- 
tive for defending her: And one time in 
particular, when, in the height of that 
diſtreſsful ſcene, in the laſt act, ſeveral gen- 
tlemen, in the boxes, /augh'd aloud at ano- 
| ther gentleman's ears, in the houſe (which, 
by the bye was a mirth of a ſavage original) 
Lord G , apprehenſive for the Lady, 
cried out with a concern, that pleas'd me 
more than the Play, — Vn ſhould not 
laugh fo loud, becauſe the people upon the ſtage 
will ſuppoſe, they are acting ridiculouſly. 


I am very glad, you are reſolv'd to do 
every thing, in your power, to raiſe a popu- 
lar intereſt, for ſupport of this Tragedy. 
One ought to bluſh for the nation, where 
ſuch a preparation is become neceſſary: But 
our minds, are like /ick men's /fomachs, too 
weak, to digeſt what is not minced, and put 
into our mouths, by thoſe, whoſe taſte muſt 


preſcribe for us. I am greatly delighted to 
Vol. I. KS hear 


Sy 


| 
| 


- 
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hear how faſt you recover, which is but 
one of the many good wiſhes, you are en- 
titled to, from the affection of, 


Dear Sir, 
| Your moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble Servant, 
A. HILL. 


OZ. 15, 1733. 
Mapam, 


H O' it is impoſlible, that you ſhould 

be ſo dead to a ſenſe of your own 
charms, as not to think me very impertinent, 
when I tell you, I was not ſo much pleas'd 
as I expected to be, with your performance 
of Imoinda : Yet, I dare truſt your mind, 
againſt your heart, ſo far as to depend on 


your pardoning the great deſire I have, to 


hear every body call you a fine Afreſs, as 
ſincerely as they own you a fine Woman. 


THAT you are the laſt, to a very charm- 
ing degree, was, I dare ſwear, the opinion 


of every gentleman, then, preſent : Yet, 


they ſuffer d you to go thro' that part with- 
out 
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out notice or applauſe, in the very bloom of 
your youth, and the 7riumph of your beauty. 


IT was in nobody's power, but your own 
to have made this poſible——Had you per- 
mitted your modeſiy, to have enliven'd itſelf 
with majeſty : Had you thrown Hirit into 
your voice, and paſſion into your motion, there 
had been a houſe-full of Oroconoko's, and 


every body in the audience, would have 
wilh'd to die for Imoinda. 


Ir were ſafeſt J confeſs, to leave you 
in the veil, which your humility has thrown 
over your influence: And it is little better 
than a plot, againſt the quiet of the public, 
to lend ambition to a conqueror, who is 
willing to forget, or neglect her own pow- 
er. But, tho' you are angry with the and, 
while it is diſcompoſing you in a Journey, 
yet, you, forgive it very willingly, when you 
perceive, it has blown away the clouds, 
that intercepted the Sun ſbine. 


I TROUBLE you, therefore, once more, 
with my deſire, that you will beſtow a little 
time and thought, upon the beauties which 
you may aſſume: you are fo unwilling to 


remember thoſe, you have in your pœſeſion, 
T3 tat 


212 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


that you owe yourſelf, by way of ballance, 
a double concern for thoſe, you are to be 
poſſeſs'd of, hereafter. 


Ir you pleaſe, after having conſidered 
the abſtract, which I incloſe, to apply its 
rules to the ſpeech I have added, accord- 
ing to the marginal notes, you will find 
there is not half the difficulty, you may 
have apprehended, in the ſtudy of an art, 
which nature has ſo form'd you for ſhin- 
ing in. 


I am far from wondering, that I ſaw not 
the whole effect of thoſe hints, which were 
ſent you but juſt before you appear'd on the 
ſtage, that evening: I rather think it won- 
derful, you could ſo ſoon, and fo judiciouſly 
apply, as I ſawyou did, the remarks, relating 
to Pauſes, and Emphaſis. What ſeems moſt 
to be wifh'd, is a fuller, and more pom- 
pous, dwelling on your words in Tragedy; 

and a more diſtin, and higher elevation 
of your voice, which is too ſweet, to leave 
us ſatisfied with ſo little of it, as you gene- 


rally give us. 
Ir you are weary of theſe troubleſome 
advices, you have but one way to avoid 
them; 
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them; and that is, to diſregard and neg- 
lect them: For, if I obſerve, that they are 
of any advantage to you, I am ſo fond of 
contributing to your intereſt and diſtinction, 
that the Lord knows what perſecution you 
may not expect, from, 


Madam, | 
Your moſt Obedient, 


Hob: Servant. 


A. HIII. 


_—_— 
—_— 


Oct. 19, 1733. 

S IX. 
BSERVING, in the bills to- day, that 
Lorriſinond is to be acted by you, fo 
much ſooner than I expected ; and remem- 
bering the requeſt you made me, at the 


houſe, I chuſe rather to mark the part, in 


more haſte then I could have withed, than 
miſs this opportunity of doing you, I hope, 
ſome little ſervice. 


I rpoxn't know what reafons the friends 
of anather houſe may have, for ſupport of 
their partiality ; but, for my part, I have 

P 3 two 
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two ſtrong motives, for contributing, every 
way in my power, to the ſucceſs of Drury- 
Lane Theatre, I know that you have more 
natural merit than your rivals; and every 
body knows that you have more enemies, 
and more modeſty. 


Ir you will pardon my freedom, for 
putting you in mind of an improvement, 
which you need only remember, and you 
will attain, I would wiſh to ſee you aſ- 
ſume that gracefulneſs, weight, and eaſineſs, 
which muſt follow, from your keeping a 
more raiſed eye ; and erect, yet eaſy, neck ; 
—]t will add nature to your meanings, and 
majeſty to your words, and your actions; 
whereas the contrary practice gives the ap- 
pearance of /evity; loſes the noble openneſs 
of the breaſt; and contributes to ſcatter and 
confound the voice; much of which it 
throws znward, from the audience. 


I TAKE the knowledge of the paſſions to be 
the only thing neceſſary, to make a finiſhed 
ator, where the voice, and the figure, have 
ſuch advantages, as you are poſſeſſed of; 
and I have pointed them out as diſtinctly, as 
I had room to do it, in the marginal blanks 
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of the Play, which I, herewith, fend you 
to which I have added (beſides lines under 
the emphatical words) little ſtrokes, in this 
manner x, in the places, where pauſing is 
proper: Firſt, for the ſake of the ſenſe; 
and next, for a ſaving to the voice, which 
will always, by that help, be able to main- 
tain its ſtrength, and eſcape thoſe unpleaſing 
cracks, which are elſe, ſo frequent, and un- 
avoidable. 


As to action, its exceſs, either way, is, I 
think, equally faulty; but of this, I am 
ſure, that the changes of the paſſions being 
once found and felt, the proper movements 
of the body muſt be the neceſſary conſe- 


quence, 


IT will be needleſs to obſerve to you, 
that Torriſmond's character is diſtinguiſhed 
by a ſpirited /e/#neſs, a genteel, maſculine 
tenderneſs, that, at once, poliſhes and fires 
him.—His way of f/epping and acting, 
therefore, (if I am not miſtaken) would be 
moſt naturally hit, by a gentle, majeſtic 
ſtatelineſs, every where animated and ſtrong, 
but never light, or unballanced. 
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Ir any thing I have herein done, ſhall 
contribute to increaſe that expectation, the 


| town is beginning to conceive in your fa- 


vour, it will give me a very great pleaſure 


for you have all the good wiſhes of, 
Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


A. HILL. 


* ” * . 


Oct. 24, 1733. 

S. IX, | 
F I had not been very much engaged, 
for theſe two or three days paſt, J ſhould 
ſooner have informed you, that you pleaſed 
me extremely, in Torriſmond; and, leſt ſay- 
ing this ſhould be too little, becauſe you 
muſt have obſerved, that you pleaſed every 
body, I will add, that you convinced me, 


at the ſame time, that you have the genius 


of an actor, and are born to ſhine in- the 


buſineſs. 


For this reaſon, it will give me a plea- 
ſure, to contribute all the hints I am capa- 


ble of, to aſſiſt ſo rifing a merit ; and, if 
you 
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you are to act the Earl of Ex, which, I. 
hear, is coming on, I will interleaf your 


part, if you ſend it me, and make room for | | 
the neceſſary notes upon the paſſions.— 1 | | 


will do the ſame for Hamlet, if it comes into 
your hands, as I hope it ſoon will; for I have — 
told Mr. Highmore, I will undertake for 1 
your appearing, with honour, in that cha- 
racter. 


I cox Ess, I was agreeably ſurprized, to 
ſee you, at the firſt eſſay, riſe ſo touchingly 
out of a lightneſs, that cuſtom, want of re- 
flection, and the volatile turn of your ſpirits, 
had made habitual to your practice. I ex- 

pected it would be a work, atleaſt, of ſome 
time; but you prevented my hopes at once 
aſſumed a weight, a ſignificance, and a ma- 
jeſty, which made us not only hin, but 
warmly fee/ you, a good actor. 


Ws — ES N : 2 
— = —— 
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I wiLL venture to prophecy, that, when- 
ever you can forget an audience, you will 
charm them ; it is ſo eaſily in your power to 
aſſume, and be aſſumed by the character, 
that I promiſe myſelf, I ſhall ſee your eye, 
ſpeaking, as intelligibly as your voice; Your 
voice ſaving its ſtrength, and preſerving its 


harmony, by a judicious recovery of breath, 
5 e - 
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at the pauſing places ; and your motions ſo- 
lemn, nerved, and adapted to the changes 


of the paſſions. 


Ir you had diſtnguiſhed all theſe requi- 
ſites, in Rule a Wife, and have a Wife, as 
finely as you did in Torriſmond, the applauſe 
which was given to your fire, would have 
been paid to your diſcernment : For the 


paſſion, in that character, is not a raſh, 


quick, anger, but a thoughtful, manly, deli- 
berate, determined, courage---the effect of 
reaſon and reſolution; which give a terror 
to his boldneſs, as if it pierced not the ear 
only, but the heart of his wife, and thoſe 
with her. 


ADD to this, that the voice, ſo aſſociated 


to the ſenſe, breaks out (where it ought) 


with ten times more mu/ick and ſurprize, 
upon the audience, than it is capable of, 
when too equally and conſtantly elevated. 


I BEGAN this letter with no other deſign, 
than to write for you part; but, ſince I 
have inſenſibly rambled ſo much further, 
(like a man who is walking where he is de- 
lighted with the proſpect of the country) 
I will add a line, or two, more, to remind 
you 


* 
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you, of the advantage it gives to the grace 
of an actor's perſon; when his head is kept 
raiſed; not rounding too lightly, as if it 
played with the ſound of the words; and 
the eye fixed intently, and held, meaningly 
ſteady, on the proper object before it. This 
and the nerves of the neck, arms, and feet, 
ſtrongly braced, in all action, whether vio- 


lent or paſſive, (ſtill diſtinguiſhing the dif- 


ferent propriety of each) will not only im- 
preſs the ſpectators, but actually warm the 
Player himſelf, into a real feeling of the paſ- 
ſions he is acting. 


THERE 1s another great beauty, in a 
Player, who enters ſtrongly into nature, 
and that is, the ſignificance of {lent action, 
where, after he has done ſpeaking, himſelf, 
he attends to what is anſwered, as if it, in 
good earneſt, concerned him. This alarms 
and awakens the audience; who, on the 
contrary, grow languid and unattentive, 
when they obſerve a negligence in the 
actors, juſt as one lazy yawner ſhall ſet a 


roomful of his acquaintance a yarning, for 


company, I am, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 


A. Hits. 
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Oct. 24, 1733. 

MADAM, 

Very body was charmed with the ſpi- 

FE, rit of your action and voice, in Lady 

Ann, ſo that, now I am poſitive, it is in 

your power, to reach every thing upon the 
ſtage, that is either natural, or amiable. 


THAT you may, in Rutland, have oppor- 
tunity to confirm this opinion, by a proof, 
that will confound and aſtoniſh thoſe, who 
are in a contrary way of thinking ; pleaſe to 
ſend me the part, becauſe I will interleaf it, 
to make room for the fulleſt notes I can 
think of, and wait on you, with it, on 
Friday. 


In the Miſer, to night, be ſo good as to 
think of one caution. I have obſerved a 
kind of beautiful hurry, in pronouning your 
words, when you are acting in comedy.—I 


call it beautiful, becauſe it ſprings from a 


want of vanity; for, certainly, if you re- 


flected, with how much pleaſure you are 


liſtened to, you would ſpread out your mu- 


"fic, and dwell, with diſtinction, upon the 
Harmony. 


Bur, 
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Bur, excluſive of this very good reaſon, 
there is another, which makes it nece/ary ; 
for, while you haſten too eagerly, to come 
to the end of what you are ſaying, your 
voice appears weaker than it is, becauſe, by 
not ſwell;ng the ygnificant words, nor diſtin- 
guiſhing the perzods, by reſting long enough 
between them, you run the ſenſe too cloſe 


together,--and, thereby, diſorder your mean- 


ing as your glaſs would your /ight, if, in- 
ſtead of keeping it at the due diſtance, you 
ſhould bring it too near to your eye; which 
indeed it might have good cauſe for deſi- 
ring, if it were, really, as animated as it ap- 
pears to be, when you look 1n it. 


In order to warm every body, who ſees 


you act, you need only reſolve to forget that 


you are acting. Tis the thought of the au- 
dience, that takes away the natural air of the 
player: Whatever is well done on the ſlage, 
muſt be done with the ſame force, free- 
dom, and ſpirit, as if it was doing in a&fual 
lie: It will, elſe, carry a conſtraint, that only 
robs it of its beauty, as it is common for 
people's pictures to be drawn if, prim, and 


affected, from their endeavouring to look with 


a more 
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a more than ordinary reſerve, when they go 
to fit for their faces, I am, 
Madam, 
Your moſt obedient 
Humble Servant, _ 
A. HiLL. 


* — 
8 


To Mr. B——, 

v 1 KR, Oct. 31, 1733. 
S your good ſenſe and good nature are 
both too well known, to leave room 
for an apology, where the freedom I take, 
in giving my opinion, can have no other mo- 
tive, than the pleaſure I receive from the 
applauſe, which you met with, —I will 
venture to offer my ſentiments on the cha- 
racter of Tamerlane, 


Ir I am not miſtaken, I have ſeen you 
act it, a little too politely.— Vou will ſmile, 
at this unuſual cenſure, but I will explain 
what I mean by it. 


THe purpoſed oppoſition of Tamerlane's 
humanity, againſt Bajazet's fierceneſs and 
pride, ſeems, to me, to be carried too far, if 
the bounds are not nicely diſtinguiſhed, be- 
tween condeſcention, and neglect of dignity. 
As his mind is leſs baugbiy than Bajazet's, ſo 

| | . It 
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it is alſo more noble; and the ſuperiority of 
his ſpirit ought to be viſible, in his words, 
his looks, and his motions. 


For this reaſon, his complaiſance will ap- 
pear too flexible, if he either bows his body 
with too frequent relaxation; or, if he 
moves it with too unconſcious an exceſs of 
humility ; tho' he is not proud, he is ma- 
Jeſtic ; and, as every thing he ſays has the 
weight of an oracle, ſo every thing he is 


ſeen to do, ought to have the grandeur of a 
hero. 3 


Ir my conceptions are any way right, the 
air and deportment of Tamerlane ſhould, 
every where, and to all perſons, be diſtin- 
guiſhed, by a conſcious ſuperiority. He 
ſhould ſmile, without gaiety; look erect, 
Without pride ; be provoked, without rage ; 
appear ſoft, without tenderneſs; and con- 
_ deſcend, without ceremony. 


You will apprehend, if Iexplain my own 
meanings, that the actions of Tamerlane 
ſhould be ſolemn and nervous; his ſtep, 
flow and ſtately; his brow raiſed. and awe- 
ful; and his looks ſignificant and piercing. 


As to his manner of ſpeaking, as it is the 
reſult of his reflections, it ought to be 
_ ſtrong, 
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ſtrong, deliberate, and impreſſive; for his 
ſentiments are, commonly, ſo noble, that 
they require a diſtin and weighty utter- 
ance, not only as they deſerve it, by their 
importance, but, becauſe their effect would 
be loſt, if due time is not allowed them; to 

deſcend from the ear to the underſtanding. 


Your voice, too, which is charming, to 
the ſweeteſt degree; in the articulate, decla- 
matory plainneſs, that is proper to this cha- 
rater, will drop none of its accents, which 

it is great pity it ever ſhould; for the moſt 
emphatic ſolemnity, with which Mr. Booth 
1 ſpoke, in Cato, is no more, than is neceſſary 
| in almoſt every ſcene of Tamerlane. 
| 
y 


To fay all, in a word--to keep up the ſu- 
8 periority, Which this prince is made to ap- 
| | pear with--he ought to ſpeak like an angel, 
4 and move like a God. 


I Know, if I had written much leſs, it 
had been more than enough; for all that 
can be neceſſary, is, to give you a hint of 
this improvement upon the character; your 
own penetration will carry it to the utmoſt 
length it is capable of; and, in that, I am 

ſure 
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ſure of one pleaſure, as every advance in 
your fame, or your fortune, will give a real 


delight to, 
Sir, 
Your moſt humble, 
And obedient Servant, 


A. HILI. 


— 


— 


| Of. 1, I: . 
SIR, 31, 1733 
W HEN we were talking, the other 

night, in the green room, of Mr. 
Mills's manner of acting Bajazet, I had not 
been informed, that you were ſo ſoon to ap- 
pear in that character, or I ſhould then have 
more fully explained myſelf upon thoſe 
points, in which, I think, hg is miſtaken : 
For, as this front of the ſeaſon muſt fix an 
impreſſion, in favour or diſtaſte of the com- 
pany, and there runs an unthinking preju— 
dice about town, which may, and ought to 
be removed, I wiſh to ſee the ſtrength of 
every actor of your houſe, exerted to its 
extent, that partiality may bluſh itſelf into 
_ repentance, and opinion no longer be too 

hard for perſuaſion. _ 
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Tur paſſions, which are ſtrongly marked 
in Bajazet, as Mr. Rowe has repreſented 
him, are, ambition, fierceneſs, pride, and 
cruelty ; and all theſe influenced and ſup- 
ported, by a daring courage ; but made 
hateful and ſevere, by a burning indigna- 


tion againſt equals, and a ſcorn of every 
thing beneath him. 


Now theſe, 'tis true, are qualities, that 
make him violent, impatient, and tyrannical. 
But then, that violence, and that impati- 
ence, ſhould retain the tokens of that pride, 
to which he owed them. — He ſhould, in- 
deed, be fierce, but then, his fierceneſs 
ſhould be aweful. — He ſhould be cruel, 
but he ſhould be majeitic, in that cruelty. 
— He ought tp be terrible, by his anger; 
and 7mpreſ/ive, in his ſcorn. If he repines, 
frets, rages, curſes, ſtarts, blaſphemes, or 
reproaches, — he ſhould do all this, with a 
dreadful ſenſe of agony, becoming the re- 
gret of a deſpairing emperor ; and not with 
the unmanly nods, flings, jirks, and levity, 
of a capricious ſchool-boy, when he is 


held back from quarrelling. 


MR. 
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MR. Mills found out, that a great noiſe 
was one mark of anger; but he forgot, that 
all this noiſe, in the anger of a ſovereign, 
ſhould take its meaſure from his dignity, 
and the decorum proper to his condition. 
— Mr. Mills, again, was lucky enough to 
gueſs right, that a captive king, in fury and 
deſpair, ſhould move with turbulence and 
agitation ; but it never came into his head, 
that there is a turbulence, without bullying, 
and an agitation, without aukwardneſs. 


cox ss, even, that there is ſomething 
brutal, in the tranſports of Bajazet; fo 
there is too, in the rage of a ion; but, I 
believe, it would puzzle Mr. MzlYs faga- 
city, to name, among all the beaſts he has 
knowledge of, ſo filly a one, as not to be 


ſenſible of a difference, between the lion 
and the cat of mountains. 


Your very good diſcernment will eaſily 


gather, from this general remark, on the 


miſtake in Mr. Mz!/s's manner, that much of 


what he rants, would be better ſuited to the 


character, if it were to be ſtrained through 
the teeth, with an indignant, ſuppreſſed 
anger, or the galling maliciouſneſs of ſcorn. 


Q 2 And, 
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And, by this change, the force of whatever 
part 6f ſpeech is, of neceſſity, to be thrown 
out ſharp and violent, would be doubly 
natural, infinitely more ſtriking, and guard 
and fecure the voice, from ſtretching be- 
yond its harmony. 


I couLD fay a great deal more, on the 


ſubject, but am ſure, it is not neceſſary; 


for the field is ſo fertile, into which I am 
dropping this grain, or two, that, I know, 
J ſhall ſee it covered, with a harveſt of 
beautiful improvements. I am, 


Sir, 
Your moſt humble, 
And obedient Servant, 


A. HILL. 


Nov. 3, 1733. 

SIX, 
1 Have been ſo engaged, ever ſince 
the part of Moneſes was brought me, 
that I could not get time, till laſt night, 
to begin marking it ; but, I hope, this day, 
to-morrow, and Monday, will be more than 
enough, for ſo able a genius, as yours, to 


comprehend, 
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comprehend, in its fulleſt extent, the few 
ſhort notes I have made, and the reafons 
for making them. . 


As nobody ſpeaks with more weight and 
ſignificance than Mr. R „it will be the 
eaſieſt thing in the world, to quicken and 
inſpirit the ſolemnity, where neceſſary, by 
the muſical variation, which will flow from 
a change, with the changing paſſions. 


Tx1s once done, and your voice ſecured 
and guarded againſt cracking, (or that rough 
thread fo like it) by a ſtopping and reco- 
vering breath, upon the pauſes—every body 
will be as pleaſed with the harmony, as they 
already are, with the A in⁰,dꝝ and articu- 
lation of your ſpeaking. 


THERE is a caution, which I can't help 
giving you, becaufe I know how good a 2½ 


you are able to make of it: It is, againſt a 


kind of habitual laſſitude, which has, 1nſen- 
ſibly, accuſtomed you to loſe the benefit of 
that erect upright poſition of the breaſt and 
neck, which gives ſuch grace and ſpirit to 
an actor. You are humble enough, to give 
up, too willingly, a very charming advan- 
tage, in your ſtature ; but the audience, 


CÞ- "1 | Who 
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who conſider themſelves, for the time, as 


intitled to all your accompliſhments, are 


more covetous, in your behalf, than you 
ſeem to be, for yourſelf, and never loſe an 
inch of you, without reluctance. 


I Have often, in Acaſto, and the father 
of the Fair Penitent, been ſtrongly, and 
juſtly, delighted, with that flow ſolemnity 
of ſtep, which is there ſo natural to the 
character. I believe, in parts, where the 
age and the paſſions are different, you would 
wonderfully adorn your perſon, and add, 
conſiderably, to your influence, by aſſuming 
a gayer, ſhorter, leſs deliberate, and more 
lively tread, according to the ſpirited fierce- 
neſs, or ſoft amorous vivacity, of the part 


you act in. 


I sHoULD have ſaid much leſs, if I had 
leſs regarded you; much more, if your ca- 
pacity to make a little hint of great advan- 
tage, had not been very well known, to, 


SIR, 
Dur moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


A. HIII. 


een 21 


Nov. 6, 1733. 
SIR, 
OT dining at home, yeſterday, it 


found myſelf favour'd with your account of 
what paſs'd at the meeting. 


I THINK your obſervations, on the re- 


marks, are unanſwerably clear and ſtrong, 
and ſhould have wiſh'd that Mr. —— 
had ſeen them ; but that I know, the man- 
ner of judging in theſe gentlemen requires 
neither deliberation nor reflection: They 
have an opinion, as much too active, as 
their reaſon is too ſlow ; and are too fond 
of firſt impreſſions, to taſte the delight of 
acknowledging a miſtake, to make room 
for a conviction. 


SINCE you are pleas'd to aſk my thoughts, 
on his behaviour and purpoſe, I will aſſure 
you, fincerely, that your Play will nei- 
ther ſuffer in its ating, from any, bad opi- 
nion, he may have of it; nor could have 
received any advantage from his good one: 
He carries no weight among his Players ; 
who are, all, agreed in /ws9 f0ints ; That he 


Q 4 has 


was not, till after the Play, that 1 
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has no judgment at all; and that zhey ha vo 
themſelves a very ſtrong one. 


ISR, plainly, from what motive ſprings 
his notion, that the Play won't do. He 
obſerves, that of late, the audiences are far 
leſs touch'd than they have formerly been, 
with the ſerious walk in comedy; while 
the /ow and the ridiculbus, on the contrary, 
receives louder applauſe, than ever. 


BuT this he, 7a/ely, imputes to a change, 
in the taſte of the public. Nature is always 
the ſame; and the paſſions, where, and 
whenever, they are ſtrongly hit, will be 
ſtrongly exciting: But the misfortune lies 
here—when Mr. Booth, and Mr. Wilks, Mrs. 
Oldfield, and Mrs. Porter, appear'd in natural 
and reflecting characters, there was a Pathos 
in their delivery, a ſenſation in their air, 
an expreſſion in their geſture, and a ſpi- 
rit in their conception and execution, that 
compelled the dulleſt apprehenſion to re- 
ceive the meaning of the dialogue: — Now 
all this power is loſt; and we may ſleep 


in the moſt alarming paſſages; becauſe the 
actors are, unnaturally pert, unmovingly cold, 


O 
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or elaborately tireſome, from a dull, dry, 
drawling monotony of declamatory ſtiffneſs. 


Hence, all theſe light dumb inſults up- 
on common ſenſe, the Pantumimes and 
Entertainments, which are become ſo 


ſhamefully neceſſary; — the people in the 


management of our theatres, have wanted 


art to form good actors; the want of good 
acting has pall'd and diminiſh'd the plea- 
ſure of going to plays ; — and then, when 
theſe mountebank managers have phy/ic'd us 
into a /ethargy, they clap Vinegar to our 
noſes, in hope to twinge us into a recovery 


of our ſenſes. 


THis is, certainly, the preſent condition 
of the age: But, as the houſes are all 
equally ſharers in one common defect, I am 
of opinion you would be in the right, to let 
your Play come on at Mr. Rich's, rather 
than remove it; for ſeveral reaſons, and, 
in particular, for theſe following : 


Coveni-Garden houſe is larger, by one 
part in three ;—It is more commodious for 


going into, and coming out of; the town's | 


opinion of ſome of their actors, is very fa- 
vourable ; whereas there runs a ftrong cur- 
rent 
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rent of prejudice againſt Drury-Lane : and 
I am afraid, it will increaſe to an unſur- 
mountable degree of odium very ſoon, un- 
leſs the Patentees can be prevailed upon to 
ſee their own intereſt, in giving up their 


unpopular pretenſions to proſecute the peo- 


ple, who are, univerſally, thought to be bet- 
ter actors than their own, and protected 
without doubt, (in however covert a man- 


ner) by much more powerful hands, than 


the Patentees are aware of. 


Tnus Sir, I have taken the liberty, in 
obedience to your commands, to give you 
my opinion, with the utmoſt frankneſs, 
and ſincerity; to which I muſt add, that 
ſuch ſcenes, as ſome very fine ones in your 
Play, will repay themſelves, in the cloſet, 
for whatever loſs they may ſuſtain, from 


the unſtriking lightneſs of our theatric 


manner of acting them. I am, 
Sir, 
Your moſt bumble, 


And moſt obedient Servant, 


A, HILL, 


180 
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To Lord BOLINGBROKE. 


Nov. 7, 1733. 
My Lox, | 


[| HAVE begg'd the favour of Mr. Pope, 


to convey to your Lordſhip's hands, a 
tranſlation of Mr. Yoltaire's Zaire, which is 
to appear on the ſtage in a month or two. 


I $HOULD think it no better, than a ci- 
vil impertinence, to aſk pardon for the trou- 
ble; it being ſcarce more publicly known, 


that your Lordſhip is a maſter of wit, than 


that you are an encourager of it in others. 


Tu paſſions in Mr. Voltaire s Zaire, are 


ſo ſtrongly and ſo happily touch'd, that 
I with they might be chargeable upon his 
acquaintance with our Shakeſpear in his 
native language : I remark it not to his 
diſadvantage ; for, if he borrows our ideas, 
he borrows at leaſt, like a gentleman, who 
improves, by the bounty of a friend, a ſuf- 
ficient eſtate of his own; whereas he has 
Engliſb examples of pirates, who, having 
taken French Tragedtes, as if they were 


French Prizes, chang d the name with the 


property, 
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property, and paſs'd them away for their 
un, without ſhame or acknowledgment. 


I NEvER faw Mr. Voltaire any nearer, 
than in this Tragedy ; where, I confeſs, he 
impartially charms me. He ſeems to think 
with the heart of an Engh/hman ; but he 
- expreſſes thoſe thoughts with a French- 
man's vivacity. Having found the wit of 
his nation either too imple or too delicate, 
he has nerv'd the /implicity with force, and 
ſubſtituted a polrteneſs, in the place of 
affeftation. 


I am only apprehenſive, leſt this play, 
after fo popular an encouragement in France, 
ſhould be too faintly receiv'd on our ſtage, 
for want of a pitiful preparative call'd making 
an intereſt ; which, by the decay of com- 
mon ſenſe, is become infamouſly, neceſſary. 
I have nothing particular to fear, from this 
probability, for J have the only profit J pro- 
poſe in the pleaſure of having tranſlated the 
Tragedy. But, I ſhould be ſorry, if the 
French, who will hardly confeſs we are 
abler judges of wit, ſhould impute our 
colder reception of Zara, to our deeper 
degeneracy : And the almoſt national eſta- 
bliſhment of blindneſs among us, as a poli- 

tical 
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tical modern improvement upon our old 
Engliſb conſtitution. 


Ir is with a view to your Lordſhip's pow- 
er of preventing ſo likely an accident, that 
I with your influence exerted :—That is 
your opinion, occaſionally declared, before 
its appearance, at the theatre: I have the 
honour to be, and to know a thouſand rea- 


ſons for being, with the greateſt reſpect and 
ſubmiſſion, 


My Lord, 
Your Loradſhip's Moſt obedient, 
And molt humble Servant. 
A. HiLL. 


1 * * 


2 2 


—— 


To Mr. Pops. 


Nov. 7, 1732. 

SIR, 77 1733 
HO' I have, really, no ſkill in the 
French—and am (perhaps, for that 
reaſon) not overfond of the language, yet, I 
read it with pleaſure, in reſpect to the uri- 
ters of that nation; and have ſeldom been 
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more ſtrongly delighted, than with the Tra- 
gedy of Zarre. 


1 nap ſeen nothing of Mr. Voltaire's be- 
fore, except the Henriade; and whether 
it was from my own want of taſte, or the 
poem's want e, fire, I found it too cold, 
for an epic ſpirit ; ſo conceiv'd but a mo- 
derate opinion, as to the dramatic attempts 


of the ſame author :—But, genius being | 


limited, we act too raſh, and unreaſonable 
a part, when we judge after ſo general a 
manner. Having been agreeably diſap- 
pointed in Zaire, it was due, as an atone- 
ment, that I ſhould contribute, to widen 
bis applauſe, whom I had thought of, too 


narrowly. 


I Havr, therefore, made this Tragedy 
ſpeak Engli/h, and ſhall bring it on the ſtage 
in a month, or two; where, though I have 
no intereſt in its ſucceſs, I ſhould be vex'd 
to have it miſcarry ; becauſe it is certainly, 


an excellent piece, and has not ſuffer'd, 1 


hope, ſo much in the tranſlation, as to juſti- 
fy a cold reception at London, after having 
run into the moſt general eſteem, at Paris. 
I will do all, in my power, to prepare the 


town to receive it, to which end I have 
given 
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given the profits to a gentleman, whoſe ac- 
quaintance is too large for his fortune; and 
your good taſte and good nature, aſſure me 


of your willing concurrence, ſo far, as 


not only to ſay of it, what it deſerves, but, 
to ſay it at ſuch times, and in ſuch man- 
ner, as you know beſt how to chuſe; in or- 


der to give your recommendation the in- 


tended good conſequence. 


Loxp Bolingbroke was a patron of Mr. 
Voltaire, and can effectually, advance the re- 
ception of his Play, among thoſe who are 
moſt his friends, and beſt able to ſupport 
it, at its appearance. I have ventur'd, to 
aſk it in the author's behalf; and beg, you 
would convey the letter and tranſlation, 


to my Lord's hands, as ſoon as you pleaſe, 
after you have read them. 


I wovLD deſire you to excuſe this trou- 
ble, if it were not to look, like a diſtruſt 
of that delight, which, I know, it gives you 


when you have an opportunity put into your 
hands, to do a kind, or a generous action, 


Tux laſt time I had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you, at Weſtminſter you were obſerving a- 
mong ſome rude beginnings of rock-work, 
which I am deſigning 1 in my garden, a little 


obeliſe 
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obel:ſſ of Jerſey Shells, overa groteſque portico 


for Pallas, againſt the park-wall. You, then, 
expreſs'd ſome thoughts of improvin g ſuch 


a uſe of thoſe ſhells, into a nobler obeliſk, 


among your beauties, at Twittenham, Al- 
low me to beſpeak for myſelf againſt next 
ſpring, the permiſſion of preſenting you the 
ſhells, meterials, and workmanſhip ; that I 
may havethe honour toplant in your gardens 
a probability of being, ſometimes, remem- 


ber'd by the maſter of that growing paradiſe. 


In the mean time,' be ſo good to accept this 
{maller parcel, juſt enough, (if there is vet 
to come, of the ſeaſon, half a week of dry 
weather without froſt,) to embelliſh your 
marine temple, by inſerting them, among the 
Hollows, between thoſe large ſhells, which 
compoſe it: where being plac'd in oblique 
poſition, ſo as to lie open to the weather, 


they will enlighten the gravity, and catch a 


diſtant eye, with a kind of ſhining propriety. 


I ovcnrT never to end a letter to you, 
without a with for your perfect health; be- 


cauſe it is impoſſible to think of you, with- 


out a pain from the reflection, that you 
Want it too often, I am, 8 


Yours &c. 
A. HIII. 
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To Mr. James TromPsoN. 


| Nov. 10, 1732. 
SIX, * 


T is long ſince I had the pleaſure to con- 
verſe with you, perſonally; but your 
true ſelf has been nearer, and 1 enjoy ſo 
frequent an intimacy with your mind, in 
thoſe generous tranſcripts of it, which the 
world is pofleſs'd of, that I don't know, 


whether I can ſay, with propriety, you have 


been abſent. 


As I greatly eſteem your genius, I muſt 
be ambitious of your fudgment; therefore, 
hope you will juſtify my partiality, who 
prefer this Tragedy of Zaire, to all the reſt 
of Mr. Voltaire's writings :. Some of which 
had impreſs'd me, with too flight an opi- 


nion of his capacity. 


In a month, or two, I ſhall bring Zara on 
the ſtage; where, as ſhe is neither dumb e- 
nough to forbear ſpeaking at all, nor briſk 
enough to talk ſmuttily, I am afraid, the ex- 
ample of her ſucceſs on the French Theatre, 

Vor. I. 3 Will 
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will hardly intitle her to a civil reception, 1 
good taſte, being the laſt of their faſhions, | 
we ſhall be fond of appearing in- 


Ir, after having read it yourſelf, you find 
it fit to be read by, or to ſuch of your 
friends, as can promote its ſucceſs, by their 
influence, I flatter myſelf you will do it that 
favour. And, if I might be particular, in r 
taſking your indulgence, Mr. Dodington 
ſhould be the firſt of the number, I have 
not enough the honour of his acquaintance 
to ſollicite his concern for ſupport of this 
Tragedy; but it has been, ſo juſtly applaud- 
ed at Par:s, that (abating for ſome loſs, it 
may have ſuſtain'd in the tranſlation, its ill 
reception at London, might bring a kind of 
infamy, on the nation; and Mr. Dodington 
is, too nobly, the ſon of his country to de- 
cline an opportunity of aſſerting her juſtice. 


As all my own copies are travelling, upon 
this errand, I take the liberty of ſending you [ 
one, that my daughter had writ, for herſelf ; | 
and which, tho' a little wild, in the cut of the 
letter, is, I believe, pretty free from errors 
of conſequence, I am 


Sir, Yours, &c. 


A. HILL. 
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1 Nov. 16, 1733. 
Map AM, 
INC E the Counteſs of Rutland will, 
to-night, have the advantage of looking 
like Miſs —— give me leave to beg, you 
would be even with her, and a&, like the 
Counteſs of Rutland. 


Hex di/treſsis the greate/?, that can break in 
upon human nature ; and in her ſcenes, with 
the guren, and with Eſex, there is no room 
far that beautiful apprehenſiveneſs — that 
unconſcious, and too diffident modeſty of 
movement, with which you are ſtill apt, 
I can't ſay, to cover, but a little to ſhade, the 
ſpirit of your ſhepe, and ation. 


Wnurx I ſaw you, in Selima, there was 
nothing to be wiſhed, more lovely. But I 
long'd for ſomething more miſerable. This 
is a very odd compliment to a Lady, for any 
of whoſe ſorrows I ſhould be truly afflicted. 
All that I mean is,—you filled our eye 
with your ſweetneſs, where our hearts ſhould 
have been hoo, for your ſufferings: And 
particularly, in that ſcene, where you plead- 

ed with Bajazet for life, tho' your action 
2 was 
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will hardly intitle her to a civil reception, 
good taſte, being the laſt of their faſhions, 
we ſhall be fond of appearing in- 


Ir, after having read it yourſelf, you find 
it fit to be read by, or to ſuch of your 
friends, as can promote its ſucceſs, by their 
influence, I flatter myſelf you will do it that 
favour. And, if I might be particular, in 
taſking your indulgence, Mr. Dodington 
ſhould be the firſt of the number. I have 
not enough the honour of his acquaintance 
to ſollicite his concern for ſupport of this 
Tragedy; but it has been, fo juſtly applaud - 
ed at Paris, that (abating for ſome loſs, it 
may have ſuſtain'd in the tranſlation, its ill 
reception at London, might bring a kind of 
infamy, on the nation; and Mr. Dodington 
is, too nobly, the ſon of his country to de- 
cline an opportunity of aſſerting her juſtice. 


As all my own copies are travelling, upon 
this errand, I take the liberty of ſending you 
one, that my daughter had writ, for herſelf ; 
and which, tho' a little wild, in the cut of the 


letter, is, I believe, pretty free from errors 


of conſequence, I am 
Sir, Tours, &c. 


A. HILL. f 
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| Nov. 16, 1733. 
Mapan, 
INCE the Counteſs of Rutland will, 
to-night, have the advantage of looking 
| like Miſs —— give me leave to beg, you 
| would be even with her, and act, like the 
| Counteſs of Rutland. 


Hex di/treſsis the greateſt, that can break in 
upon human nature ; and in her ſcenes, with 
the gucen, and with Eſex, there is no room 
for that beautiful apprehenſiveneſs — that 
unconſcious, and too diffident modeſty of 
movement, with which you are ſtill apt, 
I can't ſay, to cover, but a little to hade, the 
ſpirit of your ſhepe, and action. 


Wurx I ſaw you, in Selima, there was 
nothing to be wiſhed, more lovely. But I 
| long'd for ſomething more miſerable. This 
1 is a very odd compliment to a Lady, for any 
EZ of whoſe ſorrows I ſhould be truly afflicted. 
| All that I mean is,—you filled our eye 
I, with your ſweetneſs, where our hearts ſhould 

| have been ſhook, for your ſufferings: And 
particularly, in that ſcene, where you plead- 
ed with Bajazet for life, tho' your action 
4 Was 
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was beautifully 7%, it was not firong enough 
nor ſo wild and diſtracted, as it ought to 
have been, Let me beg you to remember 
it, to-night, and throw yourſelf, with an 
unreſerved boldneſs and freedom, into the 
livelieſt attitudes of dz/{reſs; fully aſſured, 
that a form, ſo finiſhed as yours, can have 
nothing to fear, from too ſpirited an acceſs 


of action; ſince the more /:ghts it is ſhown 


in, the more charms it diſcovers. 


You have already attained infinite graces 
in your improved manner of filling the 
ſtage, and looking, and ſeeming in earneſt. 
Pleaſe to conſider, how miraculouſly ſoon 
you are come this extraordinary length! 
--You have at moſt, but as far more to go 
as you have travelled already.—Suppoſe 
yourſelf at the middle ſtage, of a two days 
journey, you have no night behind, and 
every moment, from your next ſetting out 
opens, nearer and nearer, the place you long 
to arrive at. 


I nap, lately, the pleaſure of hearing 
you fay, that you did not yet know the 
ſtrength of your own voice, having never 
raiſed it high enough to find it in danger 

| of 
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of breaking. You cannot imagine, what an 


obligation I ſhall think it, if you will pre- 
vail on yourſelf, to make this trial to-night, 
only with this caution, whenever you raiſe 
it to let it riſe naturally; that is, without 
needleſs endeavours to make it ſweeter, than 
it is; but as much fronger and fuller, as 
much more diſtinct, pathetic, and weighty, 
as poſſible. 


I wisn I knew how to explain what I 
mean by werghty and pathetic. By weight 
I underſtand a foreful, and important 
dwelling upon the word, in its delivery, as if 


you would ſtamp it upon the underſtanding 


--as if you parted with it reluctantly, till 
convinced it would have its effect; as if 
your voice was hung upon the ſound, with as 
much earneſtneſs, as the eye of a lover 
would cling to a beauty, like yours, under 


ſudden apprehenſion of loſing it for ever, 


THEN, to prevent ſuch a dwelling on the 
utterance, from appearing af/efed, or tov 
whining, comes in the patbetic; which is 
nothing more, than that feeling ſignificance, 
that intereſted ſound of concern, that gives 


meaning to the tone it is ſpoke k 1 


N 3 will 
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will deſcribe, to you, one ſure and eaſy way, 
to hit this compleatly. 


Wurxxvrx you would expreſs any ſen- 
tence, in a more moving manner, than ordi- 
nary, remember, before you begin ſpeaking 
to draw up your breath hard, and then let 
it go, with a /g; but, in the very moment 
you let go the /g, begin to utter the ſ#n- 
fence along with it; and you will perceive 
a touching ſenſibility in the ſound of your 
words, which will ſwim down, as it were, 
upon the figh, with the ſtrength, agitation, 
and pointedneſs, of a boat, that is ſhooting 
the bridge--ſuppoſe the boat to be the ſound 
of the voice, and the /g, the ſtream that 
conveys it. | 


 THxRE is one thing more, which I muſt, 
of neceſſity, beg you to practiſe; and that 
is, the art of forgiving a good will, ſo.im- 
pertinent as that of, 


Madam, 
Your moſt humble 
And moſt obedient Servant, 


1 HII I. 
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To Mr. Those. 


| Fed. 175 1734. 
Dear SiR, 


O U have lately given me two plea- 
ſures; for one of them I am indebted 


to fortune, who brought me near you, (tho 
not quite near enough) the other night, at 
the Play-houſe. 


TE ſecond I owe to a hand, I am infi- 
nitely more proud to be obliged by; for I 
received your beautiful preſent of Liberty, 
from its author. 


IT will be, in all ſenſes, an ornament to 
my ſtudy. It will alſo be ſuch to my heart, 
and my memory; for I ſhall never be able 
to think of a lovelineſs in moral, a frankneſs 
in ſocial, or a penetration in political life, to 
which you have not, in this inimitable 
maſter-piece, both of language and genius, 
given a force, and a delicacy, which few 

ſhall be born with a capacity to feel, and 
none ever with a capacity to excced. 


I ron'T. 
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I Don'T know a pleaſure I ſhould enjoy 
with more pride, than that of filling up the 
leiſure of a well-employed year, in exerting 
the critic, on your poem ; in conſidering it 
firſt, with a view to the vaſtneſs of its con- 
ception, in the general plan; ſecondly, to 
the grandeur, the depth, the unleaning, 
ſelf-ſupported richneſs of the ſentiments ; 
and, thirdly, to the ſtrength, the elegance, 
the muſick, the comprehenſive, living ener- 
gy, and cloſe propriety of your expreſſion. 


I Look upon this mighty work, as the 
laſt fretched blaze of our expiring genius. 
It is the dying effort of deſpairing and in- 
dignant virtue, and wall ſtand, like one of 
thoſe immortal pyramids, which carry their 
magnificence thro' times, that wonder, to 
ſee nothing round them, but uncomfitable 


deſart! 


Ver you muſt give me leave, while I but 
admire your genius, to love your ſoul, that has 
ſuch compaſs of humanity ! your poem is 
not newer, than your ind; nor your ex- 
preſjion ſtronger, than your virtue. 


WHrHaAT- 


oy 
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WHaATEveR ſchool-enthufiaſm has miſ- 


_ dreamt of Homer, that he knew all arts, 


and that his works have taught their prac- 
tice, might be almoſt ſaid, and proved, of 
Mr. Thompſon's Liberty, without partiality, 
or flattery ; whatever has been ſuffered, done, 

or thorght, thro' all the revolutions of for- 


gotten time, your more than magir muſe 


revokes, reacts, and animates. till we be- 
come cotemporaries of every buſy age, and 


ſee, and feel the changes, which they ſhone, 


or ſunk by. 


"'T1s poſhble, that this devoted nation, 
irrecoverably loſt in luxury, may, like your 


A artiſt, form, 
On higher life i intent, its ſilken tomb. 


It may riſe to future animation, and (its 
wealth, its pride, and commerce loſt) loſe 
alſo its corruption, and re-triumph, in the 
{ſtrength of un-defiring poverty. For, cer- 
tainly, you have detected the ſole root of eve- 


ry Engliſh evil, you deplore, ſo beautifully. 


Whenever puff'd with pow'r, and gorg'd 
with wealth, 
Nations, likeours, let trade, enormous riſe, 


And 
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And Eaſt, and South, their mingled trea- 
ſure pour; 

Then, ſwell'd impetuous, the corrupting flood 

Burſts o'er the city, and de vours the land. 


TulxRk, ſeriouſly, upon this obſervation, 
and try, if, in all your intimate acquaintance 
with paſt ages, you can find a people long, 
at once, retaining public virtue; and ex- 
tended commerce. 


SkARch, too, as much in vain, for one, 
who is, with warmer truth, and better 
founded zeal, than I am, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient 


And moſt humble Servant, 


A. HILI. 


To 
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To Lady WALPOLE. 


May 30, 1734 


Mapa, 
12 HE ſhadowy beginnings of a rock- 
work, in my ſpeck of garden, are not 
yet in a condition to have deſerved the ho- 
nour of your Ladythip's eye. They ought 
to have been veiled from fo penetrating a 
judgment; for, I know, your genius is ce- 
lebrated for its taſte and propriety, in this 
kind of ornament. 


Bur my ſervants having informed me, 
that your ladyſhip ſeem'd deſirous to know 


what compoſitions I uſe, in cementing the RY 


pebbles, and fhell-work, and where, and at 
what rates, the ue flones are to be procu- 
red, I take the liberty to addreſs a written 
anſwer to your hand, becanſe it would 
charm me, to ſee a fancy ſo able and ele- 
vant, exerting itſelf this way, in a ſituation 
ſo tempting, and ſo nobly adapted, as your 
Ladyſhip's garden at Chelſea, where the de- 
cline of the ground toward the river, and 
the neighbourhood of London, added to the 
dignity, which the work would receive 
from the name and rank of its owner, 

3 would 
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would do honour to our country's taſte, in 
an improvment at once, the moſt beautiful 
and neglected, of all our garden embel- 
liſhments. 


AnD yet it is the imagination that does 
all in this amuſement. The expence is 
trifling, and inconfiderable—not ſo much 
as Tarras is neceſlary, except on the roofs or 
copings of places, expoſed to the wet: But 
on the ſides, even of thoſe open places, and 
on every part of ſuch, as are covered, no- 
thing further is requiſite, than a mixture of 
two parts of hard, round ſand, with one 
part common lime, well beat together, with 
a moderate proportion of hair. This is to 
be laid pretty thick on the work, deſigned 
to be covered, and the ſtones, ſhells, Gc. 
prefſed hard and cloſe into the mortar, 
which will grow dry enough, in two or 
three hours, to be proof againſt all weather, 


Tux blue ſtones are choſen clinkers, from 
the glaſs-houſes. They are produced from 
the breaking of melted pots, filled with 
metal, for there fineſt ſorts of glaſs. Theſe 
will be of no farther coſt, than an incon- 
ſiderable preſent to the workmen, added to 
the very ſmall expence, of having them 

picked 
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picked out of the cinder beaps, and brought 
in boats to your garden. 


I PROCURED my Helle, at firſt, at very 
chargeable rates, from the roy. hops, here in 
town; but I have ſince had them brought 
me from the places of their growth, at leſs 
than the twentieth part of what they before 
uſed to coſt me. 


Mr intent was, to cover a little town gar- 
den, by way of model for a deſign, which 
I have ſome thoughts of executing, at large, 
' where I have more room, in the country. 
But I find myſelf ſo crowded, as to want 
ſpace, even for a model. 


In the mean time, I ought to have, in my 
eye, the example of a coquette haymaker, who 
would not allow herſelf to be called pretty, 
at preſent; but confeſſed, ſhe ſhould be 
worth /ooking at, when ſhe came to church, 
next Sunday. I will, therefore, ſketch out, 
for your Ladyſhip, a little idea of the Tem- 
ple of Happineſs, as I purpoſed it, from that 
rude foundation, with four entrances, in the 
middle of my garden ; but your Ladyſhip 

ſaw 
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ſaw it undreſſed, and as void of ornament, 
as the haymaker. 


IF any of your Ladyſhip's ſervants bring 
word to my houſe, that they have your 
permiſſion, at ſome time, when leaſt incon- 
venient, to ſhew me that part of your gar- 
den, where the rock-work is deſigned to be 
raiſed, I ſhall more fully conceive both the 
purpoſe and occaſion, which the ſituation 
may point out ; and will, very readily, do 
myſelf the honour, to ſend your Ladyſhip 


whatever hints may offer. I am, with great 
reſpect, 


Your Ladyſhip's 


Moſt obedient Servant, 


A. Hitt. 


Dear 
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Jo Lady WALPOLE. 


| June 8, 1734. 

Mapan, 

Have the honour to ſend your Lady- 

ſhip the draught, which 1 promiſed, of 
a Rock-work, defigned for my garden ; but 
it is ſuch a draught, as cannot fail to ba- 
lance what approbation you may give it, by 
the ſmiles it will furniſh you with, at my 
aukward manner of doing it ; for, not ha- 
ving the leaſt notion of drawing, I have 
made a very poor ſhift, to ſketch out the 
bare outlines of my meaning. This plan 
in a garden of mine, muſt aſſume no loftier 
a name, than that of The Cave of Content. 
In any of your Ladyſhip's, it would have 
expected to be called, The Temple of Hap- 

Ping. 


Tu whole ſpace, as I intended to de- 
{cribe it, is a ſquare of 300 feet; of which 
the circle, in the center, includes one hun- 
dred. This inner diviſion is quite private, 
being ſeparated from the reſt, by a wall 
round the circular cloiſter, whoſe piazzas, 
in front, open, on all ſides, to the 3 

N 
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Ox the top of an artificial hill, within this 
circle, ſtands the temple of happineſs, 
high enough to be viſible, in all parts of the 
parden, having the Cave of content, in a 
leſs expoſed ſituation, on the fide of the 


hill, below it ; and overlooking, at its im- 
mediate foot, a little ring of corn fields, and 


meadows, round a thatched country cot- 
tage. This proſpect is extended, by rural 
paintings in freſco, upon the flat of the ſur- 
rounding wall, while the Temple com- 
mands, at due diſtance, a view of the proud 
er parts of the garden. 


To this center tend, directly, four great 
paſſages, beſides eight bye. paths, through 
the wood; yet, of all the twelve ways, 
one only Leads into the encloſure, tho each 
of them ſeems to promiſe an eaſy and imme 
diate admiſſion ; for that the curioſity may 
be attracted, the ſtatue of happineſs ſtands 
viſible, over the dome of the temple, hold- 
ing out an elevated torch in an attitude of 
invitation. 


Tur four direct paſſages ar are four grottos 
of Rock-work ; their outfides rugged and 


irregular ; ; adorned with ſhells, of the 
largeſt 
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largeſt kinds; but their inſides beautified, 


after a nicer and more finiſhed manner: 
Theſe are the grottos of Power, of Ricn- 
Es, of HoNouR, and of LEARNING; diſ- 


tinguiſhed each by its proper ſtatue, placed 
over the entrance. 


Deſcription of the Grotto of PowRR. 


THE numbers, 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. in this 
grotto, are windows, or groteſque openings, 
each of which gives proſpect to a different 
walk, through the wood, terminated by a 
figure, proper to the poſition : Theſe are 
the ſtatues of FAME, REVEN GE, VICTOR, 
VIoLENC RE, PRIDE, and SECURITY ; the 
ſix moſt natural perſuits, in the attainments 


of power. 


Tux intermediate ſpaces, betwixt the 
windows, on both ſides of this Grotto, are 
adorned with rocks, which widen inward 
in different degrees, ſo as make the pal- 
ſage winding and irregular. 


Upon, and among theſe rocks, are repre» 
ſented, in /bell-work, of all ſizes and colours 
the forms of military weapons, antient and 
modern; as alſo the ruins of old caſtles and 

Vor. I. ” towers 


258 Ox TGINAL LETTERS. 


towers. And from caves, up and down, 
within the rocks, hang chryſtals of ſalt- pe- 


tre the foundation of that friend of power, 
gunpowder, 


Tk end of this Grotto, inſtead of intro- 
ducing to the Cave of Content, opens into 
the circular cloiſter, that fronts outward, 
upon the walks and canals; theſe canals, 
being four in number, are terminated, each 
by its proper mount-(compoſed of the earth 
that is dug up, in forming it) adorned with 
wood, and rocks, over which fall ſheets of 
water. 


Tux gravel-walks (from 7 and 7) end in 
caves, which give paſſage, under the 
mount, by a vaulted ſemicircle, and open in 


front, to the water, between groteſque pil- 
lars of ſhell- work. 


THe walks (from 8 to 8) end in rocky 
aſcents to the tops of the mounts.—Down 
from the other fides of which mounts, de- 
ſcend paths, into the outward garden, 
whereof this whole plan is but the center. 


* 


AT 9 and 9, which is an entrance into 
one 
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one of the bye- alleys, ſtand the ſtatues of 
MarL1ce and SHoORT-SIGHTEDNESS ; (their 
names inſcribed on their pedeſtals) pointing 
into the wood, with an air of invitation, 
This winding path, once entered, leads to 
a cavern, to be known, by its inſcription, for 
the Grotto of PATRIOT Is. Deſcending 
into this grotto, it leads through a ſubterra- 
nean paſſage, which, inſtead of coming out 
at the Cave of Content, riſes upon a baſon, 
to be called, the Fountain of Folly, properly 
diſtinguiſhed, in the midſt of the wood ; 
wherein is the ſtatue of a foo/ (with a cap 
and bell) very buſily waſhing a Blackamore, 
who laughs, and lolls out his tongue, at the 
fruitleſs ſollicitude of the labour. 


AT 10 and 10, in the oppoſite quarter 
are the ſtatues of BENEVvoLENCE and Prrv. 
The attitudes of theſe, alſo, invite to the 
wiſh'd-for center, but the covered alley be- 
tween them, leading, firſt thro' the grot of 
MuNIFICENCE, after a winding and intri- 


cate deſcent, opens into the S7nk of ingrati- 
te., 


N. B. ALL theſe grottos, ſtatues, and pla- 


ces, are expreſſed, by ſignificant peculiar — 


helped, however, by inſcription of their 
_ names, 
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names, to leave no burthen upon the ap- 


prehenſion. 


Deſeri tion of the Grotto of Richxs. 


THE ix windows, in this grotto, ſhew, at 
the ends of their ſeveral viſtas, the ſix ſta- 
tues of Luxury, IN DOLENcE, VANITY, 
BL1INDNEss, DEArNEs and DANGER.— 
Note, the ſtatues are caſt, to new deſigns, in 
moulds, from drawings purpoſely imagined, 
ſo as to expreſs the ſpirit of their characters. 


THE rocks, along the inſide of this grot- 
to, are to be compoſed, chietly, of glaſs- 
houſe clinkers, enlivened by the oars, and 
glittering ſpar of metals; one rock repre- 
ſents Poti, in Peru, where Indians in (little 
figures) are buſy, at the ſeverals taſks, of 


breaking, raifing, and ſmelting the filver 


_ var,—Another rock has the repreſentation 
of Africans, gathering gold duſt, at the bot- 
tom of a water-fall, and waſhing the earth 
from it, in feves. A third rock reſembles the 
Haft-Indians manner of digging, and ſearch- 
ing, in their diamond mines.—N. B. The 
rock-work of this grotto is to be illu- 


minated, by pieces of tranſparent chryſtal, 


and coloured glaſs-jewels, repreſenting ru- 
bies, 


* 
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bies, emeralds, Cc. properly placed; and 
the whole made, every where, as bright and 
glowing as poſſible, to its end, where it o- 
pens into the circular cloiſter. 


THE Mane at the bye-path, on the left 
(marked 9 and 9g) are thoſe of IndusTRY 
and HoNnesTy.--They direct to the grot of 
DisT1NCT1oN, which being entered, brings 
you out, into the kennel of Envy, whoſe. 
figure is ſupported on both ſides, by a guard 
of dogs, in the attitude of barking. | 


IN the right-hand quarter (at 10 and 10) 
ftand the ſtatues of REASON and INNo- 
CENCF. The path that enters the wood, 
between theſe two, brings you on to the 
grot of INDEPENDENCE ; into which ha- 
ving entered, you paſs down a ſtrait, ſhort, 
hollow way, and riſe on a ſudden, among 
corn fields, within the center, in view of 


the houſe of Content, and in the path to the 


Temple of Happineſs. 


IT would be tedious to explain what pro- 
priety has been aimed at, in the poſition of 
theſe figures. But juſt to touch it, in this 
place, once for all, the grot of independence 


could not properly be found, but in the 
gauarter 


25 
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quarter of riches, ſince, tho' reaſon is the 
guide, yet hat might be bowed by calami- 
ty: But it is placed on the right, in that 
quarter, becauſe another of the guides muſt 
be Innocence, for guilt is not capable of 
independence. 


: Deſcription of the Grotto of HonouR. 


Tus fix windows here, direct the eye to 
the fix ſtatues of AMuBITION, HATRED, 
JEALovsy, PAIN, CENSURE, and CERE- 
MONY. 


Uro the rocks, along the paſſage, thro' 
this grotto, are repreſented, in ſhell-work, 
of all ſhades, ſizes, and colours, the different 
crowns and diadems, imperial, papal, and 
royal; as alſo, the coronets, which diſtin- 
guiſh the degrees of nobility, together with 
the ribbands, collars, and croſſes, of all 
the orders of knighthood. The rocks, too, 
are every where, in the propereſt places 
plumed with ſea feathers, and branches of 
coral; and this grotto, like the reſt, opens 
into the circular cloiſter. 


Tar ſtatues, at the covered alley (mark'd 
9 and 9) are thoſe of HEALTH and Goop- 
. 72 e 
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NATURE. They lead through the grotto 
of Love, till he aſcends into a thicket of ro- 
ſes, jeſſamins, and honeyſuckles, which end 
gradually, in a little wilderneſs of briars, 
thiſtles, and furze-buſhes; in the center of 
all which, appears the rock of RePEN- 
TANCE, Covered over with moſs, out of 
which water drops, weeping and melan- 
choly. 


In the quarter, on the right, (marked 10 
and 10) ſtand the ſtatues of Baccuvs and 
FLoRA, pointing inward, to the grotto of 
PLEASURE; which, after a riſing and airy 
advance, comes out upon the Temple of 
DEATH, in an area, ſurrounded by yew- 
trees, and filled with tombs, repreſenting a 
church-yard. 


Deſcription of the Grotto of LEARNING. 


The fix ſtatues ſeen through the ſix win- 


dows of this grotto, are thoſe of CuR10s1- 
TY, DisqQuitT, DousT, SICKNEss, ILL- 


BREEDING, and CoNCE 1 TEDNESS, 


Id the paſlage along this grotto, the 
rocks are adorned with the figures (in little) 


of Phyloſophy, Chemiſtry, A; genen &c. in 


ER 9 4 actions, 
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actions, poſitions, and attitudes, all fuited 
to their characters; together with compoſi- 
tions, in ſhell- work, reſembling teleſcopes, 
quadrants, compaſs books, printing preſſes, 
and other inſtruments of ſcience; till it 
ends in the circular cloiſter. 


Ar the figures (9 and 9) on the left of 
this quarter, the ſtatues of Fancy and 
IDLENEss, invite into the wood, and point 


on, to the grotto of WIr; through which 


the way ſeems open and lively, but grows 
narrower, as it advances, till it ends, at laſt 
in the hovel of PovERT . 


On the right, (at 10 and 10) are the ſta- 
tues of SPLEEN and DISAPPOINTMENT ; 
--theſe point, one with an angry, and one 
with a melancholy air, as toward the Cave 
of Content ; but the path, that enters be- 
tween them, leads to the grotto of Sor 1- 
TUDE ; which, after a winding under- 
ground deſcent, opens, dark, into the vault 
of DEspA IR; whence a gloomy aſcent, up 


a broken ſtone ſtair-caſe, brings you out 


upon a groteſque pediment, in the midit of 
the canal, at B, where the next ſtep muſt be 
drowning, 


Tais, 
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Tx1s, Madam, in general, is the plan 
but it will give room, for abundance of addi- 
tional ornaments, which it would be tedious 
to particularize. The expence of this kind 
of work differs incredibly, according to the 
manner in. which it is executed ; but the 
moſt natural is not only the cheapeſt, 


but will alſo be found the moſt beautiful. 


IT rave given your Ladyſhip but a very 
imperfect idea of my rock-work ; but 
whatever conception you may have of my 
garden, I beg you to be aſſured, that its 
owner is, with great reſpect, 


Your Ladyſhip's 
Moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 


A. HiLL. 
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OZ. 16, 1734. 

DAR SIR, 
H O' I had the pleaſure of reading 
your new Play, immediately after 
your ſending it me; yet, as I have, for 
ſome time paſt, had my thoughts a good 


deal bent, upon a dryer and leſs agree- 


able fubject, I have taken the liberty to 
keep it a week longer than I ought, that 
I might go over it with a more careful and 
intent application. 


THe moral is very generous and inſtruc- 
tive: But, it 1s eaſier to laugh than think; 


and I am almoſt afraid, you might have 
promiſed yourſelf a ſurer ſucceſs, if, with 
leſs regard to the purpoſe of your Play, you 
had ſhewn more to the gazety of it. 


IT is a miſerable obſervation, which may 


be made, every night, in our Theatres — 
that meaning is filently pardened, while folly 
is miſ-called entertainment, and received 
with uproar and tranſport : They are awake 


to nothing but hurry ; and that too, to the 


moſt dark and dirty kinds of it. They ap- 


prove of nothing, that they are able to ſee 
5 through. 
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through. Their taſte, as they wrongfully 


call it, is a kind of muddy vivacity ; which, 
like the working of a beer-barrel, fills the 


body of the veſſel with confuſion, and 
throws the noiſe, and the droſs, to the 
ſurface. 


In general, I fear, no Comedy will, at 
preſent, be well received, upon our ſtages, 
except it is one, of the low, light turn of 
humour, where every thing is calculated 
for mirth, and nothing left to reflection. 


THERE is ſomething very ſtriking in the 
deſign of Violetta's perplexing gay life, in 
order to correct and remove her lover's jea- 
louſy. The contraſt, too, will be humorous 
and diverting between the miſtreſſes and 
maids, transformed like the men and the 
maſters.— I don't know, whether it might 
deſerve to be thought ſome heightening tothe 
ſpirit of this part of the plot, not to leave 
the ladies ſubſtituting their maids in their 
places, to meer fancy, or jumping into a 
like humour with their lovers, — but rather 
to ſuppoſe it the effect of ſome diſcovery of 
ſuch a deſign, in the gentlemen — ſo, to 


match them, at their own weapons. 


I xNnow 
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I KNow your good ſenſe, too well, to 
doubt of your pardon, if I am fincere 
_ enough, to diſlike the too ſtrong colours, in 
your painting the widow's coarſe com- 
plexion. — The /#eneſs is natural enough; 
but ſhe ſeems too ugly to be looked upon, 
by the ladies, without confuſion. 


I am very much obliged to you for the 
honour you intended me, on Sunday. In a 
few days, when I have got through a little 
hurry, I am under, at preſent, I will bring 
you my thanks to your lodgings, and be 
fuller, on the particulars of this Comedy, 
which you have given me the pleaſure of 
peruſing. I am, with perfect reſpec, 


Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble Servant, 


A, HIL. 


To 
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To the Honourable Mrs. DEVEREUx, 
at the Bath. 


Oct. 20, 1734. 
Map AM, Boy 
FF I had never had the honour of ſceing 

you, I might have heen in danger of be- 
lieving, that nothing could be more charm- 
ing than your better. 


BuT you have, in common with your 
eyes, and your diamonds, the quality of ſhi- 
ning with new /uſtre, in every new light, 
through which you are looked at. 


I canNoT wonder, that the public diver- 
ſions have an enemy in your ladyſhip ; yet 
they have one title to your favour ; — and 
that is, from the pity, wherewith a heart ſo 
generous, as yours, muſt conſider the 
wretched, and the incurable. 


WHATEVER could have given occaſion, 
for ſo long a ſtay, as you have made, at 
Bath, muſt have been ſure of our envy and 


diſapprobation, at London. — But, there is no 
being patient, under the provocation of ſuch 


an 
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an image, as a mind, fo excellent as your 
Ladyſhip's, ſubmitting its quiet to the har- 
rowings of law perplexities! If there is 
ſuch a rarity in nature, as a man, of your 
vivacity, he would feel leſs mortification, 


under the pennance of driving a ſnail, from 
Thlland to Italy. 


Mr. Blythe is too good for a world, fo 
unlike him; or he could not forgive me a 
neglect, that I have, however, but ſeemed 


to be guilty of. A long journey, of fix 
weeks, kept his letter out of my hands, till 
I imagined, by the time I had heard fixed, 
for your leaving Bath, my anſwer could not 
haye found him. The pleaſure I received, 
with that beautiful and obliging letter, was 
too great, to have remained unacknow- 
ledged ; which I will aſſure him, under 
my hand, if I hear, that you Ladyſhip's 
ſtay, where you are, is not to be ſo ſhort, 
as I wiſh it. 


IAM fo proud to obey your commands, 


Madam, that I ſhould readily have delivered, 


to Grace, Wiſdom, and Juſtice, the regard 
you are pleaſed to expreſs, in the com- 
miſſion you ſent me, in your Poſtſcript ; 

1 but, 
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but, I found, upon enquiry, that they were 
gone, with your Ladyſhip, to Bath; and 
there is nothing more reaſonable, than to 
conclude, that Monarchy is to be found, in 
their company. 


I am, and ſo is every body, I have a 
claim in, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Madam, 
Your Ladyſhip's moſt obliged, 


Ovedient humble Servant, 


A. HILL. 


SIR, 
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Oct. 23, 1734. 
51 R 3» 1734 
T HE pleaſure you gave me, in Othell, 
=> was ſo new and ſurprizing, that I can- 
not forbear ſending you my private acknow- 
ledgment, though you have been better 
thanked by the voice of the people. 


' Pantomimes and Operas had almoſt given 
me a diſtaſte to muſick ; but I am recon- 
ciled to it, in your ſpeaking. 


Tux ghojt of Mr. Booth ſeems to have 
appeared, in Covent Garden, to remove a 
deſpair, which the town was brought un- 
der, of ever hearing a Tragic Actor, with 
patience, *till after the force and the ſweet- 
neſs of that great ſpeaker ſhould be forgot- 
ten, amongſt us. 


IN the midſt of your juſt applauſe, 


which gives me a delight, as ſincere and 
lively as your own, permit me to offer a 
hint, or two, which, if you have leiſure to 
weigh, before your next appearance, may, 
by ſuch a genius as yours, be improved into 


© gourd againſt ſome little relaxations, which 
have 
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have employed the ſpleen of a few cenſo- 
rious triflers — men, who having a blindneſs 
in their underſtandings, are kept dark, to 
the moſt delicate beauties. | 


SoME of theſe remarked, at your firſt 
entrance, a languid hanging of the head and 
arms, very different from your animated 
geſture, when you became fired with the 
paſſions in the character. Good ſenſe, and 


good nature would have known how to 
account for this, and conſidered it as an 


effect of concern, and the merit of mo- 
deſty: But, as the firſt appearance ſtrikes 
moſt ſtrongly, and it is eaſier to receive, 
than to remove, a bad impreſſion, I could 
wiſh, you would aſſume, from your very 
firſt ſtep upon the ſtage, all that warlike 
boldneſs of air, that ariſes from keeping the 
nerves as well of the arms, as the legs) 
ſtrongly braced, and the viſage erect and 
aweful; carrying marks of that conſcious 


ſuperiority, inſeparable from a character, fo 
dignified as Orbells's. 


Ix purſuance of this caution, you will na- 


turally be mindful, on two particular occa- - 


ſions: Firſt — where, in kneeling, your 
Vor. I. N — right 
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right foot, inſtead of being turned outward, 
ſtood bent the contrary way. — And, ſe- 
condly — when, at your arrival in Qprus, 
you ran ſo eagerly to the arms of Deſde- 
mona, that love (as is commonly the caſe) 
made you unmindful of your greatneſs, 
which might, however, be well enough pre- 
ſerved here, by a certain ſtately, yet tender, 
advance, not tripping lightly, to her embrace ; 
but a little quickening the „ep, more ſtrong- 
ly extending the arms, gently inclining the 
breaſt, not the head, and ſending your de, 
as it were, before you,. with a kind of amo- 
rous delight, in approaching her. 


 SoMETIMES, either by turning your face 
too much from the front, or not enough rai- 
ſing the articulation of your voice, we loſt a 
line, or half a line, in the boxes. This, or 
more, we could 9 have ſpared to ſome 
of your brothers, but none are willing to give 
up words, where every accent is harmony. 


For the ſame reaſon, you will always be 
ſure to pleaſe moſt, by how much the more 
diſtinctly, and ſignificantly, you dwell upon 
expreſſions, which ought to be emphati- 
cal: — Too running and unpointed an ut- 
terance takes off from the pathetic, that 

ſhould 
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ſhould never be wanting in Othello, He 


fore, weight ſhould never be abſent, in the 


tone that expreſſes it, no more than in the 


look that accompanies, or in the a&#ion that 
imprints it. A particular inference will 
follow this obſervation, with reſpect to ſen- 
tences, where they have any thing ſtrikingly 
peculiar, which ſhould always be both pre- 
ceded and cloſed, by a pauſe of conſiderable 
length; to awaken and prepare expecta- 
tion, and the other to give time for reflec- 
tion, that, ſo, the image may deſcend per- 
fect, from the ear to the under/landing. 


By effect of judicious pauſes, too, taking 
breath in well-choſen places, a voice, of 
ſuch compaſs as yours, may, in the higheſt 
torrent of paſſion, riſe ſtill ſtronger and 
clearer, beyond belief or example. 


In the number of your beauties, I was 
extremely pleaſed with one, as it was not 
only natural, but almoſt ſolely your own. — 
It was that impreſſive attention, with which 
you liſtened, while ſpoke to, and the intent 
direction of your eye to its proper objec, on 


the lage; whereas, it is common, among 
modern actors, to beſtow their /ooks, and 
Te © ́¹òn their 


ſays nothing, that is not 7mportant ; there- 
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their /anguage, upon the audience; whom, 
by that means, they are ſure to put in mind, 
that they are only Players, and in jeſt; and 
ſo deſtroy the nobleſt delight of the ſcene; 
which is, that we ſhould be deceived into 


a ſuppoſition, that it is not 7mtation, but 
reality. 


I ForBEaAR to with you ſucceſs, becauſe it 
is a conſequence, and you are ſure of it: 
Neither will I with you ey, ſince the foun 


ſhould rather be congratulated upon the 


diſcovery, that Tragedy need not be //?, for 
want of an Aclor, who is capable of ſap- 


porting it; yet, I am, very truly, and very 
much, | 
Sir, 


Your Well-wiſher, 
Aud moſt humble Servant, 


A. Hitt. 


To 
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To Mr. Tyomesov. 
Jan. 17, 1735. 


DEAR SIR, 
F you were about to deſcribe beauty, to 

ſome lady of exquiſite charms, it would 
be but a mixture of juſtice and gallantry, 
to lead her to her /ooking-glaſs. 


1 rave the very fame reafon, for repla- 


cing the preſent, you were fo kind as to 


make me of your admirable poem, by ano- 
ther, of the ſame impreſſion, which I had 
ſent for to the bookſeller's. 


Bur, to go on poet-like, and ſtretch the 
compariſon, as far as it will bear — it is pro- 
bable, upon looking in the glaſs, the lady 
might diſcover, that ſhe had put a patch in 
the wrong place, and rectify that little ef- 
fect of her having dreſſed herſelf too ha- 
ſtily. — So I flatter myſelf, you will for- 
give the zeal of my friendſhip, where it 
has marked out the inattention of a maſterly 
conceiver, over your expreſſion, in ſome 


parts of the poem, 


I ow 
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I oBsERvE this, with the ſincerity of a 
man, who loves, and who knows why he 


loves you; — who has always been warm'd 


by your genius, and ambitious of your repu- 
tation. I never ſaw more energy in poetry; 
never 7magery more glowing ; never ſenti- 
ments more elevated, than in the pieces Mr. 
Thompſon has publiſhed. And, to crown all 
the reſt, never was there expre//ion more 
ſtrongly eaſy, more clearly illuſtrative, than 
in every one of them, except this /aft : 
How happens it, that you would change a 
grace, almoſt peculiar to yourſelf, in favour 
of tranſpoſition and obſcurity, by endea- 
vouring after beauties, which, I am ſure, 
are unneceſſary to your poem, and (I fear) 
unnatural to our idiom. 


NoTuinG recommends blank verſe, at 
all, but that it gives full liberty, to ſuit ex- 


preſſion to the ſtrength and clearneſs of 


ideas. If ſo, the obſcurity, or hardneſs, 


muſt be leſs excuſable, 


«© Wk the ſrong phraſc mould roll 
proſeund and clear ; 


where it has the pretence of being com- 
pelled, by the neceſſity of a rhymer's uni- 
ſon; 


o 
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ſon ; in which laſt caſe, though we do not 
approve, an unnatural conſtruction, we are 
taught, by cuſtom, to expect it. 


To avoid encumbering you with quota- 
tions, from all thoſe places in your poem, 
whereto reference muſt have been made, 
to particularize my meaning, I chuſe rather 
to ſend you the poem, marked, as I went 
through it the ſecond time, only for my 
private experiment, whether that obſcurity 
which I ſeem'd to meet with (a novelty ſo 
ſurprizing in your writings) was from want 
of apprehenſion, in myſelf, or a real diffi- 
culty, that might be removed, by change of 
a word, here and there ; and the glowing 


felicity of the thoughts, by that means, un- 


veiled from a kind of cloudineſs, the effect 
of your new turn, in expreſſion. 


Have you not indulged, a little too much, 


the remiſſneſs of your Printer, with regard 


to his pointing? or, ſhould you not rather 
call it his accuracy; For, in a multitude 


of places, it inverts the very ſenſe, and, every 
where, increaſes the 4 * 


7 4c: . 
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I uAvx another attack to make on your 
Printer; he perplexes us, in our pleaſure, 
by running the ſections too long. In a 
poet, ſo rich in his matter, and ſo figurative 
in his fancy, it is not merely, as a reſting- 
place for his eye, that we delight in ſhort 
.diviſions, and breaks, at the cloſe of a ſenſe. 


— We wiſh them, as ſo many ſtages for 


reflection. — We are ſorry to out-run inten- 
tion, and fall in upon new preſpetts, when 
we had purpoſed to ſtop, at the firſt „ile, 


in order to look hach, and dwell upon paſt 
beauties, 


Too trivial an attachment to ine/entials, 


is an affected and deſpicable formality : But, 


there are ſometimes condemned, in that 


miſtaken diſapprobation, things ornamental 
and inſtructive, I refer you, for example, 


to your own indifference, for diſtinguiſhing: 
ſubſtantives, by capital letters, as if this 


were a printer's nicety ; whereby, in ſome 
paits of your poem, I found myſelf a- 
ground, or led aſtray, by a confuſion of 
nouns with verbs of the ſame houſe, which, 
wanting this typical diſtinction of capitals, 
marking the former, muſt, of neceſſity, en- 
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tangle the reader. Caſt your eye, for an 


inſtance, upon the word blaze, in the 3oth 
page of your poem. 


IrALIc Demands for emphafis, have, ſome- 
times, too, (as in verſe the 3d; page 25.) 
the plea, of almoſt a neceſſity, in their fa- 
vour ; elſe, injuſtice would be done to a 


ſtrength, ar to an elegance; for theſe are in- 


fallibly loſt to nine readers in ten; I include 
even poetical readers; ſo that it is not a 


vanity, that would court admiration — but 


a help, that would animate conception. 


AFTER having ventured to ſay all this, in 
proof of my ſincere affection for the author, 
it is due to myſelf (leſt I bedull myſelf into a 
Critic) that I ſay ſomething, to manifeſt my 
taſte of the poem : But, becauſe it would 
be impoſſible, for me, to expreſs ſuch a 
power, as I feel there is in it, let me con- 


clude, with this ſhort declaration. 


IT is all over ſou/: It inſpires, and muſt, 


therefore, have been inſpired. The images 


live in it, (as you ſay ſculpture does) in the 


neighbourhood of Rome). They ſtand out, 
and preſent themſelves to the touch, as if not 


deſcribed, 
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deſcribed, but embodied. Yet, one is led, 
by the turn of your ſentiments, to ſuſpect 
you of robbery, as if you had ſtolen from 
| unhappy 1aly, what, in the poverty of her 
| preſent condition, ſhe can, of all things, 
; leaſt ſpare ; for, while you are writing of 
old Rome's liberty, you ſeem to have ſucked 
1 in, with the Roman air, the ſoul of an old Ro- 
man. Go on, in your glorious endeavours, 
to lig bt up the north, with this fire. We 
has always been lovers of liberty, in her 
. coarſeneſs, and rugged ſimplicity; teach us 
to taſte her, in her politeneſs ; teach us to be 
free, without inſolence; and elegant, without 
luxury; to be learned, at once, and warlike; 
to be traders, but not tradeſmen ; and, in 
fine, to deſerve, by our happineſs, the envy 
of the reſt of the world, but to eſcape it, by 
our humanity. If this is in verſe, you can 
do it ; and, I am ſure, you will always be 


willing, or your heart is leſs known than 
your genius, to, 


Dear Sir, Yours, &c. 
A. Het: 
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To Mr. THOMPSON, 


Sept. 5, 738. 
DE AR SIR, | 


WILL no longer be ſorry, that the 


notice, I ſent you, in relation to Zara, 
lay two months, at your lodgings, ſince 
Mr. Dodingdon's ſeat gave you company, 
and entertainment, you could not have 
chang'd, to your benefit. And as to the 
mortification, which I felt, from your /- 
lence, there are few diſappointments, a 
man ought to quarrel with, after they have 


procur'd him the pleaſure of one of your 
letters, 


Tux warmth you caged againſt the 
corruption, and degeneracy of our /tage, is 


an indignation both natural, and neceſſary 
in a breaſt-— 


Ie bound; of SELF, divinely burſting ! 


Yet fain would I hope, it is not in the pro- 
phetic ſpirit of the character, that a poet, like 
you, aſſerts, The root of this evil too deep to be 
pluck'd up. I know, indeed too well, that 
nothing moral or inſtructive, is expected 

or 
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or deſir d, by the modiſh frequenters of 
a Theatre; But it is therefore, impoſſible, 
they ſhould be ſurpriz'd into correction? 
-—- The paſſions are the ſprings of the 
beart, and when powerfully ſtruck out by 
the writer, and imprinted as ſtrongly, by 
the actor, in their repreſentation, can force 
their way over the w://, Fools of faſhion 
then, as they want not feeling, muſt be plea- 


ſed becauſe mov'd : they will not indeed, 


deſign to be pleas'd; but, being pleas'd un- 
awares, will find a #eener delight, by how 
much /eſs they expected it. 


ALL our ſtages being proſtitutes, to the 
avarice of their bawds for wit, who pol- 
lute and give her up to the deſires of the 
wanton, no experiment can be made in 
them, to ſee what effect might ariſe, from 
a better choice of plays, and a juſter art of 
acting: yet (unleſs I deceive myſelf, af- 


ter long, and impartial reflection) things 


may be greatly mended, in a new underta- 
king: nay, I am ſo ſtrongly convinc'd of 
it, that I would even hazard the expence 


of a trial, without any ſubſcription, or 


other ſupport, than the countenance of 


a dozen or two, of untax'd, encouragers, 


0 properly 
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(properly choſen great names) in ſome 
declaration to the following purpoſe. 


« WHEREAS certain gentlemen have 
« propos d, at their own expence, to at- 
« tempt an improvement, under name of 
* a tragic academy for extending, and re- 
« oulating theatrical diverſions, and for 
e inſtructing and educating actors in the 
e practice of dramatic paſſions, and a pow- 
* er to expreſs them ſtrongly ; the ſucceſs 
e of which laudable purpoſe, might eſta- 
« bliſh the reputation of the fiage, by 
© appropriating its z7fuence, to the ſervice 
« of wiſdom, and virtue; our names are 
ce therefore ſ/ubſcrib'd in declaration, that 
« we will protect and give countenance, to 
« this uſeful undertaking, ſo long as the 
&« ſame ſhall be carried on with a Hill, and 
« zntention, correſpondent to the propoſal.” 


Arx the head of ſuch a liſt, were it practi- 
cable to engage the P=— it would have 
all the efe#, I could wiſh it. Do you 
think it a likelihood? If you do, I could 
venture to promiſe, that you ſhould ſee, 
before Chriſtmas a new company eſtabliſh'd, 
whoſe beginnings would make credible what- 
ever improvements you with for. 


AND 
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AnD that I may not oppreſs your be-. 
lief, with 700 friendly a confidence, Zara 
ſhall be ated again, whenever you are at 
keiſure, that you may infer, from what 


bas been done, in the Actor of Oſman 


and Lu/gnan, what may be done u pon 
other occaſions. 


SOMETHING is proper to be ſaid to you 
(more particularly upon this ſubject, which 
I reſerve but till I am favour'd with your 
opinion of the purpoſe, in general: Pray, 
give it me frankly, and as ſoon as will agree 
with your leiſure, I am, 

Dear Sir, 
Your moft obedient, and | 
Afedtionate humble Servant, 


A. HII. 
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To H NRW FIEL DING, Eg; the Juppes'd 
Author 4 F IN. 
AR 
OUR wit has ſo often pleas' d me, 
6 that tho' I cannot be afraid of it, 
I would not wiſh it to be my enemy; and 
ſince there is ſomething too like malice, 
in that paragraph of a late Paſquin, which 
ſpeaks of the True Briton's correcting a 
miſtake of your correſ pondent Menander, 
I apply to your perſon, inſtead of your pa- 
per; for I am deſirous of informing you, 
that if at any time, I have done you hurt 
I will repent it when I know you, unleſs, 


I think you deſerv'd it. 


You muſt excuſe me, if I wrong you 
by a ſuppoſition of this kind, ſince yout 
partiality was in this caſe t grofly inju- 
dicious, for the ect of your reaſon ; and 
muſt have been the influence of 
negligence, or your enmity ; pleaſe however 
to accept the Play, which you ſay, you 


have not ſeen, and you will judge better 
of your friend's remarks, when you ex- 
amine their foundation. 


 JTnad not troubled you with this let- 
= | | ter, 
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* ter, but for your reproach of the True Brie 
ton, that he cavils at Menander's ſlips, but 
forbears to anſwer his criticiſins; and, from 
\ that forbearance to anſwer, you infer, they 
4 were unanſwerable. Tho' I am oblig'd 
by the True Briton's kind thought of my 
, Play, I can never think it reaſonable, it 
= ſhould hope a defence from him: There 
1 are few men alive more indifferent, than I 
am, to the fame, that follows poetry: As 
much a over of the muſes, as I confeſs 
myſelf to be, I had rather do one good 
thing, then fay, or write a thouſand : yet 
there is ſomething poorly immoral, ungene- 
rous, and unmanly, in a delight to depreciate 
what we have not ſo much, as loo d into; 
but it is moſt unhappily making, to do 
(as Menander has done) with a 6:t- 
terneſe, and malignity, which even had 
he been at, would have made him una- 
miable. 


Ir you examine, at your leiſure, any 
one of his criticiſms, it will ſerve you, I 
believe as a meaſure of the reft : And when 
your judgment, which I appeal to, in de- 
fiance of your prejudice, ſhall condemn your 
friends precipitance, you will deduce, this 
remark, for the future honour of your pa- 

per- 
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per, that, if we make but an ungraceful 
figure, when we ſuffer our own paſſions 
to miſlead us, we muſt be ſtrangely out of 

_ countenance, when we adopt the miſtakes 
of others, 


 MENANDER has attempted, with- 
out ſhame or decency, to juſtify the groſs- 
eſt mixture, of inſult and ruſticity, in a 
ſpeech of Shakeſpear's Harry, to the prin- 
ceſs of France: for it is plain and open- 
hearted, he ſays -—- proves the king an 
boneſt fellow, and is preferable to whining 
and hing; as a ſpecimen of which laſt, he 
inſtances the ſpeech following. 


From Honour's leſſens, &c. * 


ALL this, he ſays, is nothing: meer un- 
meaning fuſtian, poetical cant and jargon : 
But when you have obſerv'd, in the play 
on what occaſion this is ſpoke, you will 
wonder at the inbumanity, or levity, of 
your correſpondent. 


THE prenceſs by an action, full of the 
nobleſt magnanimity, has-diſcover'd to king 
Henry, tho' in arms againſt her country, 
a treaſonable deſign upon his /zfe: and 
this being the firſt time of his ſeeing her, 

* See p. 48, in Mr, Hills's Henry, Vih. 
Vox. I. U after 
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. after ſo unuſual an obligation, pray what 
| could he mean ſo properly, as to thank 
x her for the benefit? This he does, in the 
| two firſt lines of the ſpeech, which not 
ſerving Menander's end, he thought it beft, 
to take no notice of :—- he proceeds, and 
aſſures her, that he had been fo charm'd, 
at firſt ſight, by the graces of her perſon, 
that he thought nothing more imp 22 
ble, than an encreaſe of his paſſion: but 
now upon this nearer admiſſion to her 
4 mind, his love is inflam'd by an admiration 
8 of her virtue; and he is loſt in adoration 
1 of ſo accompliſh'd an excellence! yet this 
* with W is fuſtian, and means no- 
thing! And this ſpeech of the whole Play, 
"0 he has unluckily choſen to make good his 
charge, of a nauſeous infipidity of thought, co- 


dend in a fludied favell of expreſſion, Henſive 
to all good taſtes. 


— OO TE 
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AFTER all, there is a ſpirit, in the ſtyle. 
of your correſpondent, that makes me wiſh 
he had good. nature. It is ſo eaſy, to find 
fault, that he muſt. be very angry or. very. 
|| ignorant who does it without reaſon. In 
many parts, of my Play, he might, have, 
ſucceeded much better. I reverence. Shake 
ſheer too much, to hope an honour. to his 

prejudice ; ; 


- r r * 
>. 
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prejudice ; but the men, who injure him 
moſt, are his implicit admirers ; who make 


no diſtinction, between his errors and his 


excellence, I am, 
8 F, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
A. I [LL 


Map, 
” I AvinG loſt the power of ſpeaking, 
for two or three days, by the force 
of a fooliſh cold, J thought the beſt ſatisfac- 


tion I could take, was to make my fancy 


ſpeak for me; and, by this means, I have 
finiſhed the poem, which now waits on you, 
a good deal ſooner, than I ſhould otherwiſe 
have been able.— It will, I believe, be the 
laſt work, of that kind, I ſhall ever under- 


take. I have, therefore, endeavoured, as 


much as I could, to give it a terror, and ſo- 


lemnity, becoming the importance of the 
ſubject. | 


I ptr it into your hands, Madam, with 
the leſs apprehenſion, becauſe your good- 
Us-. neſs 
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neſs has accuſtomed you to deal favourably 
with my verſes. They have now, at leaſt, 
this good excuſe for their faultineſs, that 
the ſubject is more difficult, than any other, 
unleſs it were an attempt to deſcribe my 
ideas of your own unutterable excellence. 


I navy heard of a gentleman, who en- 
quires after a purchaſe in the north; J have 
ordered examination to be made into the 
value he would uy, and will endeavour to 
know, againſt I have the honour to wait on 
you, on Thurſday, whether this may not be 
ſomething very apt for your purpoſe. I _ 
with the higheſt reſpect, 


Madam, 
Your moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


A. Hitt. 


* 


— 


SIR, 
1 comply with your deſire, in 


as brief a manner, as I am able, and 
ſend you my ſentiments, concerning what 


Was 


ORIGINAL LETTERS. 293 


was chiefly remarkable in Mr. Booth, as an 
actor. 


Two advantages diſtinguiſh'd him, in the 
ſtrongeſt light, from the reſt of his frater- 
nity. He had /earning, to underſtand per- 
fectly whatever it was his part to ſpeak ; 
and 7udgment to know, how far it agreed, 
or diſagreed, with the character. Hence, 
aroſe a peculiar grace, which was viſible 
to every ſpeftator, tho' few were at the 
pains of examining into the cauſe of their 
pleaſure : he could ſoften, and ſlide © over, 
with a kind of elegant negligence, the in- 

proprieties, in a part he acted, while on the 
contrary, he would dwell, with energy, up- 
on the beauties, as if he exerted a latent ſpi- 
rit, which had been kept back for ſuch an 
occaſion, that he might alarm, awaken, and 
tranſport, in thoſe places only, where the 


dignity of his own good-ſenſe could be up- 
ported, by that of his author. 


A LITTLE reflection upon this remark- 
able quality, will help us to account for 
that manifeſt /anguor, which has ſome- 
times, been obſerv'd in his cin, and 
which was generally, tho' I think, falſely, 


imputed to the natural indolence of his 
temper, 


„Fes 
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For the ſame reaſon, tho' in the cuſto- 
mary rounds of his buſineſs, he would 
condeſcend to ſome parts in comedy, he ne- 
ver appear'd in any of em, but with diſ- 
advantage to his character: the paſſions, 
which he found in comedy, were not /irong 
enough, to excite his fire: and what ſeem'd 
want of qualification, was only abſence of 
impreſſion. One might have ſaid of him 
in the ſcripture phraſe, He is not dead; but 
fleepeth ! —— — Like a deep loaden ſhip, 
he was too heavy for a common breeze, 
which, therefore, ſerv'd but to make him 
roll and heave : —But, in a gale, that 
threaten'd ſhipwreck to the cock-boats of 
the Theatre, he was ſure to diſplay his 
ſtreamers; and fail'd ſteady and majeſtic, | 
as if the force of a tempeſt had juſt breath 
enough to move him. 


Hx had a talent at diſcovering the paſ- 
frons, where they lay hid, in ſome cele- 
brated parts ; having been buried under 
a preſcription of rantings and monotony, by 
the practice of other actors: When he 
had diſcover d, he ſoon grew able to ex- 
preſs 'em. And his ſecret, by which he 
attain'd this great leſſon of the Theatre, 
was an aſſociation, or adaption of his look 

to 
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to his voice by which artful imitation of 
nature, the variations, in the ſound of his 
words, gave propriety to every change in 
his countenance. So that, among Play- 
ers, in whom it is common to hear pity 
oromount'd with a frown upon the fore- 
head, ſorrow exprefs'd; by a grin upon 
the eye, and anger thunder d out, with 
a look of unnatural ſerenity, it was Mr. 
| Bobth's peculiar felicity, to be heard, and 
ſeen the ſame; whether as the Pleas d, the 
griev'd, the Preying, the repreachful or the 
angry: one would almoſt be tempted to 
borrow the aid of a very bold figure, and 
| to expreſs this excellence the more ſigni- 
| Acantly, beg permiſſion to affirm, that 
| the blind might have ſeen him, in his 
| voice, and the deaf have heard him, in 
his viſage. 


His geſture, or, as it is commonly call'd, 
his action, was but the reſult, and EET 
fary conſequence of this dominion over 
his voice, and countenance; for having, by 
concurrence of two ſuch cauſes impreſs'd 
his imagination, with the ſtamp, and ſpi- 
rit, of a paſſion, his nerves obey” d the im- 
pulſe by a kind of natural dependency, and 

relax d, or brac d, ſucceſſively, into all that 


fine 
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fine expreſſiveneſs, with which he painted 


what he ſpoke, without reſtraint, or affec- 
tation. 


To ſay every thing, in a word, he was 
the NEwToN of the Theatre : nor ſhould 
you be ſurpriz d at my fmile, becauſe the 
Playhouſe is no ſphere of philoſophy : my 
compariſon will move upon more legs, than 
one; for Mr. Booth, as well as Sir 1/aac, 
diſcover'd new worlds, and demonſtrated 
them: the misfortune is, he left his 
brethren no road, whereby they can tra- 
vel to them : They muſt be contented, as 
no doubt they will, with the humble earth 
they are us'd to! -They are happy 
enough, good people! in applying the 
meaſure of ſelf-judsment; they find no oc- 
caſion to ſupply it, with their wants, be- 
cauſe it runs over with their vary, 


Thus, Sir, I have ſent you the true cha- 
racter of Mr. Booth, as an Azor; I could 
have been much fuller, on ſo inviting a 
ſubject; but that I confider the ſize of the 
treatiſe, you are about to publith, and ſhall 
add nothing more, but the good withes, 
with which I am, | 

Sir, 
Nur Humble Servant, 
A. HIIX. 


e — 5 x 
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DAR SIR, 
1 AM very much obliged to you for the 


information vou are ſo good to give me, 
that His Roy AI. Hicnness has received 


Alzira with that condeſcention, and that 
graciouſneſs, ſo natural to all his actions. 


A PrRSON, ſhadowing himſelf, as I do, 


from the ſplendid or ambitious world, can 


have but one inducement, to addreſs his 
thoughts to PRINc ES. The common inte- 
reſt of cur country will purſue us to the re- 
moteſt ſolitude ; whence, having marked 
two happy incidents concurring in His Royal 
Highneſs, a love of, and a love from the na- 
tion ; a title to the people's hearts, and a 
poſſeſſion of them alſo ;—I could no lon- 
ger forbear, to beg his protection of an 
art, that is ableſt to adorn him, becauſe it 
can do ju/iice to great thoughts and actions, 
with a warmth, inſpired by, and expreſſing 
them. 


WueNnEveR Tragedy and ſerious poetry 
ſhall find ſuch patronage in England, the 
manly genius of our nation will exert it- 
ſelf, and carry on, to future times, the ho- 
nour of that prince, who cheriſhed it, in 


works 
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works wherein the ſolid will be ſoftened by 


the /ovely,--and the pleaſant rendered noble, 
by a mixture of the / ful. 


Mzan while, it is a mortifying pain one 

ſuffers, in obſerving, to what little purpoſes, 

we have verſe and theatres — whereas, to 
love, to dare, to ſuffer,--to obey, to govern, 
to be wife, juſt, generous, impartial, and 
benevolent--are all but natural products of 
the poet's human nurſery. For, what your 
trumpets do by ftarts, when they inflane 
and ſtimulate the languid, that the muſe's 
trumpet (manly moving poetry) does, for a 
continuance, till it produces, in the ina, 
fixed habits for ſupport of virtue. The 
cold directive precept faintly writes upon 
the ſand, which its impreſſion gives up to 
the noxt chance wind that touches it. The 
poet's piercing power engraves, like charac- 
ters on marble, till its marłs become inueli- 
ble— and its effes unboundedly progreſſive. 


NoTHiNG but the love I bear this art 
impelled me to the liberty I took,-in ſpeak- 
ing of it to His Royal Highneſs, from the 
hopes I feel, in that propenſity the people ſhew, 
to form their taſte upon the PRINCE s. 
The degree, with which they love him, 


Will 
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will engage them to promote his pleaſures. 


A thouſand heirs to crowns have had the 
arts of popularity; Hrs Royar Hicuness, 
on the contrary, is popular, by zature; for 
his attraction in his per ſon, and his qualities. 


They operate in abſence of his will, and 


like that ea/ineſs that charms in beauty, con- 
quer every where, without defign ; yet, 
every where, without re/tance. 


I cANNoT, therefore, tell you, how ex- 
ceedingly you have obliged me, in preſent- 
ing, to His Royrar HICHNESss, the ad- 
dreſs he has received ſo graciouſly; for 


though I pretend not to rank myſelf in the 


number of the profeſſors of this art, 'twould 
give me infinite delight, to have been, in the 
leaſt degree, a di/tant contributor, toward a 


revolution in their favour. I am therefore, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obliged, 
And moſt obedient Servant, 


A. Hitz. 


DAR 
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DE AR SIR, 
S: E a proof of your power, which 


could engage me to examine a Play, 
not my own, with. perhaps, an ofen/fve ſin- 
cerity, capable of repreſenting me, rather 


officious than uſeful, 


HoweEveR, no man can be of conſequence 
to his friends, who is not honeſtly impartial. 
And Mr. B— will at leaſt be convinced, 


that my praiſe is no flattery, by the frank- 
neſs of my cenſure. 


Tur Play abounds in humour and wit, 
which the author having laid up, like wheat 
in a rich farmer's barn, with the /raw and 
chaff among it, I have ſaved him the labour 
of the fail, and uſurping D—#'s province, 
(as D-—-# has done that of the poet's) am no 
more than a threſher for the muſes, Mean 
while, I may venture, to be poſitive, that, 


now ſuch grain as this lies cloſe, it will do 


honour to the market. 


Many of my circles may appear, at your 
friend's firſt inſpection, to have arbitrarily 
commited to priſon, ſome of the moſt inno- 
cent of his favourites; yet, I dare truſt to 
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his ſecond reflection, the keeping out of his 
Play every one of thoſe ambitioſa ornamenta, 
were it only for the reverence ſo due to his 
friend Horace's good counſel. 


Tx truth is, whenever the active buſi- 
neſs of the ſcene, ſtands ſtill, the „ineſt ſaid 
things in the world, are no better than in- 
terruptions; and muſt, of neceſſity, be 
coldly received, by the audience, becauſe they 
diſtract an attention, that ought, with all 
poſſible art to be kept fixed, by the author. 


I wovuLD beg you to aſſure him, that I 
foreſee a great probability of ſucceſs to his 
Comedy, were it poſſible for him to doubt 
it; ſince the pains I have taken, in contract- 
ing its rays, are an undeniable evidence, 
that I knew, what fire was in it. Iam, 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant 


A. HiLL. 


. & 
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P. S. Vou ſay ſo many things worth noting 
when your friends have the pleaſure of 
your company, that their memory is no 
longer their own, while you are near e- 
nough to be liſtened to. How came I, 
elſe, to forget, that I had in my pocket, 
the other morning, This :mpreſſion of your 
ſiſter's ſeal ? — Mr. Jernegan gave it me, 
on purpoſe to ſhew you ; and the whole 
deſign is as happily executed. I took it to 
bring you, but returning it again, that he 
might get a caſe made, to preſerve it from 
accidents. 


„ 


DEAR 
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Jan. 3, 1746. 


O U had a great deal of goodneſs, to 
forgive my interpoſing, the other day, 
in a concern of ſo tender a nature: Be ſo 
Juſt, to aſfure yourſelf, nothing leſs, could. 
have led me to do it, than the urgency of 
your neareſt relations, that I ſhould give you 
my thoughts on the occaſion, whereon they 
ſeem to. place great conſequence, with re- 


gard to your fortune and figure in life; 


but, I muſt confeſs, that thoſe ſofter, and 
more generous, arguments, which, you en- 
forced, on your own part, from the perſo- 
nal merit of that other lady, to whom. 
your heart has been ſo long attached; with 
your abhorrence of ſuch, cruelty, as to 
afflict her with a ſeparation ; the effect of 
which is to be dreaded, in a paſſion ſo ſin- 
cere, and ſo delicate. The ſtrength and 
humanity of all theſe reaſons, together with 
thoſe grateful and noble confeſſions of your 
{till undiminiſhed affection, and the lady's. 
increaſe in deſerving it, make me heartily 
wiſh, that your family had not engaged me, 
in a, cauſe, which Jam much more- inclined 

to 
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to give up, than defend in all lights, but 


one only. 


I AGREE with you (and ſo muſt all men, 
who have ſenſe of fidelity,) that the utmoſt 
compaſſion of tenderneſs is due to the con- 
fiding, and the lovely. — I agree with you, 
too, that the right way to judge, 1s, to put 


one's ſelf in the place of the forſaken. 
Give me leave, to do this fairly, with the moſt _ 


impartial ſincerity of reaſoning ; and it ſhall 
be my only additional argument to thoſe I 
gave you the pain of conſidering, when we 
talked, on ſo unpleaſing a ſubject. 


REMEMBER, how poſitive you were, that 


your quiet is ſo dear to this lady, that, (ſup- 
poling her under temptation, like yours) 
ſhe would have no regard at all to a pro- 
ſpe& of improving her condition, by quit- 
ting you. The caſes, tho' ſo ſeemingly 


_ alike, differ widely, when you come to 


compare them. By the preſent extraordinary 
occaſion of advancing your fartune, you be- 
come maſter of its uſe, and its influence, and 
can direct it to the augmenting, inſtead of 
deſtroying tne eaſe, in life of this lady, 
from whoſe immediate poſſeſſion it ſnatches 
you. A woman's calc, in this point, in the 

reverſe 
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reverſe of a man's. — You leave me ſafely to 
infer, from the care I obſerved you to pro- 
feſs, for this beloved party's well-being and 
affluence, that ſuch an increaſe of your own 


good fortune, as this match will ſecure you, 
muſt draw on (as its neceſſary conſequence) 


a conſiderable new lift to the lady's. 


Bur you inſiſted, I ſhould put myſelf in 
her place, and I fee not how I am able to 


do it, without allowing the full and neceſ- 


fary weight, to thoſe afflicting impreſſions, 
ſhe muſt ſuffer under, from an appearance 
of your having unkindly forſaken her ; — 
unkindly, becauſe of thoſe engaging de- 
monſtrations, which you confeſs, ſhe has 
given you, of a faith, and a faithfulneſs, 
that can never be too gratefully rewarded. 


I can find but one anſwer to this; — you 


declare, that her underſtanding 1s of a piece 


with her perſonal accompliſhments — If it 
be ſo, ſhe, herſelf, will adviſe you, not to 


loſe an occaſion of eſtabliſhing your intereſt 
and her own : She will know, (after a lit- 
tle ſerious reflection) that ſuch opportuni- 
ties will not always be offering; that the 


longer ſhe poſſeſſes you, the remoter you 


muſt be from the likelihood. And fince 
Vol. I. X you 
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you will be growing old together, ſhe will 
be unwilling to hazard ſuch an idea in your 
memory, as that you loſt (for her ſake) the 
very power of enlarging her condition into 
independence and happineſs. 


—-— 
—— — —• 


AFTER all, were the 30ooo J. that is 
offered you, thirty times 30000 J. I ſhould 
think it a baſeneſs, to look upon intereſt, as 
a reaſon for your leaving a lady to affliction 
and miſery, who has ſo gentle a claim to 
| your compaſſion and tenderneſs. But, when 
þ the very reward of that claim can only be 
| fully found, in ſuch a prudential neceſſity of 
exalting your love, into a friendſhip, as 
f dear and deſirable, it cannot properly be 
j ſaid, that you leave her at all; and (ſince 
6 ſhe is wiſe, as well as ſincere) ſhe will never 
N reproach you, for an action, ſhe herſelf has 
= ſuch ſhare in the advantage and good effect 
; of. Yet, truſt your reſolution neither to 
| reaſon alone, nor to paſſion. Marry both 
| theſe together, and they will afterwards 
marry you; and the lady you deſire to 
retain, will give you generouſly up, to the 
lady who wiſhes to attract you. — Think as 
juſtly upon 20is, as you do upon other occa- 

| fions, 
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ſions, and the event will be ſure to ſtand 
juſtified to, 


Dear Sir, 
Nur moſt obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


A. Hitt. 


Feb. 28, 1730. 
SIR, 


SEE clearly, by ſome names among your 


performers, that you are not in ſo much 
danger as I apprehended, on that quarter. 
But, I am afraid, you are in more, than you 


imagine, on another; and that is, from the 


choice of your ſubject, and allegorical re- 
moteneſs of your ſatire. — What I mean is, 
that the neceſſity your prudence was under, 


to diſguiſe your deſign with caution, has ſo 


perplexed it with doubtifulneſs, that I am 
fearful, in the hurry of action, ſome of the 


moſt meaning alluſions, in your piece, may 


be miſtaken for ſcenes, which want any 


meaning at all; while, on the other ſide, 


among the few, who can penetrate purpoſe, 
Xa 


and 
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and unravel the ſat:re, as faſt as they hear it, 
you will find ſome perſons malignantly diſ- 
poſed, upon a ſuppoſition, that royalty, in 
general, ſhould never be the mark of con- 
tempt ; and others, becauſe they will con- 
clude, you have levelled your aim againſt 
particular objects, at whoſe expence they 
muſt incline to be diverted. 


From theſe apprehenſions, I am com- 
pelled to depend on your good-nature for 
excuſe, as to the Prologue and Epilogue : 
I have good reaſons for declining every ha- 


zard, of being conſidered in a light this 


would very unſeaſonably ſhew me in; and 
I ſhould do an injuſtice to your candour, 
if I made the leaſt doubt of your pardon, 
upon a motive of this nature. 


IAM heartily ſorry, I had not ſooner an 


idea of your plan; and flatter myſelf, 1 


might have had the good fortune of perſua- 
ding you to change it, for ſome other, not 
only of leſs dangerous provocation, but more 
promiſing likelihood, to fall in with the 
publick capacity. Dramatic Levels are to 
be taken by the apprehenſion of thoſe we 
would divert ; no matter how juſt, or how 


poignant: 
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poignant our meanings, if they lie not open, 
and viſible enough to be catched, in their 
glancing. — You know who, very much to 
your purpoſe, has told us, 


« That ſtars beyond a certain height, 


© Give mortals neither heat, nor light.“ 


Upon the whole, if it were poſlible, in 
ſo ſhort a time as is left you, to ſubſtitute 
any other of your pieces, in place of this 
Rehearſal of Kings, I am convinced, you 
would avoid a diſappointment, and, perhaps, 
a mortification. — And, perſuaded as I am, 
of this, upon repeated and attentive reflec- 
tion, I think it an honeſter error, to ha- 
zard my judgment, than, by diſguiſing my 
ſentiments, do injuſtice to my ſincerity ; 
for I ſhall be always deſirous to prove my- 
ſelf, 


Sr, 
Your moſt obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


_ 1 = * 
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To Mr. TroMpsoN. 

May 20, 1736. 
DEAR SIR, 8 85 
HEN your friends wait a long 
while for ſuch letters as yours, they 
are ſure to receive a kind of balance, from 
your equity ; for they muſt, at leaſt, be as 
long in forgetting, as they were in expect- 
ing them. They come charged, like the 


winds of Arab:a, with the fragrant exha- 


lations of the climate, they belong to. 


Ox of the natural growths of ſuch a 
mind, as we ſee in your writings, is the ge- 
neroſity of your purpoſe, in favour of the 
bookſeller. I am in love with the huma- 
nity, that inſpired ſuch a ſentiment ; but, 
for the ſake of my couutry, wiſh it may ne- 
ver be carried into execution ; becauſe the 
beauty of the action, would, of neceſſity, 
prevent its ever being forgotten; and a kind 
of national infamy, which muſt diſgrace us 
to poſterity, will, as infallibly, be a conſe- 
quence of its being remembered. 


I conFess myſelf ſincerely mortified, to 
hear, that fuch a poem as Liberty, in ſuch 
a nation 
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a nation as Great Britain, can have failed 
to make a bookſeller as rich as an ungrate- 
ful people have been made, by its invaluable 
fund of manly ſentiments ; but there are 
diſpoſitions (in political, as well as natural 
bodies) which have prevalence to help, or 
hinder, the effect of medicines ; and I am 
apprehenſive, that republican improvements, 
upon monarchical foundations, will but ſpoil 
two different orders, either of which, alone, 
might have had ſtrength and gracefulneſs. 


As to the criticiſms, you defire me to ſend 
you, againſt a ſecond edition of this heau- 
tiful Poem, it would be the caſieſt, and 
pleaſanteſt taſk in the world: For I could 
fill a large volume, with unanſwerable 
proofs, that there is ſomething, newer and 
greater, in this work, than in any that I 
ever met with, in poetry. 


Mr criticiſms, in the ſenſe, to which you 
limit the word, would be of as narrow a 
reach as the Za/te of the age, you have writ 
to. They would, in a manner, be confined 
to one view — and that is, to examine, whe- 
ther, notwithſtanding the care I perceive 
you have taken, to avoid it, the plenitude of 
* 4 idea, 
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idea, that is every where ſo glowingly di- 
ſtinguiſhable, has not left, here and there, 
ſome degree of obſcurity in the expreſſion, 


from the difficulty you muſt have met with, 
to reduce infinity into diſtinction. 


THe places are few, and the fact is too 
doubtful, to be inſiſted on. — You ſhall de- 
cide, by one ſingle example, whether I am 
right, in my notion, or conceive not ſo clearly, 


as you have really expreſſed yourſelf. 


<« She too the mineral feeds; the obedient 


ce lead, 


e The warrior iron, nor the peaceful leſs, 
Forming of life art-civiliz'd the bond.” 


Ir my ear and apprehenſion, deceive me 
not very much, there is a hardneſs and 
darkneſs, in ſome part of the turn of this 
expreſſion. And, though a comma, be- 


tween peaceful and le, and a parentheſis 
round the epithet, art- civilig d, would have 

greatly facilitated the comprehenfion, yet, 
if I am not more miſtaken, than I ought to 
be, when I give my opinion to a friend, it 
would have been clearer, in ſome ſuch 


manner, as the following. 


"0 


The 


> n p 
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The peace, and war-fupporting iron bond, 
That holds together life's whole chain of 
arts. 


WouLD to God, you were in the right, 


in that part of your letter, which wiſhes, in 


lieu of ſtate-patronage, in favour of learn- 
ing, that we had only ſome good af of par- 
liament, for fecuring to authors the property 
of their own! works! methinks, if the act 
would go deep enough, to reach the very 
root of your wiſh, it ſhould, alſo, fecure, to 
the publick, the education of her gentle- 
men, as well as the property of her writers ; 
ſince, where the firſt are unable to taſte, 
the laſt muſt write to no purpoſe. I am 
afraid, the nouriſhment of good taſte ſhould 
begin in the cradle; and the modus of think- 
ing be as political a part of the conſtitu- 
tional care, in a ſtate that would be famous 
for arts, as early and neceſſary application to 
arms, was, in ſtates that have aſpired to a 


ny greatneſs. 


Taz truth of this remark appears no- 
where more viſibly, than at the entertain- 


ments of our age, (the decline, and blind 


management, whereof, you ſo pathetically 
deſcribe 
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deſcribe and lament). The Plays and Players 
ſeldom fixing my attention, I kave leiſure 
enough to obſerve, and I do it with a me- 


lancholy delight, the effects of great and 


maſculine ſentiments, on the nominally no- 
ble, and moſt powerful part of the audience. 
— Here I have always the mortification to 
ſee, in their very eyes, that their hearts have 
no feeling for virtue; and that their heads 
have no perception for genius : They are 
ſtrongly ſuſceptible of whatever they were 
born to deſpiſe ; and poorly inſenſible to 
every thing that they ought to encourage, 


In ſuch a ſituation, alas! what hope from 


an act, unleſs it were to be an act, for the 


future production and manufacture of act- 
makers. 


THe warmth you expreſs againſt this cor- 
ruption of our ſtage, is the natural indigna- 
tion of a breaſt. | 


« — the bounds of ſelf divinely burſting. 


I was once of opinion, that the cure 
might have been eaſier, than I now am 
afraid 'twill be found: I know well, that 

| nothing 
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nothing, moral or inſtructive, was expected, 
or deſired, by the modiſh frequenters of 
Theatres ; but I had a notion, it might be 
poſſible, to ſurprize them into correction. 
I conſidered, that the paſſions, being the 
ſprings of the heart, when they are pow- 
erfully ſtruck out by the writer, and as 
ſtrongly imprinted by the a&or, in their re- 
preſentation, *they ought to force their way 
over the vw]; in which caſe fools of fa- 
ſhion (ſince they have ſome feeling) muſt, 
I thought, be pleaſed ; but, being pleaſed, 
unawares, they would find, I thought, a 


keener delight, by how much leſs they ex- 
pected it. 


UNDER influence of ſuch notions as 
theſe, I was almoſt determined to have put 
myſelf to the trouble and expence of an 
experiment, without other ſubſcription or 
ſupport, than the countenance of a dozen, or 
two, of untaxed encouragers, properly cho- 
ſen, to ſome written declaration, that there 
being a deſign on foot, for opening a new 
tragic theatre, for extending and regulating 
the conduct of the ſtage, and appropriating 
its influence to the ſervice of wiſdom and 
virtue, their names were ſubſcribed in de- 
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claration, that they would protect, and 
give countenance to the undertaking, as 
long as it ſhould be carried on, with a 
{kill and endeavour, correſpondent to the 
propoſal. 


Ir the P could have been engaged, 
in the head of ſuch a liſt, it would have had 
all the effect of a patent, without the noiſe 
and the difficulty; and the Opera-houſe, in 


the Haymarket, would have had three or 
four nights, weekly, to ſpare, for the be- 


ginning, till the ſucceſs of the affair might 
have ſhewn, how far worth while the refor- 
matiou, as well of the fabric and form, as 
the management of a Theatre, was. 


T was pleaſed with this ſcheme, till I 
came to conſider, where the names could be 
found, and by what means to engage them, 
without renouncing that retreat, that ob- 
ſcurity of choice, which I had aſſumed to 
myſelf, as the ſhare I laid claim to, among 
the moſt deſirable bleſſings of liberty. — 
There I flopt, and began to diſcover a kind 
of inconſiſtency of purpoſe, in the leiſure, 
and reflection, which muſt be neceſſary for 


planning and conducting the deſign, oppo- 


ſed againſt the ſollicitation and addreſs, 
without 
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without which it would be found impoſſi- 
ble to make it ſucceſsful. 


So much for the tage; to which I add, 
in behalf of Zara, becauſe you have done 
her the honour to invite her to a ſhelf, in 
your ſtudy, that ſhe ſhall wait on you, 


ſhortly, with a younger ſiſter, much hand- 
ſomer. 


I AM pleaſed to hear, that Mr. Pope was 
ſo kind, as to make any enquiries concern- 
ing me; I muſt allow ſuch merit as his, to 
intitle its poſſeſſors to think, when they will, 
and what they will, of their friends. It. is 
enough that I feel him through diſtance; 
I loſe none of his force, from the coldneſs 
of his friendſhip; on the contrary, I am 
made ſure, by ſome reaſons I have to be 
convinced, we think difterently of each 
other; that my eſteem for Vim, is the effect 
of his excellencies, becauſe it could have 
no ground to grow in, if it were the return 


of partiality. 


YouR good nature was juſtly and gene- 
rouſly employed, in the mention you make 
41 poor Mr. Savage: — It is a long time, 


ſince 
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ſince I ſaw him: I have been told, ſome of 
his friends make complaints of certain little 
effects of a ſpleen in his temper, which he is 
no more able to help, and ſhould, therefore, 
no more be accountable for, than the mrsfor- 
tunes, to which, in all likelihood, his conſti- 
tution may have owed it, originally, It is 
pity, methinks, there is nobody to be found 
near the , who has weight enough, and 
1] enough, to put him effectually in mind, 
that the ſingular care of this unfortunate ſon 
of a nobleman, born in wedlock, to inherit 
the eſtate and title, and prevented in both, 
by the extraordinary interpoſition of a par- 
liamentary-power, without reſerve of ſub- 
fiſtence aſſigned him, ſeems to leave him 
the moſt equitable right in the world, to 
ſuch a penſion from the crown, as might 
put him above thoſe mortifications in life, 
which, no doubt, muſt have ſowered his 
diſpoſition, and given the unreflecting part 


of his acquaintance, occaſion to complain, 


now and then, of his behaviour, 


PRay how long do you ſtay in Kezww- 
lane? — T have no other reaſon for aſking, 
but becauſe I have long been reſolving a 
v:lit to Richmond, and, while you are fo 

3 near 
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near it, my inducement will be doubled. 
I have promiſed my daughters to ſhew 
them the queen's garden and hermitage ; 
and the weather now begins to look, as if 
it would throw off its Engh/h uncertainty, 
and allow us ſome ſhort ſpecimen, where- 
by we may gueſs, what forezgners mean, 


when they talk of fine ſummers, I am, | 
Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affeftionate, 
And obedient Servant, 


A. Hirr. * 


To 
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To Mr. de VoLTAIRE. 


Tune 35 1736. 

STIR, 
Saw, by accident, a paragraph from a 
letter of Monſieur Thieriot, to Mr. Grig- 
non, a friend of his in London, which has 
given me the pleaſure of perceiving, that 
you are too generous to diſclaim your Zaire; 


though naturalized in England. My coun- 


trymen have, hitherto, been much more 
ready, to adopt the folly, than the wit, of 
France; I, therefore, looked upon you, as 
my lawful prize, and ſeized you to adjuſt 
the balance. 


I round you born for no one country, 
by the embracing wideneſs of your ſenti- 
ments; for, fince you thin for all man- 
kind, all ages, and all languages, will claim 
the merit of your genius. 


WHATEVER narrowneſs there 1s in poets, 
there is none in poetry, at leaſt, your poetry. 
— What paints all manners, ſhould delight 
all countries ; and you have only to reſolve 
to die, if. you would live in hearts, as well 


as 7cngues, But, while you thew us other 
men's 
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men's great qualities, in the moſt ſtrong and 
equitable lights, you make yourſelf appear 
unjuſt, in one particular ; for you would cut 
off that relief of fools, their railing at co- 
temporary excellence. You are (to own 

the truth) unconſcionably a Monopoliſt, 
and poor wretches, whom your plenty makes 
ſo, have the right of clamorous indigence, 
to be abuſive, with impunity. 


ALZ IR A was ſent too late to London; 
ſhe ſhould elſe, in one and the ſame ſeaſon, 
have inſpired the ages of two nations; but, 
even as it is, a company of very ſkilful 
actors are now re- opening the great Thea- 
tre, in Lincolns-Inn-fields, in order to per- 
form this tragedy. — I own, I have encou- 
raged them to this attempt, in ſummer, to 
protect you from a w:nter ſtorm of merce- 
nary pens, that, tempted by your Zaire's 
ſucceſs, were threatning to disjoint Alz:ra : 
But, to prevent her being blotted, by defa- 
cing pencils, I choſe rather to produce her 
haſtily, much leſs a beauty than you drew 
her, than permit her to be robbed more 
ſlowly, of her ſpirit, air, and likeneſs, _ 


I was already got to a retreat, in which 
I bury my town purpoſes, when, about three 
Vor. I. Y weeks 
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weeks ſince, the French Alzira was, firſt, 


ſent down to-me by my Bookſeller ; and 
now the Actors (perfect in their parts) are 
ready to begin its repreſentation : This 
charge againſt myſelf I ſend you for two 
reaſons ; ſuch a precipitation will excuſe the 
faults in my own verſion, and convince you 
of my zeal to ſave you from duller. 


My letter is in Engliſb, becauſe I have 
ſeen proofs, in print, that you are maſter of 
our tongue, while, on the contrary, I nei- 
ther write nor ſpeak, in yours, with free- 
dom or correctneſs. 


Br pleaſed to honour me with your 
commands, to whom I may addreſs, for you, 
my verſion of Alzira. — I take acquain- 
tance with your fp:r17, not without a melan- 
choly ſenſe of what I loſt, by being abſent, 
in the tour of Scotland, at a time, when 
many of my friends enjoyed your perſonal 
intimacy here, in London. But I know you, 
in your nobleſt ſelf, as millions now know 
Homer, and Eurypides; and as future mil- 
lions will Voltaire, when envy ſhall be 
choaked in duſt, or France deſerve it, for 


pro- 


af! 
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producing you. I beg to have a place aſ- 
figned me, in the liſt of the ſincereſt 
of, 


* 6 — i 
— n 
o 


Sir, 


2 ns —_ . 


Your moſt humble, 


And obedient Servant, it 


A. Hnr. 


From my Houſe, in Petty 
France, Weſtminſter. 


— 
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June 23z 1736: 
Dear Sis, 


1 AM glad, you were pleas'd, at Alzira; 

becauſe tho' the play was not originally 
mine, and I have therefore no claim in its 
ſucceſs, or its merit; yet, to have been the 
means of conveying a pleaſure to my friends, 
is a great one, to myſelf, alſo. 


AFTER having heard nothing, for a long 
time, concerning you, but what you, ſo 
ſparingly, beſtow'd on the public, I felt 
much delight in the news my Brother 

L232 brought 
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brought me, that you had recovered from 
a dangerous illneſs. The name of your diſ- 
temper ſhould have been Legion, from its 
dreadful deſcription in your letter: Any 
one of the branches, had been foo much, for 
the eaſy in mind, and the , rong in conſtitu- 
tion: How then, have you ſtruggled with 
ſo malignant a confederacy, oppreſs'd, as 
you are, by ill health, and ill fortune! 


I am ſorry to hear, that your poem, 
(for which I return you my thanks) has 
not yet found its way to his hands, in whoſe 
honour it was written: But poſſibly, it may 
be better (as you deſign it) under a diffe- 
rent title, and a new publication ſince, the 
P—-e might, perhaps, have look'd for more, 
on the ſubject, profeſs'd in the preſent ti- 
tle page ; whereas the world will be more 
immediately concern'd in, and pleas'd with 
thoſe ideas of public ſprrit, and magnificent 
purpoſes, which you have touch'd with 


great force, in that poem. 


PooR C—0! It is long, ſince I met 
with an affliction more ſenſible, than the in- 
formation, you ſent me concerning her! 


If half what her enemies have ſaid of her, 


18 
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1s true, ſhe was a proof, that vanity over- 
comes nature in women, which it could ne- 
ver yet do, in men: For defire of glory 
wants power to expel the puſillanimity, 
natural to ſome ambitious princes, and ge- 
nerals ; while, in that amiable purſuer of 
conqueſts, it prevail'd, not only againſt the 
fineſt reflection, but impell'd an afſum'd 
lightneſs, over even conſtitutional modeſty. 


I wouLD willingly ſatisfy the curiofity 
of your friend, in relation to Mr. Gay, if it 
were not eaſy to get much fuller information, 
than I am able to give, from Mr. Budgell, or 
Mr. Pope; to the firſt of whom, the begin- 
ning of his life was beſt known, and to 
the laſt, its afternoon and evening ;— that 
poem, you ſpeak of, call'd Wine, he printed 
in the year 1710, as I remember: I am 
ſure, I have one, among my pamphlets ; 
but they lie (like ideas in an un-logical 
head) fo oppreſſively numerous, and ob- 
ſtructingly mix'd, that to diſtinguith any 
one of them, out of the heap, is a taſk of 
more labour, than conſequence. Yet, I 


vill look for it, and ſend it you, if 'twill 


be of uſe, or ſatisfaction, to any gentleman 
of your acquaintance. As to your queſ- 
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tion, whether Mr. Gay was ever a domeſtic 
of the dutcheſs of Monmouth, J can anſwer it, 
in the affirmative: he was her ſecretary, 
about the year 1713, and continued fo, till 
he went over to Hanover, in the beginning 
of the following year, with Lord Clarendon, 
who was ſent thither by queen Anne. At his 
return, upon the death of that queen, all 
his hopes became w7her'd, till Mr. Pope, 
(who, you know, is an excellent planter) 
reviv'd, and invigorated his bays; and in- 
deed, very generouſly ſupported him, in 
ſome more ſolid improvements; for I re- 
member a letter, wherein he invited him, 
to partake of his fortune, (at that time 
but a ſmail one) aſſuring him, with a very 
un-poetical warmth, that, as long as himſelf 
had a „billing, Mr. Gay ſhould be welcome 
to Six. pence of it; nay, to Erght-pence, if 
he could contrive but to live on a groat, 


-So much for Mr. Gay. 


I wouLD ſend you a ZARA; but, to ſay 
truth, I am not worth one, myſelf; if it is 
a virtue, to be cold and indifferent, to what 
we have written, J am not without, at leaſt, 
one pretence to merit; for, I give up my 
leaves, like the Sybils, to the will of the 

| „ dDuinds, 
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winds, and remember 'em no more, after 
they have once been blown from me. 


RANY told me, what you ſaid to her, 
from Meſſrs. Walthoe, and Richardſon, to 
whom I ſhall write, in compliance with 
their propoſition; for I have a great eſ- 
teem for em both ; and am ſorry, therefore, 
to hear, that you have any diſpute at law 
with ſuch defendants, as never, I dare ſay, 
had the leaſt inclination to injure you; but 
have often, on the contrary, expreſs'd the 
kindeſt, and moſt generous ſentiments, in 
your behalf: —- Indeed, lav, (where 
moſt neceſſary) brings but ruinous reme- 
dies; and I wiſh you no war, where you 
muſt loſe, even by viclory. 


Wuar you ſay of Lad Tyrconnel, re- 
minds me of ſomething, I have heard (tho 
very obſcurely) concerning a breach in that 
friendſhip, which was once, ſo uſeful, and 
ſo ornamental, to you: —- I am heartily 
ſorry for the cauſe, whatever it may have 
been. I with ſome means might be found, 
to reconcile you again : the character, you 
have given me of my Lord's good- nature, 


repreſents this, as no great difficulty, on 
Y 4 His 
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his ſide; and I am ſure your juft ſerſe of 


what he once was, will prevail over any 
| leſs agreeable remembrance, of what he 
may have, ſince, ſeem'd or been; So that 
gratitude expunging, on one part, and re- 
collected eſteem, on the other, the hand of 
ſome friend might methinks, interpoſe, and 


ſoon blot out all unpleaſing impreſſions, on 
both ſides. 


SHALL I add, ſo near the end of my pa- 
per, that tho“ I own and diſtinguiſb the 
proofs, you have given of your genius, and 
ſpirit, for ſatire, yet I ſee you with pain, 
in perſuits, that muſt multiply enemies. 
Were you Lord Rivers (as well as 
his % I ſhould have been of a different 
opinion But the merit of the unhappy 
will, (in a world, ſo maliciouſly active) be 
moſt ſhown, to their benefit, in its ſof7eft, 
and moſt 7noffenſive, exertions. Forgive 
me, dear Sir, this mark of that friendſhip, 


with which I have ever been ſincerely, and 
Mill am, 


Your moſt affeftionate, 
And obedient humble Servant, 


A Hitt, 
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Auguſt 7, 1736. 
Mapan, 


Ir was very late, laſt night, before I gave 

up the ſcheme of a little journey to Tun- 
bridge on this very Saturday ; where, tho' 
my ay muſt have been ſhort, my ſatisfac- 
tion would have been infinite ; for I had 


delighted myſelf with a proſpect of waiting 
on you back again. 
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Bur this cannot now be — Stubborn bu- 
ſineſs interpoſes—and the only amends I can 
make myſelf, for the diſappointment, is, to 
dwell on your idea, with a double ſenſe of 
its ſweetneſs, till I am reſtored to the bleſ- 
ſing of your real and perſonal converſe. 


* 
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In the mean time, I have made a diſco- 
very, that thoſe pbiloſophers, who have been 
puzzling tbemſefves, and their readers, with 
enquiries after the ſeat of the ſoul, might have 
been convinced (could they have been hap- 
py enough to meet with ſome ſuch amiable 
compoſition as yours) that there is no part 
of the body without it. Whenever you 
ſpeak, it is in your tongue — when you are 
ſilent, it is in your eyes; and you never fit 

| down 
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down to write, but it deſcends to your in- 
gers. It was diffuſed, I am ſure, over every 


part of your letter; not a line, but carried 
marks of your fine ſenſe, and your delicacy. 


YET with all this exceſs of accompliſh- 
ments, you are ſometimes a little unjz/t ; 
you would not, elſe, have diſapproved my 
retreat from the crowd of the world, ſince 
it is by ſuch company as yours, men are 
taught to love /o/izude. There are pilgrims, 
among the Turks, who at their return from 


the temple of their prophet, burn their eyes, 
with hot trons, ſo to ſhut out, by a volun- 
tary blindneſs, all leſs holy and commoner 
objects. There is a much more provoking 
deſcent, from Mrs. L—w—rs converſation, 
down to that of the world ; and the only 
way, for a man to be happy, who has once 
enjoyed that bleſſing, and muſt not conti- 
nue to enjoy it for ever, is, by declining all 
other ſociety, to eſcape the mortification of 
too remote a compariſon. 


WhrrRE, with the modeſty of the woman, 
is mixed the tenderneſs of the friend : — 
where frugality only limits generoſity, and 
wiſdom carries caution, dreſſed in the air 


of 
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of the moſt affable openneſs : here expe- 
rience and conduct in life, inſtead of juſti- 
fying ſome ſhadow of vanity, ſerve only to 
ſtrengthen humility, and the memory lets 
{lip nothing, but remembrance of anger and 
injuries ; — where, to all theſe endearing 
charms of the ind, there is added a perſon, 
that looks as if heaven had made it on pur- 
poſe to deſerve and become ſuch a ſpirit ; 
Who (that ſees, hears, and thinks) would be 
abſent from ſuch a union of lovelineſs ? 


Fox my part, I can never reflect on theſe 
enchanting truths, without finding ſome 
new reaſon, for profeſſing myſelf, with un- 
changeable and increaſing reſpec, 


Madam, 
Your moſt faithful, 
And devoted Servant, 


A. Hitt. 


To 
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To Governor GRAHAM, 


Guernſey, May 28, 1737. 
SIR y 20, 1737 


T HAD laſt night, the misfortune of lo- 
ſing you ſo ſuddenly, that I was depri- 


ved even of an opportunity to thank you for 


the pleaſure of a day, you had, fo kindly, 
contributed to make entirely delightful. 


Moc leſs could I recolle& a particular 


little reaſon, why, inſtead of waiting on you, 
to-day, to that double elegance of taſte, 
which a dinner, at your houſe, is ſure to en- 
tertain with, I can only have the honour to 
beg admiſſion, for an hour, or two, in the 
afternoon, about tea-time. 


| Ix the interim, as no part of the day can 
be better employed, than in promoting your 
health, or your happineſs, I have incloſed a 
direction for making that ſpirit, which I re- 
commended to your uſe ; and which, were 
its effefts to be meaſured, by the extent of 
my good wiſhes, would have virtues, as un- 
common as the fine qualities, which diſtin- 
guiſh your family. I am, with great truth 
and reſpect, 
. Sir, 

 Nours, &c. 

A. HII. 
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To General FIELDINc, at Jerſey. 


Guernſey, May 30, 1737- 
SIR, 
Ir is a common obſervation, that we paſs 
(a little too naturally) from happineſs to 
miſery. The very elements made this my 
caſe, when I ſet fail from you and YJerſey. 
No breath of air conſented to my leaving 
you, the winds forſaking me, as a puniſh- 
ment, and condemned me, two whole days, 
to ſuch a ſuffocating calm, as would have 
been enough to ſtagnate thought and me- 
mory, in any mind, unagitated by your 
image. 


SHALL I confeſs, that this long paſſage 
frights me from returning ? and, that ſince 
England may be reached, in as ſhort a time 


as Jerſey, my natural averſion to the ſea de- 
termines me, from where you are, to where 


you ought to be ; becauſe there are perſuits 


_ deſerving your attention. 


Mx Ax while, if ſuch a ſituation, as your 
health, or wiſh, makes choice of, contributes 


reſt and pleaſure, in exchange for ſplendor 
and 
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and ambition, it may be, after all, a counter- 
poize, that merits a wiſe man's election. 
For, I queſtion, whether thoſe enjoyments, 
we are flattered with ſuch hopes of, in the 
laſt, can recompence, (where Reaſon holds 


the ſcale) our certain loſs, in giving up the 
former. 


For me, though I ſeem going from you, 
it 1s ſtill ſome comfort, to perceive I do not 
really leave you. I am carrying you away 
with me, in your inw⅛ard and ſpiritual grace, 
though the outward and viſible form has 


forſaken me. 


EN jov, in your fortune, every bleſſing 
you would wiſh for a friend. Poſſeſs, in 
your perſon, every gaiety, you would taſte, 
in a miſtreſs. — Have, in fine, whatever 
you dire; or defire only what you have; 
and pleaſe to reckon, in the liſt of your 
moſt obliged and faithful ſervants, 

A. HILL. 
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Edinburgh, June 23, 1737. 


My Dran, Dear RANv, 
OURS does not tell me whether it 
was writ from Stratford-houſe (and 
yet 'tis there I hope to find you) —But, 
not to hazard miſdirecting, I ſhall ſhut you 


up in a little packet of advocate Grant's, to 
Mr. Kennedy. 


Nor that I ſhou'd, now, have any buſi- 


neſs to write about, had I not owed you 


thanks for the kind haſte you made, to ſend 
me your good news, of the York-Buildings 
company. — If they in earneſt execute that 
reſolution, it will ſpeedily reſtore the credit 
of their bonds, ſo far as to afford me op- 
portunity to make myſelf intirely eaſy ; fo 
little now remaining neceſſary for that pur- 
poſe. — But, as to my mind's quiet, which 
you ſo tenderly concern yourſelf about, I 
muſt be ſatisfied to hope that, gradvally.— 
However, I aſſure you, I owe none of its 
diſturbance (as your good natur'd poſtſcript 
ſeems to apprehend) to any little teizings, 
preflings, or uneaſineſſes of that nature. 
— Thoſe ſhort-liv'd inconveniencies have 

00 


| 


_— — 


= — "= 


r = = 


— —— — — ———U— —3—EÄ——— ͤ——ä¹—ẽ— tne 
— — * 
- - — — - —— - - — 


= I 
Þ = az — = 4 


- 2 EY = Th. an —— 2. — — > 


— —_— — rn Os 
— k Ä—— — —— © 


— 
— 


| 
[ 
| 
| 
ö 
| 
| 
F 
U 
0 
f 
F 


>» " ' 
. 


336 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


too ſmall conſequence to merit ſuch an 
influence, 


By what you aſk of Mrs. Stewart's pre- 
ſent temper, I perceive that Mr. Kennedy 
has not inform'd you of her being parted 
from her huſband. — She wou'd be mar. 
ried, decently, (as the phraſe runs) that 
is, to an eſtate more anſwerable to her for- 
tune than poor David's : — And, upon that 
faſhionable principle, ſhe ſacrific'd love, 
truth, and tenderneſs ; life's only ſolid com- 
forts, to thoſe painted idols of the world, 


_ noiſe, intereſt, and equipage. 


Ir there were room to laugh, at all, at 
ſuch a miſery as this lady's, it muſt be, to 
hear her wondering at her wretchedneſs ! 
— She ſays, her fate is cruel : — But, how 
much more cruel was ſhe to herſelf, in ju- 
ſtifying thoſe light imputations which we 
men are apt to charge your ſex with, as to 
their prepoſterous way of chuſing huſ- 


bands! — Women will be bought, not gi- 


ven — So they loſe the merit of obliging. 
— They meaſure happineſs in life, not by a 


ſympathy of will, but an agreement in 


their circumſtances; and tumble blindly 
into 
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into worthleſs hands, that neither reverence 
their perſons, nor regard their converſation; 
but conſider em as purchaſes, which they 
have made at the full market value. — Nay, 
they draw pretence to treat a lady negli- 
gently, by virtue of her own example : 
For, as ſhe ſeems to rate her value of her- 
ſelf by money, ſhe invites her purchaſer to 
judge her in the ſame mean manner, and 
ſo teaches him to look on that, as all worth 
prizing, in her. — In ſhort, when vanity ſo 
far gets ground of common ſenſe, that ſen- 
timents in which the heart has intereſt muſt 
give way to faſhion and appearance, wo- 
men can meet no ſoft returns of paſſion — 
becauſe they neither ſeem to feel nor un- 
derſtand 'em. 


You will, I know, be wiſe enough, dear 
Rany, to eſcape this modiſh miſery. — But, 
yet, neglect not fortune. For, till your 
own is large enough to juſtify your diſre- 
card of it in him your heart is partial to, 
it will be, firſt and principally, neceſſary. 
Learn only how to ſtop at a ſufficiency, 


and ſcorn to overlook the motives of inter- 


nal peace, for a deluſive profpe&, of in- 
creaſe to outward happineſs. 
Yet. . To 
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To ſay the truth, what right has any 
wife who ſold herſelf, this matrimonial 
way, to blame a brutal huſband, for his 


molt unmanly uſage of her ? — Ingratitude 


ſhe muſt not tax him with, becauſe ſhe 


neither truſted, nor endear'd him. Nor 


can ſhe juſtly caſt reproach upon his cold- 
neſs, or his cruelty. — Her bargain was not 
for his virtues and affection, but for his 
fortune and his ſettlement ; and granting 
her not wrong'd in thoſe great points ſhe 
haggled for, what reaſon to reproach him 
for his want of ſoftneſs and reſpect? — 


The man is honeſt, tho' unmannerly. — He 


pays her what ſhe dealt for; and ſinee ſhe 
undervalued his good qualities, what room 


for anger, when ſhe miſſes them? 


Ask Mr. Kennedy for a more full account 
of this poor lady's fate. — Some odd parti- 


culars you'll juſtly laugh at — and ſome 
will claim your pity. 


Set, how inſenſibly, we imitate the very 
faults we find in others! Theſe bad exam- 
ples draw one naturally in, and while I 
waſte ſo many paragraphs, to ſhew how 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Stewart loſt her way, I go aſtray my- 
ſelf, and had almoſt forgot what Mr. Stan- 
lake deſir'd you to write for my advice in. 
—1If I judge right, the colonel will be diſ- 
appointed in his proſpect — But, at all 
events, I would not have him preſs'd, till 
the news papers have actually declar'd him 


Governor appointed. Tis the world's cruel 


way to hang oppreſſion on the hopes of thoſe 
whom they have power to keep from riſing: 


But 'tis neither politick, nor moral. 'The 


abler this becomes to ſatisfy, the likelier is the 
other to be ſatisfied. Whereas unſeaſon- 
able interruption puts that benefit to ha- 
Zard, which we haſten to ſecure too eager- 
ly. — As ſoon as 'tis confirm'd, and his 
commiſſion at the ſeals, then Mr. Stanlake 
may go to him, and inſiſt on an aſſign- 
ment, from his ſalary, for regular payment 
(not of the debt, for that he can't, yet, 
do) but of the current yearly intereſt. And 
let him, if he can, include the intereſt on 
my long arrears—for from 1729 to this day, 
J have receiv'd but one hundred pound up- 
on the whole, (inſtead of 75 J. yearly) 
from the colonel, 


Z 2 Dox'T 


* 
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Donx' r write, for fear I miſs your letter. 
— Heaven grant I find you all in health 
and happineſs — beholding thoſe we love 
in peace, half baniſhes the want of it, from 
our own boſoms. 


Dear Rany, 
' And my dear life's all, 
J am your ever, 


tenderly affectionate, 


A. HILE. 


P. S. Remember me moſt kindly to 
your uncle — I ſhou'd have ſaid, the doclor. 
— For, now his old companion, friend, and 
ſchoolfellow, Martin Benſon, is biſhop of 
Glouceſter ; tell him he ought to make good 
his own firſt purpoſe, and take orders — 
Put him in mind of what his wife was us'd 
to ſay. — His face was made for looking 
reverendly. 


To 
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To Mr. Pop k. 


From Buxton Wells, Derbyſhire. 

May 11, 1738. 

SIR, 
J Have been, for ſome time, a ſolitary 
Rambler ; and having, in a tour which 
I began with laſt ſummer, and am in hopes 
of putting an end to with this, viſited ſome 
of our own, and our neighbour's ſea coaſts, 
I ſtole the delight of converſing, great part 
of a day, with ſome vegetable children of 
yours, in Lady Peterborough's gardens, at 
Mount Bevis. I was ſo pleaſed, with many 
things I ſaw there, that J could have wor- 
ſhipped, in her groves, like a Druid: — I 
forgot myſelf, for many hours, into an 
eſcape from that proportion of pain, which 


imbitters our moſt tender reflections, when 


they relate to our offspring of a leſs grateful 
and prunable kind, into an enjoyment of 
that ſerener ſatisfaction, which you are inti- 
tled to receive, above moſt men; and more 
capable, perhaps, of receiving, under the in- 
creaſe of your flouriſhing green families. 


For my own part, even when a boy, I 
was very apt to be out of conceit with a life 
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of much rapture or buſtle ; but what was 
then mere election, being now become na- 
ture, I aſſign myſelf no further concern 
with the world, than to accommodate my 
deſires to my lot; for, after having vainly 
aſpired to be aclive, to ſome good ends, and 
good offices, which I am not allowed the 
| proſperity, that was neceſſary, for effectu- 
ally reaching, all I now find remaining, as 

a taſk for my future ſolitude, is, to learn to 


be /azy, without ſpleen, and ſubmit to be 
uſeleſs, with temper. 


HowEveR, to confeſs a plain truth, I 
don't know, whether I am not ſetting up 
for a pretender to virtue, from a modera- 
tion, wherein Nature has more ſhare than 
Grace; there being one among our paſſions, 
which you have taught us to detect in its 
coverts, where it makes the leaſt noiſe of 

them all, — like the „ill, ſoft voice, wherein 
God condeſcended to come, when he 
would neither be found in the thunder, nor 
whirlwind. 


One, oft more flrong than all — the love 


of eaſe.” 


BuT what imports it, whether a perſon 
of ſo little conſequence as myſelf, owes his 


content 
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content in retirement to his natural taſte, or 
his indolence. There is one thing, Iam 
ſure, which we all of us owe to the public; 
and that is, ſome account of the uſes we 
make of our leiſure. — If I might be allow- 
ed to commute, in a pennance enjoined me 
by fortune, I would attone, very willingly, 
for my doing too little, by thinking as much, 
and as well as I am able: I ſhould only be 
afraid of ſuppoſing myſelf 5u//eft, when, in. 
truth, I was moſt idlely employed. And of 
this probability, I wiſh I may not, juſt now, 
be about to give you a ſpecimen, 


1 navs lately been looking back upon a 
deſign, which I had gone a good length in, 
and laid by, in the year 1730. An Eſſay 
on Propriety, in the Thought and Ex- 
preſſion of Poetry ; wherein both Heads 
are conſidered, with a Limitation to three 
diſtinct Requiſites --- Adaption, Simplicity, 
and Cloſeneſs. It will be ready for publiſh- 
ing againſt winter; but finding many re- 
flections, in this tract, which relate to ſome 
parts of your writings; wherein, if you 
were not miſtaken, by accident, I myſelf 
have been ſo, by deliberate error of judg- 

ment, I would rather be ſet right, by your 
7 4 oe, 
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own, than the publick's opinion; and it is, 
| therefore, the buſineſs of this letter, to 

bring you, firſt, a ſhort ſketch of my gene- 
ral purpoſe; and, in the next place, to of- 
fer you not only a private examination, but 
even the abſolute and final decifion of every 
ſuch cenſure, as concerns you. 


To begin at the wrong end, like a true 
modern Critic, I have, under the head of 
Expreſſion, particularly, kept in my view, a 
very common, yet, I think, little noted defect 
of good writers; moſt of whom I find apt 
to throw out their conceptions but in groſs, 
by a too general repreſentation of the idea, 
as it ſtrikes in the whole ; diſregarding, as 
an unneceſſary care, to appropriate the 
Worps they make uſe of, to their diſtinct 
and particular tendency. And, from this 
haſty and comprehenſive inaccuracy of vri- 
ters, I conceive it to ariſe, that the genera- 
lity of readers (now no longer exacting that 
choice which makes elegance) ſeem to have 
loſt ſight and taſte of that delectus verborum, 
wherein Cæſar (I think it was Czſar) placed 
the ſtrength and foundation of eloquence z - 
and whence only can ariſe ſuch exaCtneſs 
as will juſtify a very oy. imagination of 


your Own :; 


ec Expreſlion 


. 
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*« Expreſſion is the are of thought.“ 


1 cair it your imagination, becauſe, I 
believe, the idea muſt have been ſhape (not 
dreſs) of thought ; dreſs, however, an orna- 
ment, being a concealment, or covering ; 


whereas expreſſion is manifeſtation and ex- 
poſure. 


Expreſſion is the birth of thought — grows 
round, | 
Limbs the looſe ſoul, and ſhapes it into 


ſound. 


Bur this is a ſtart, and digreſſive: What 
I was going to ſay, and return to, is this: --- 
If any man wants proof, how much of the 
air of good poetry may be loſt by that looſe 
furtout dreſs, now in faſhion, let him inſtru - 
himſelf, from your oppoſite examples -- Let 
him attempt but to ſubſtitute another word, 
of equal effect, in the place of that living 
monoſyllable ſhagg'd in one of your, I had 
almoſt ſaid, inhabitable landſkapes. 


« Ye grots, and caverns , ſhagg' d, with hor- 
rid thorn ! 


AND, if afterwards he would convince 
himſelf, * indiſpenſible neceſſity there 


remains, 


15 


346 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


remains, that the minuteſt regard ſhould be 
had to a chain of fuch powerful verbal 
propriety, even by thoſe happy and maſterly 
hands, which have been taught by it, to 
build mountains in verſe, till they not only 
ſtand out to the eye, but are felt, as it were, 
and walked over, by the fancy; he need 
only examine with care, and he ſhall ſee 
ſome of the moſt celebrated of thoſe won- 
derful artiſts, taking pains to obſcure their 
own images as often as, abandoning the reins 
to a luxuriant vivacity of genius, they will 
not ſtoop to bind meanings to ſyllables. 


He would, here and there, find a place, 
even in the ſtrongeſt and moſt animated of 
our writers, where, deſpiſing, perhaps (as in 
painting) the too trim and cold ſtiffneſs of 
finiſhing, he has his deſcriptions ſtruck flat, 
by a word ; as if fancy fell into the pally. 


G1ve me leave to explain, what I have 
ventured to ſay, by an inſtance ; one of the 
laſt that would be in danger of diſcovery, 

from the confiding ſagacity of your courte- 

| ous and gentle peruſers; but, which you 

will, yourſelf, ſee the weight of, in a mo- 
ment. | 


WIEN 
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Wren ſuch a writer as you, for exam- 
ple, took a reſolution of deſcribing the 
ſwiftneſs of Camilla, under the moſt agile 
hyperbole of lightneſs ; even to her tread- 
ing upon corn-/talks, without bowing them; 
nobody can doubt, but your meaning, in 
ſuch a deſcription, muſt have been, that ſhe 
ſrimm'd the ſcarce-touch'd plain, ſhe flew 
over ; — yet, when, on the contrary, your 
expreſſion ſays, that ſhe ſcours it — that un- 
wary miſ-uſe of one word, checks the ſpeed 
of your airy idea, and preſents to the fancy, 
a quite oppoſite image of preſſure, attrition, 

and adherence : And thus, by admitting even 
a ſingle monoſyllable, that concurs not in 
the general idea, you was ſo warmly con- 
veying to the reader, it arreſts the velocity 
you had in your view, with as ſure and as 
ſudden effect, as the leaden death did your 
larks in the foreſt, when they ſo beautifully 


left their little lives, in air, to the never- 


dying applauſe of the markſman who ſhot 
them. 


| You may reply, (I mean, any body, but 
you might reply) that, by the metaphorical 
ſenſe of the word ſcours, as applied, in this 
place to Camilla, we ought to underſtand 


nothing 


348 ORIGINAL LETTERS, 


nothing more, than her ruſhing violently 
over the ſurface: It is true; but in that 
very violence, you will have diſcovered, by 
this time, the diſagreement between your 
intent and expreſſion: Let us only imagine 
we ſee her charging, at the head of her 
ſquadrons, or purſuing the diſarray of an 
enemy ; and, in a moment, it becomes ele- 
gant to ſay, ſhe is ſcouring tbe plain ; becauſe 
military rapidity, including ideas of inſult 
and hoſtility, muſt be ſuppoſed to /ay waſte, 
while it paſſes ; ſo that what, in one caſe, 
is propriety, becomes but ob/trutf#:on, in the 
other, being miſ-applied to velocity, inde- 
pendent of force ; where it ought to have 
been fimply conſidered as fwiftneſs, A wri- 
ter of your rank, will never be capable of 
condemning ſuch inſtances as theſe, under 
the thin plauſibility of their being trifling, 
and verbal remarks ; for, ſince your only 
deſign, in the place this is drawn from, was 
to inſtruct, by an example, how to paint 
things in words; ſuch a word as defaces the 
very idea, you propoſed to imprint, was an 
error, in the actual foundation, and muſt, in 
conſequence, throw down the building. 
Beſides, as the chief point here in view, was 
the ſtructure or ſound of your verſe, with 

1 pur poſe 


ORIOINAIL LETTERS. 349 


purpoſe to make it, in your own fine ex- 
preſſion, an echo to the ſenſe ; the minuteſt 
exactneſs of choice, in the words, ſeems to 
have been of double demand and neceſſity. 


BE ſo good, therefore, to tell me (and 
believe J aſk it ſincerely, for the fake of in- 
ſtruction) whether I am miſtaken or not, 
when I think you rather contented yourſelf 
with the general idea, than examined into 
the coherence of particular parts, in one of 
the livelieſt poetical pictures that ever was 
drawn; yet, additional whereto, I am un- 
der an unlucky neceſſity of ſending you 
ſome, ſtill too faint and imperfect new co- 
lourings ; becauſe, without taking that ex- 
traordinary liberty (liable as it is, to the ap- 
pearance of ſomething the reverſe of my 
modeſter meaning), I know not, how to 

explain to you, within any reaſonable com- 
paſs of a letter, in what parts of the piece 
I was of opinion, ſo much happier a hand 
as your own, ſhould have given it a more 


heightened reſemblance, than that glowing 
one, you beſtowed on it. 


Soft, breathes the whiſp' ring verſe — if 
zephir plays: 

Flows the ſtream ſmooth ? ſtill ſmoother 
glide the lays, Where 
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Where high-ſwoln ſurges ſweep the ſound- 


ing ſhore, 

Roll the rough verſe, hoarſe, like the tor- 
rent's rore: 

When ax ſtrives ſome rock's vaſt weight 


to throw, 

The line too lab'ring, each dragg'd word 
moves flow. 

Livelier, the light Camilla ſkims the 
plain, 


Shoots o'er th' unbending corn, nor ſhakes 
th' unconſcious grain, 


_ IT would be offering an indignity to a tem- 
per and genius, like yours, to apprehend 
(from a freedom I had but only the private 
curioſity to uſe) any danger of being miſta- 
ken for coxcomb enough, to have thought 
of ſo empty a vanity, as that of comparing 
my numbers. The ſimple truth is, I amu- 
ſed myſelf. at that time, for my own ſatiſ- 
faction; but I now recommend to your re- 
conſideration, one of your moſt admired 
great maſter-pieces of poetical harmony, 
with the honeſt and friendly intention of 
convincing you, by an inſtance, derived 
from yourſelf, that there appears: ſtill too 
much room, for a more verbal exactneſs of 


propriety, 
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propriety, even in the works of our firſt 
claſs of writers, 


'T am afraid of growing tedious, if I 
ſhould particulariſe all my reaſons for ima- 
gining, you could have carried much farther 
than you did, the above noble likeneſs, be- 
tween your verſe and your images: Such as, 
that the word /train, in your firſt line, re- 
quiring a/tretch'd and impreſſive pronuncia- 
tion, ſuits not the inet of the epithet.— 
As alſo, that, both in ſound and acceptation 
there ariſes, from your expreſſion #/owws, at 
the end of the verſe, a kind of ruffling air 


of windyneſs, too diſcompoſing for the 
breath of a zephyr. 


ADD to theſe, that as, in the fourth line, 
you ſeem to have deſigned, in the firſt four 
words, a gloomy picture of high billows, 
riſing, rolling, and ſwelling, while they are 
yet in their reproach to the ſtrand, the #/th 
word (as it gives beginning to the cadence 
of that verſe) ought to have brought on a 
burſt, Iike the hoarſeneſs of thoſe billows in 
their breaking — The ruſhing of a watery 
ſound- -a kind of hollow, waſhy murmur, 
like the workings of a ſurfy tide, repulſed 


and 
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and ſtruggling amongſt pebbles. But, I 
hope, it may be enough, to acquit me of 
impertinence, if I only ſay ſomething more 
largely, concerning any one verſe of the 


eight; for, while I ſhall be buly in ſo do- 


ing, I am ſure, your apprehenſion will pre- 
clude, and run before my juſtification, ſo 
as to make needleſs either reaſonings or 


apology. 


The line too labours, —and the words 
move flow.” 


I nave wondered very often, how it 
happened to be poſſible, to ſo cultivated an 
ear as your own, not to diſtinguifh, in the 
ſecond diviſion of this verſe, a certain decli- 
nation to improper guzckrneſs, that runs down 

hill, too current, and unincumbered, for the 
labour and reſiſtance of the image. Accord- 
ing to my poor perception, three words, at 
leaſt of the five (which, I am ſure, you 
muſt have meant, ſhould move moſt ſlowly, 
becauſe they convey both the rule and the 
example) dance away upon the tongue, with 
a tripping and lyrical lightneſs. And if 
ſuch, in reality, is the caſe, then, from a 
want of that unpliant repugnance,, that obtun- 
dity, or bluntneſs of ſtructure, which you 

thought, 
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thought, you had ſufficiently given them, 
and which would have kept them ſtubborn- 
ly diſtinct and inflexible, they incorporate 
into a numerous fluidity, that expreſſes not 
the idea in your precept. 


Ir being my intereſt, to induce a belief, 
that my Eſſay would have ſomething worth 
reading, it was, at leaſt, no bad policy, to be 
as buſy as I could with your writings ; but 
you muſt not expect, you can furniſh me 
with many inſtances of this kind. The 
aſſiſtance you offered moſt naturally, was 
on the contrary fide of the proſpect: As 
ſoon as I have finiſhed, and tranſcribed the 
Effay, I will ſend it to Tw:7tenham, in ma- 
nuſcript ; reſolving it ſhall carry no example 
of yours to the preſs, in a manner, againſt 
which you have any juſt exception. 


I MAKE the fame reſolution concerning 
any thing I have faid on your Hugs, 
where I found the field larger a little; tho 
it tempted me too far out of my way, from 
conceptions originally your own, to your 
remarks upon the ſentiments of «hers, and 
eſpecially ſome of thoſe in the Bathos ; with 
which, however, upon reflection, I find no 
neceſſity to trouble the publick. Nay, were 
Vo. I. 1 you 
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you to bid me expunge them, I ſhould do it, 
with very great pleaſure ; for that would 
give me ſome right to propoſe your review- 
ing your cenfures yourſelf ;--a reſolution, 
which I heartily wiſh you would take, be- 
cauſe a ſerious and critical condemnation of 
particular perſons, by ſuch popular writers 
as you are, (ſuppoſing it, at the ſame time, 
fevere and ujuſt) muſt deſcend to prſterity, 
with one of theſe two bad conſequences at- 
tending it: either it muſt be taken for egqui- 
table, upon the ſtrength of the critic's repu- 
zation, to the diſrrace of an innocent ſufferer, 
which your heart is too Honeſt to aim at; or, 
if the cenſure itſelf is exploded, and found 
to want wwezght, it mult transfer the reproach 
to the cenſurer; who, in that caſe, receives 
his own 7ury.—So that it were really a 
pity, if in a treatiſe, abounding with truth, 
fire, and ſatire, any thing ſhould be found, 
by impartial poſterity, leſs derived from 
your /udgment than paſſion. But it is ſo pro- 
bable, that I am, myſelf, in the wrong, at 
ſuch times, when I chance to think you ſo, 
that I will beg your 7 ſentiments on what 
follows, before I truſt mine with the publick. 


None, but himſelf, can be his paralle 72 
. Tur 
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Tur Bathos ſays, of this line; with a keen 
and ironical cruelty, that it is profundity it- 
ſelf, 'and may ſeem borrowed from the 
thought of a /how-man, who writ under 
the picture of his beaſt — This is the 
greateſt elephant in the world, except himſelf, 


WuAr a pity! when, from men, whoſe 
opinions will be partially adhered to here- 
after, we are obliged to learn ſharpneſs, in 
place of deliberation, and prefer the ſpark- 
lings and appearance of wit, before penetra- 
tion and ſolidity in the judgment. Or, pray, 
did I ſee wrong. when in the place, whence © 
you cited this line, I diſcerned the moſt ma- 
nifeſt difference, between corporal magnitude, 
on one fide, and rational greatneſs, on the 
other? What relates to the elephant, I 
could eaſily find was ridiculous, becauſe it 
implied bodily diſtinction of number, where 
the beaſt was but one and the ſame: But, 
how was there any reſemblance of that 
blunder, in diſtinguiſhing between a man 
and his virtues? When we are told by the 
hiſtorians, that Alexander was wunegual to 
himſelf, what leſt muſs we underſtand, by 
this figure, than that his actions were un- 


A à 2 like, 
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like, or not parallels ? Why, but from effect 
of our rightly conceiving this duplicity of 
character, in one ſingle perſon, do we deteſt 
in the murderer of Clitus, Philotas, and Ca- 
liſthenes, the fame individual great conquer- 
or, whom we can never be weary of admi- 
ring, in the tents of Darius, and Porus? I 
believe, if you had not been angry, when 
you cenſured that line, in the double diſtreſs, 
you would have found in it, this delicate 
praiſe :--He was a man, than whom none 
had been greater; nor who had ever been 
inferior to himſelf :—His virtues were not 


only ſtrong— they were fteady. 


THERE is another very bold declaration 
of your judgment, upon a thought, where, 
I believe, Mr. Theobald might expect from 
your juſtice, that, on ſome future rehearing 
of the cauſe, you will give ſentence againſt 
yourſelf, in his favour. At leaſt, I own, I 
could never apprehend, upon what ſuppoſi- 
tion of miſtake, in expreſſion or figure, you 
came to introduce among ridiculous images, 
what (to me) ſeems as natural a reply, as 
ever was or could poſſibly be given, from 
a /over, in defence of his mi/treſs, againſt a 
reproach, that her birth was beneath him. 


— Th' 
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—»*'Th' obſcureneſs of her birth 
“ Cannot eclipſe the luſtre of her Eves, 
„Which make her ALL one light.” 


Wuen I firſt read your note on this paſ- 
fage, I found myſelf compelled into a ſhort 
heſitation, by the regard, that was due to 
your judgment ; but I immediately acquitted 
the thought, as not only a Ju, but a lively 
one; and the cxpreſſion, as one of the moſt 
proper and paſſionate I had ever met with. 
And, to this day, I can underſtand it in no 
ſenſe but one--Why talk'ſt thou to me of her 
 birth?--How can defects in her fortune be 

ſeen through ſuch dazzling exceſs in her 
beauty? 


LeT ſuch rath unweighed cenſures, as 
theſe, ſtand (in other men's works) as a 
juſtification of your 0227 exclamations a- 
gainſt malicious and ungenerous criticiſm --- 
But let it never be told to poſterity, that 
there were ſuch pots in the /ur of our poe- 
try; neither believe, I ſelect theſe two paſ- 
fages, out of any particular tenderneſs for 
their author. I have not, for many years, 
either ſeen or correſponded with Mr. Theo- 
bald; they aroſe to my eye, by mere acci- 

A3 dent, 
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dent, as I was looking for a ſhort hint, that 
might give you ſome notion of my plan, 
under each of the heads, which it treats of; 
and I ſend them you, from yourſelf, becauſe 
it will be a real delight to me, and, by no 
means, a diſappointment at all, to be better 
inſtructed, if I am wrong in my judgment; 
and, that you may be ſure I am telling you 
truth, without affectation, falſe modeſty, or 
compliment, I will, after you have ſeen and 
examined the whole Eſſay, leave out every 
thing, that relates to yourſelf, which I but 
obſerve to have been croſſed by your pencil: 
For I ſhall then think my notes of moſt 
conſequence, when they are before you, un- 
der private inſpeCtion ; and eſpecially, could 
they incline you to a review of ſome of the 
leaſt weighed, and moſt ſharp of your cenſures. 
— Nay, if I know you right, you will ra- 
ther thank than condemn me, for adding, 
that I look on you as under an obligation of 
moral neceſſity, to do this chriſtian and gene- 
rous duty; leſt, where a writer of your 
high rank in wit, has, through haſte, been 
deceived in his judgment, his miſtake ſhould 
run down, and be multiplied among ten 
thouſand implicit reporters, 


I'mave 
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I Have written you a letter, that I now 
find, too late, to be grown into an unmerci- 
ful long one; yet, if it were not for ſhame 
could go on to write much more, and on 
many agreeabler ſubjects, find a great deal 
to ſay of yourſelf, concerning whom, when 
upon any, I ſpeak more than enough, you 
ſhould forgive me an exceſs, you have 
tempted me into. If I was hearing you 
talk, I could be pleaſed with your ſubjects; 
but, till Ind one for my uſe, which I can 
dwell on, with more ſatisfaction, you muſt 
learn to give place to yourſelf, in civility to, 


Sir, 
Your moſt alfectionate, 
And faithful Servant, 
A. Ht : L 


From 
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From Mr. Pos, To Aaron HILL, Efq; 


une 9, 1738. 
4 3 June g, 173 
T HE favour of yours of May the 11th, 
had not been unacknowledged fo long, 
but it reached me not till my return from a 
journey, which had carried me from ſcene 
to {cene,, where Gods might wander with de- 
light. I am ſorry yours was attended with 
any thoughts leſs pleaſing, either from the 
conduct towards you of the world in gene- 
ral, or of any one elſe, in particular. As to 
the ſubject matter of the Letter, I found 
what I have often done in receiving Letters 
from thoſe I moſt eſteemed, and moſt with- 
ed to be eſteemed by; a great pleaſure in 
reading it, and a great inability to anſwer it. 
I can only ſay, you oblige me, in ſeeming 
ſo well to know me again ; as one extreme- 
ly willing that the free exerciſe of criticiſm 
ſhould extend over my own writings, as well 
as thoſe of others, whenever the public may 
receive the leaſt benefit from it; as I queſti- 
on not they will a great deal, when exerted 
by you. I am ſenſible of the honour you 
do me, in propoſing to ſend me your wor 
before it appears: if you do, I muſt _ 
that 
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that no uſe in my favour be made of that 
diſtinction, by the alteration or ſoftening of 
any cenſure of yours on any line of mine. 


Wu you have obſerved in your letter 
I think juſt ; only I would acquit myſelf in 
one point: I could not have the leaſt prgue 
to Mr. Th. im what is cited in the treatiſe of 
the Bathos from the play which I never ſup- 
poſed to be his: He gave it as Shakeſpear's, 
and I take it to be of that age: and indeed 
the collection of thoſe, and many more of 
the thoughts cenſured there, was not made 
by me, but Dr. Arbuthnot, — I have had 
two or three occaſions to lament, that you 
ſeem to know me much better as a poet, 
than as a man. You can hardly conceive 
how little either pique or contempt I bear 
to any creature, unleſs for immoral or dirty 
actions: any mortal is at full liberty, unan- 
ſwer'd, to write and print of me as a poet, 
to praiſe me one year, and blame me ano- 
ther; only I deſire him to ſpare my charact- 
ter as an honeſt man, over which he can 
have no private, much leſs any public, right, 


without ſome perſonal knowledge of my 
heart, or the motives of my conduct: nor is it 


a ſufficient excuſe, to alledge he was /o or ſo 
informed, which was the caſe with thoſe men. 
| LAM 
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I AM ſincere in all I ſay to you, and have 
no vanity in ſaying it. You really over-va- 
lue me greatly in my poetical capacity ; and 
I am ſure your work would do me infinite- 
ly too much honour, even if it blamed me 
oftner than it commended : for the firſt you 
will do with lenity, the laſt with exceſs. 
But I could be glad to part with ſome ſhare 
of any good man's admiration, for ſome of 
his affection, and his belief that I am not 
wholly undeſerving to be thought, what I 
am to you, 


Sir, 
A moſt faithful, aſfectionate Servant, 
A. PoPE, 


To Mr. Pope. 


June 17, 1738, 

SIX, 
HE pleaſure, I was ſure to receive 
with your letter, brought an unex- 
pected chagrin in its company, from a vain 


of civil reproach, that runs thro” it ; which I 
oan 
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can better diſcern, than account for; ſince 
I muſt not ſuſpect, without wronging my 
ideas of your equity, that you could be diſ- 
pleaſed at the freedom I took in my ſenti- 
ments. If I believed they had given you 
the ſmalleſt offence, I would rather commit 
my eſſay, in its preſent, rough ſtate, to the 
flames, than tranſcribe it, either for your- 
{elf, or the public. 


INDEED it was with a kind of foreboding 
reluctance that I cenſured any paſſage of 
yours; and to confeſs the truth, frankly, 
I had only one reaſon for doing it. After 
| TI had convinced myſelf, thorougly, that 

propriety, in ſome of the lights I was conſi- 
dering it under, had been univerſally neg- 
lected, in poetry, I foreſaw, it would be 
impoſſible to eſtabliſh the belief of a fact, 
ſo unlikely, without citing the ſtrongeſt 
examples : — To do this, from the works 
of our dead authors only, carried the face 
of a meanneſs I could not tell how to ſubmit 
to — To draw formal citations from any 
pieces, that had appeared of my own (tho' 
full enough, God knows of abſurdities, to 
have furniſhed more proof than I wanted) 
would have look'd too aſſuming, and filly : 
— To borrow ſuch inſtances out of other, 

leſs 
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— 


leſs faulty, cotemporaries, not however re- 
puted among the ſparkling great luminaries 
of wit, would have induc'd a miſtaken con- 
cluſion, that, in the works of more maſterly 
writers, there were no ſuch examples to be 
met with— And now—is there a good 
judge in England (except one) who will not 
ſee and acknowledge, the neceſſity that 
threw me, unavoidably, upon your writings. 


HowEvrR, I am glad, at my heart, it 
was Dr. A----? who made that collection 
you mention ; for I am almoſt unwilling 
to be found in the right, when I diſap- 
prove what your name has been ſtamped on; 
yet your own honeſt argument (that it is 
not enough to excuſe a reporter of falſe- 
hoods, that he was told, and believed, what 
he publiſhed) muſt defend me againſt 


its advancer : for neither is it a ſufficient 


excuſe, that a uriter, whoſe name, in the 


front of a book, has given weight to the 
cenſures it propagates, was not author of 
ſome of thoſe cenſures, . ſince whatever a 
man ſets his hand to, he ought, firſt, to exa- 
mine the truth of. 


I am charmed, while I hear you diſ- 
claim that propenſity to pique and contempt, 
| which, 
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which, to ſpeak with the ſoul of a friend, 
ſeems, to me, the only ſpot on your charac- 
ter — We are all of us, in ſome lights or 
other, the dupes of our natural frailties: and 
when Mr. Pope, with the warmth, that be- 
comes a great mind, tells me how far he 
is from deſpiſing defects in men's genius — 
never feeling any contempt but for the dirt 
of their actions; I am ſure he ſays nothing 
but what he firmly believes to be true. And 
yet there are pieces, well known to be hig, 
many paſſages whereof no man, leſs appriz'd 
than himſelf of his heart's ſecret views and 
intentions, can read, without being ſtrongly 
convinc'd ofa ſcorn, that regards genzus on- 
ly: tho”, if he loves you but half fo ſincere- 
ly, as I do, you have no ſooner diſavow'd 
the defign, than he concludes, the imputa- 
tion was groundleſs, 


In the mean time, 'tis pity that a thinker, 
ſo humane and benevolent, ſhould indulge 
an ambiguity, in the turn of his expreſſion, 
that ſcatters gall, which his heart never li- 
cens'd; ſince I believe it a general truth, 
that men, of the openeſt and honeſteſt na- 
tures, ſooner catch fire at contempt, than 


oppreſſion —And as to any dirtyneſs in acti- ® 


ons, 
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ons, Which take birth from effect of ſuch in- 


fluence, we may conclude, from thoſe irre- 
ſiſtible little ſallies of fury, whereby even a- 
mong undeſigning and innocent infants, we 
ſee brother precipitated into outrage againſt 
brother, immediately upon any cold provo- 
cation of ſcorn that there is nothing immoral 
in what may be done, or declar'd, too offen- 
ſively, under impreſſions ſo violent, ſo in- 
voluntarily, and natural. 


AFTER all this grave face of apology, I 
am an abſolute ſtranger to the grounds upon 
which thoſe men, you refer to, proceeded. 
— Nay, I am ſo, for the moſt part, even 
to the meaſures by which they provok'd 
you : All the reaſon, indeed, that I have for 
giving you any of my thoughts on the ſub- 
ject is deriv'd from your own ſtarting into 
it (a little digreſſively) immediately after 
hinting ſome occaſions you had to lament, 
that I knew you leſs juſtly, as a man, than 
a poet, —I will appeal to impartial poſterity, 
whether I do not know you much better, 
in both lights, than ten thouſand of thoſe 
pretending eſſeemers, of whoſe affection you 
think yourſelf ſurer. It will never bein my 


will, nor my power, to tranſmit ſuch a pic- 
ture, 
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ture, as yours, without its beſt, and moſt 
beautiful /keneſs: T ſhall leave to duller Dutch 

painters in criticiſm, their unenvied delight, 

to draw monſters. And know very well, for 


my own part, that I ſhould but diſgrace the 


deſir d reputation of my pencil, if I miſs'd the 
reſemblance, too widely, in a piece which muſt 
expect to be compar'd with originals of the 
ſame, by many different maſters. 


Tno' I acquit you of any further alluſion 
to me, than by that retroſpe& glance en 
faſſant, I have, affeionately, caught the 
occaſion of pointing out, to one of the leaſt 
intentionally guilty among men, a ſeeming 
tartneſs of ſpirit in himſelf, which he will 
eaſily find, when he looks for; and which 
| whenever he does find, and guard againſt, 
by ſubmitting his vit to his philoſophy, he 
will become the moſt unnatural good man 


in the world; for he will leave himſelf not 
a fault, to be blam'd for ! 


As to myſelf, who was born to mix fin 
with repentance, I plead guilty to all ſuch in- 
dictments, as you, in that place, preſent to my 
memory,—I was always too perceptibly 
quick, in my epprenentron of contempts, or 

zndignities 
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indignities: A temper, which would have 
been as wnpardonable, as I confeſs it to be 
weak and ſelf-mortifying; but that the 
fault, tho' of too ſwelling a nature, leaves 
no voids for admiſſion of malice.— It is an 
offenſive, indeed, but reconcileable imbe- 
cillity of mind: Shakeſpear felt, and under- 
ſtood it, very finely. 


te It carries anger, as the flint does fire ! 
© Which, being ſtruck, throws out a haſty 


ſpark, 


« And then, grows cold again. 


YET Iwill endeavour to redreſs this wrong 
bent in my temper, and make way for the 
rectification, you are ſo good as to ſhew me 
my WANT oF.--And thus, my commerce of 
friendſhip, as in traffick, leſs generous, there 
is offer'd a mutual exchange of advantages:-- 


Something, always, to give and to gain: 
and this makes both fides more rich, and 


more ſatisfy'd.— What a loſs, then, have 
unſocial and vain diſpoſitions, which by a 
ſullen ſecluſion from theſe rights of reproof, 
and plain dealing, cut off all the kind uſe of 
correction! human nature, let it be as ſuſ- 
oeptible of grace as it can, never yet wanted 

pride 
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pride enough to make mortifications, of 
this kind, a requiſite. Far from hating our 
Friends for a little faithful, tho' unwelcome 
aſperity, let us think him, of all men, un- 
happieſt, who has never been blefs'd with an 
enemy. 


AND now let me aſk you (with a tranſition 
very faſhionably abrupt and uncritical)— 
- How is your good and great Friend Lord 
B, to be reach'd ?—You will ſcarce 
think I mean;—to be emulated ! ours is an 


age, that expoſes ſuch an old-faſhion'd poli- 


tician, as HE is, to any fear, ſooner than that 


of a rival. I have a packet to ſend him, a 
little too large for the pot. It is a manu- 
ſcript piece, which I purpoſe to dedicate 
to him, when publiſth'd. But it would be 
prudence and decency, as affairs ſtand at 
' preſent, to wait his permiſſion, after reading 
it : not that there is any thing nice, or ex- 
ceptionable, in the ſubject ; and, I am ſure, 
I have no need to add, tho! I ſpeak of a de- 
dication, that mine has no views, like a mo- 
dern one. If you will be fo kind, as to think 
how it may reach my lord's hands, I ſhall 
in a few days, ſend it open, to yours; beg- 
ging you, firſt, to peruſe, and then give it z 
Vol. I. 3 ſeal, 
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ſeal, and a forwarding. If you will have 
the goodneſs to authorize ſuch a trouble, 
pleaſe to do it under a direction, like your 
laſt, to | 

| Sir Yours, &c. 


A. HILL. 


„ 


—— 


From Mr. Pore, To AaroN HILL, E 


SIR, June 20, 1738. 
1 SENT you as honeſt an anſwer as I 
could, to the Letter you favour'd me 
with; and am ſorry you imagine any civil 
reproach or latent meaning, where J meant 
to expreſs myſelf with the utmoſt openneſs, 
I would aſſure you, if you pleaſe, by my oath 
as well as my word, that I am in no Degree 
diſpleas'd at any freedom you can take with 
me in a private Letter, or with my writings 
in publick. I again inſiſt, that you alter or 
| ſoften no one criticiſm of yours in my fa- 
vour ; nor deprive yourſelf of the liberty, nor 
the world of the profit, of your freeſt re- 
marks on my errors. 


In what I ſaid, I gave you a true picture 
of my own heart, as far as I know it myſelf, 
It 
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It is true, I have ſhewn a ſcorn of ſome it. 
ers; but it proceeded from an experience 
that they were bad men, or bad friends, or 
vile hirelings ; in which caſe, their being 
authors did not make them, to me, either 
more reſpectable, or more formidable. As 
for any other pique, my mind is not ſo ſuſ- 
ceptible of it as you have ſeem'd, on each 
occaſion, too much inclin'd (I think) to be- 
lieve. What may have ſometimes ſeem'd a 
neglect of others, was rather a /azineſs to 
cultivate or contract new friends, when I was 
ſatisfied with thoſe I had; or when I appre- 
hended their demands were too high for me 
to anſwer, 


I THANK you for the confidence you ſhew- 
you have in me, in telling me what you judge 
amiſs in my nature. If it be (as you too par- 
tially ſay) my only fault, I might ſoon be a 
perfect character: for I would endeavour to 
correct this fault in myſelf, and intreat you 
to correct all thoſe in my writings; I ſee, by 
the ſpecimen you generouſly gave me in your 
late Letter, you are able to doit ; and I would 
rather owe (and 0wn 1 owe) that correction 
to your friendſhip, than to my own indu- 
ſtry. 

FoR 
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For the laſt paragraph of yours, I ſhall be 
extremely ready to convey what you promiſe 
to ſend me, to my Lord B. I am in hopes 
very ſpeedily to ſee him myſelf, and will, 
in that caſe, be the bearer ; if not, I ſhall 
ſend it, by the firſt ſafe hand, to him. I 
am truly glad of any occaſion of proving 

myſelf, with all the reſpect that is conſiſt- 
ent with ſincerity, | 


S 1 R, 
Your moſt obliged and 
affeftionate Servant, 


A. Port, 
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To Mr. R. 


May 29, 1738. 

DEAR SIR, 
1 RETURN you the two volumes of Mil. 

ton's proſe writings, without having been 
able to brake throw them; tho' I ſtrug- 
gled (with a ten times repeated reſolution 
to make way againſt the points and the 
hardneſſes, which have made him 1 impreg- 
nable to my patience. 


WHAT a prodigious enthuſiaſm has po- 
_ etry ! that can lift a man out of himſelf !— 
Who could dream of the Paradiſe loft, a- 
mong the dry and coarſe proſe of its author? 
What a rapture and greatneſs in the poem 
what a meanneſs and malice, in the d:/cour- 
ſes ! there was never any thing ſo like Mil- 
ton, as the Devil, he deſcribes in his poetry! 
poſſeſſing the ſtrength and harmony of 
Heaven, with a will that carried bell in its 
purpoſes ! 


I am not able to pardon, much lefs am I 
capable of admiring him. I am ſhock'd, in 


every page, by a ſucceſſion of the moſt vi- 
rulent 
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rulent fanaticiſms. I find him a hater of pow- 
er only becauſe born under a neceſſity of o- 
beying it. — What a difference between Har- 
rington and him ! one, regarding ſound prin- 
ciples, overlooked but the ſeaſon, and the 
ſubje&, hc would have worked on, impro- 
perly; whereas the other had no ground, no 
foundation for natural liberty ; but indulging 
a licentious independency on religion, on 
manners, or policy, was for pulling down 


authority, till it came to his level; that his 
anger might have nothing to fear, nor his 


pride, a ſuperior to flatter, 


App fo all, that his ſtyle is intolerable : 
He is affected, ſuperficial and crabbed : 
there is a malignance of nature in his 
thoughts, and a depravity of manners, in his 
expreſſions ; in ſhort, he is ſelfiſh, arrogant, 


and revengeful ;—conceited, ſophiſtical, and 
odious. 


How much kinder had it been, in Mr. 
Toland, and our late reverend editor, to have 
permitted him to ſleep on, in his duſt 
They have gathered his fragments together, 
like the limbs of ſome ſinner, at the reſur- 
rection, which are only reſtored to be 


dammn'd, 
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damn d, and might have been ſafe, if they 

could have enjoyed their obſcurity. 5 


I AM nevertheleſs obliged to you, how- 
ever, for ſending me the book; and muſt 
ſay of it, as the blackamore did to the midwife, 


when ſhe ſhewed him his wife's new-born 


boy —“ It came out of a place, that I love, 
and, if it was not ſo ugly, I could 4% it.” 


Wovrp to God, you had half as much 
health, as Milton had malice! —If I knew a 
better wiſh, you ſhould have it, from, | 


Dear Sir, 
Your moſt affetionate, 
Humble Servant, 


A, HIL I. 


The End of the Firſt Volume. 
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